Past and present 3E5ME

Chinese characters have a long history. They gradually evolved
from symbols that look like drawings to today’s square-shaped

characters. Look and compare the scripts below.

Oracle bone script, dated from
1300 sc, is believed to be the earliest
form of Chinese writing.

Look at how Chinese characters have evolved. Can you
guess what the four characters mean?
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Today, the simplified Chinese characters are mainly used
in mainland China. The traditional Chinese characters
dare used in some other countries and regions.

How were Chinese characters formed?
AIFR2010jE6Y ?

The ancient Chinese mainly used four methods to create
characters. Learn about the four categories of the
Chinese characters.
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Pictograms take on Ideograms are simple
the shape of objects. signs. They depict
abstract meanings.

3
Ideogrammatic
compounds combine
j: two or more existing
characters to express
woods new meanings.

Semantic-phonetic
compounds are hud huG

made up of two Y
parts. One indicates + 4% =) /fl ’
the meaning of the

character. The other (related to plants) flower
indicates the sound.





