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Countable and uncountable nouns 

Your grandmother felt ill. She called and asked you to help her do some grocery 

shopping. Complete the conversation using the correct form of the nouns in brackets. 

 

Grandma: (cough) Hello? Is it Benny? Can you hear me? 

Benny: Yes, grandma. Are you okay? Is everything all right? 

Grandma: My dear boy, I’ve caught a cold and feel a bit unwell. Could you help me do 

some grocery shopping today?  

Benny:  Certainly! What do you want me to buy for you? 

Grandma: I’d like to make congee, but I don’t have enough (1) rice (rice). Could you go 

to the supermarket and buy a bag for me? 

Benny: No problem! Let me note that down. 

Grandma: I’d also like to have something handy to eat for breakfast. Could you buy two 

(2) loaves (loaf) of bread and some (3) butter (butter)? 

Benny: Right. Do you want something to drink? 

Grandma: Oh! Yes, I do. Could you get two cartons of (4) milk (milk) for me? And your 

uncle drinks (5) coffee (coffee) every day, so don’t forget to get him a cup on 

the way home. 

Benny: Good. Anything else? 

Grandma: Perhaps you could see if there are some fresh vegetables and fruit. I’d like to 

have three (6) tomatoes (tomato), a pack of (7) mushrooms (mushroom) and 

a bunch of (8) bananas (banana). Try to look for a few (9) peaches (peach) 

and (10) strawberries (strawberry) too. Your aunt loves eating them so much. 

Benny: Sure! Eating fruit is important. An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 

Grandma: Oh, and please remember to get two (11) boxes (box) of (12) salad (salad) 

and a dozen (13) eggs (egg) as well. Lastly, it’d be great if you could get two 

serving (14) trays (tray). They will be useful for our upcoming family party. 

Benny: All right! I’ve noted down everything. I’ll go to the supermarket today and do 

the shopping for you. Take care, grandma! 

Grandma: Thank you, dear.  
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Talking about quantities 

You are writing a play script about a family in Hong Kong. In this scene, a girl and 

her brother are talking about what food and drinks they have in the kitchen. 

Complete the play script using ‘how much’, ‘how many’, ‘some’ and ‘any’. 

 

Scene 2 

(In the kitchen) 

Lucy: Mum is making a grocery list for shopping this afternoon. She asked us to see 

what we already have in the kitchen. 

Neil: All right, let’s do it! 

Lucy: So, (1) how many apples are there in the fridge? 

Neil: Let me see. Hmm … I don’t see (2) any apples.  

Lucy: OK, so we need to get some. How about milk? (3) How much milk do we have? 

Neil: There is (4) some left, but not much. We should get another carton, otherwise we 

won’t have (5) any for our breakfast tomorrow. 

Lucy: Fine. How much cheese is there? 

Neil: I see (6) some cheese. In fact, there is plenty of it. 

Lucy: Good. (7) How many pieces of bacon are there? You know Dad loves to eat 

bacon for breakfast. He’s crazy for bacon! 

Neil: Uh oh! There isn’t (8) any bacon. It’s all gone. 

Lucy: Let me write that down. What about eggs? 

Neil: Well, there are (9) some, but I’m not sure if that’s enough for you. 

Lucy: (10) How many are there exactly? 

Neil: There are three eggs. 

Lucy: Great! (11) How much coffee is left in the tin? 

Neil: There is still (12) some left. I’d say about half a tin. 

Lucy: Good … Oh, (13) how much bread is there? 

Neil: There’s none here. We don’t have (14) any. 

Lucy: All right, I’ll let Mum know. Thank you, Neil! 
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 Simple past tense 

You are writing a diary entry about a strange dream you had last night. Complete 

the diary entry using the correct form of the verbs in brackets. 

 

Dear Diary, 

Last night, I had a really bizarre dream. I (1) dreamed/dreamt (dream) that I was in a 

restaurant. However, it (2) was not/wasn’t (not be) an ordinary restaurant. It was a magical 

one! 

I immediately (3) noticed (notice) how strange everything seemed. The waiters (4) did 

not/didn’t look (not look) like humans but rather large talking bunnies. They (5) spoke 

(speak) to me in a strange language. (6) Was (be) it English, or a bunny language? But 

somehow I still understood what they said. Isn’t it unbelievable? Then, I ordered some 

soup and vegetables.  

The bunnies (7) brought (bring) me the soup and I (8) sipped (sip) it greedily. Then I tried 

the stir-fried vegetables. They were so delicious! The taste simply (9) blew (blow) me 

away! And the main course was equally great. But (10) were (be) there any desserts? 

Definitely! A bunny waiter placed a chocolate lava cake on my table and (11) cut (cut) it 

open gently. I was exhilarated as I saw the melting chocolate pour out from the cake. 

‘(12) Did you enjoy (enjoy) the food?’ one of the bunnies asked me. 

‘Oh yes, certainly!’ I (13) replied (reply). 

All of a sudden, my alarm clock (14) rang (ring) and I woke up. What a strange dream! 

PS I’m really hungry now!  

Carmen  
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Expressions of time  

You are writing a blog entry about film star Jennifer Lawrence. Read the personal 

profile and complete the entry using the expressions of time from the box and the 

personal profile. 

six years ago  last year this morning yesterday 

 

Jennifer Lawrence 

Occupation: Actress Years active: 2006–present 

Important events: 

1990 Born in Indian Hills, Kentucky, the United States 

2004 Discovered when a talent scout noticed her acting potential in New York 

2006 Started her acting career with a minor role in the TV film Company Town 

2007 Became a regular actor on the TV sticom The Bill Engvall Show 

2009 Won the Young Artist Award for her performance in the TV series 

2010 Starred in the critically-acclaimed film Winter’s Bone 

2012 Received an Academy Award for her performance in Silver Linings Playbook 

2014 Involved in the centre of a celebrity nude pictures leak scandal  

2015 Ranked the world’s highest-paid actress as reported in Forbes 

2016 Donated $2 million USD to a children’s hospital 

2017 Joined the online fundraising platform Omaze in support of charity  

 

 

All about Jennifer Lawrence 

(1) Yesterday, my friends and I were talking about our favourite actors and actresses. Undoubtedly, 

my favourite film star is Jennifer Lawrence. So, (2) this morning, I decided to write a little about 

her on my blog. 

Jennifer Lawrence was born in the United States (3) in 1990. During her childhood, she loved 

performing in school plays and church musicals. This splendid film star was first discovered 

(4) in 2004, when a talent scout noticed her amazing potential in New York. A couple of years later, 

(5) in 2006, she began her acting career with a minor role in the TV film Company Town. The next 

year, (6) in 2007, Lawrence got her huge breakthrough as she became a regular actor on the TV 

sitcom The Bill Engvall Show. (7) In 2009, she won the Young Artist Award for her performance in 

this TV series.  
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Gradually moving on to the silver screen, she starred in the critically-acclaimed film Winter’s Bone 

(8) in 2010. (9) Six years ago, she won an Academy Award for her performance in Silver Linings 

Playbook, becoming the second youngest actress to ever receive the award.  

Lawrence’s life has not been without controversy, however. (10) In 2014, she was at the centre of a 

scandal as nude photos of hers were leaked onto the Internet. Lawrence was appalled by this and 

said that incident was a ‘sexual violation’. In 2015, Forbes reported that Lawrence emerged as the 

world’s highest-paid actress.  

When I was talking to my friends yesterday about Jennifer Lawrence, I told them that she is not 

only an actress, but also a real humanitarian. Did you know that (11) in 2016, she donated 

$2 million USD to a children’s hospital? More than that, (12) last year, she joined the online 

fundraising platform Omaze in support of charity. I admire her so much! I’m going to follow her 

example and start giving more to charity. 

Posted at 9.37 a.m. 28 November 2018  
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Consolidation 

Your friend wrote a short story about a friendly alien who came to visit Earth. 

However, there are some mistakes. Cross out the mistakes and write the correct 

words on the right.  

 

 

1 Something strange happened in the New Territories on 2016. Not many people  in 

2 know this, but an alien visits our planet that year. Here is the story.  visited 

3 One night, a girl named Alice was walking home from school. Suddenly, she see saw 

4 a bright light flash in front of her. When she opens her eyes, there opened 

5 were an alien standing in front of her. ‘Hello, my name is Todd,’ the alien said. was 

 ‘Don’t be afraid. I’m a friendly alien. Nice to meet you.’  

6 Alice trys to speak, but she was too scared to say hello to Todd. tried 

 So she did not say anything. ‘I’m dreadfully hungry,’ Todd went on.  

7 ‘How much books do you have with you? Could you give me all the books you  How many 

 have?’ ‘Books?’ she replied in wonder. ‘Yes, books. On my planet, we love eating   

8 books! Aren’t they delicious?’ ‘Um, I don’t have some books you can eat,’ she any 

9 spoke nervously. ‘I need them to finish my homeworks. But if you need books,  homework 

10 you can buy any in the bookshop over there,’ Alice pointed outside the window.  some 

11 ‘How many do they cost? Are they expensive? I need a lot of them,’ Todd said.  How much  

 Here, I have ten thousand dollars with me. Is that enough? Todd asked.  

12 ‘I think you can buy any amount of books you want with that much moneys!’  money 

13 Alice laughs cheerfully. ‘I can’t wait for that!’ Todd said excitedly. laughed 

14 The next morning, Alice take Todd to the bookshop immediately. took 

15 As they walked into the bookshop, Todd felt energised. He buy so many books  bought 

16 that he needed five boxs to carry them all. Soon after, Todd left Hong Kong  boxes 

 and never came back. The next day at school, Alice wanted to tell everyone   

17 what happened. ‘You won’t believe what happened to me tomorrow,’ she  yesterday 

18 said to her friends. And she was right. No one believe a single word from her! believed 


