
Unit 3

You are interested in 
technology and how it 
affects people’s lives. As a 
member of your school’s 
Technology Club, you are 
going to do the following:

•  write a letter of advice
to someone experiencing
cyberbullying

•  write a proposal for a 
new app that will help 
people struggling with 
smartphone addiction

Situation

It’s a cyberworld
Unit

3
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You love to travel, and you 
want to be a responsible 
traveller. As a member of 
your school’s Explorers 
Club, you are going to do 
the following:

•  write a blog post about
a trip in Asia

• write a formal email to
the principal to propose 
an ecotour in Hong Kong
for exchange students at 
your school 

Situation

Travel with care
Unit

2
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Electives Popular Culture

1Unit 1

Your school is organizing 
its annual Popular Culture 
Festival. You have entered 
the festival’s writing 
contest this year. You are 
going to do the following:

•  write an article about a 
trend in popular culture

• complete a flyer for a 
comedy show

Situation

Talk of the pops
Unit

1
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Summer is approaching 
and your teachers are 
encouraging you to think 
about different ways you 
can spend your time. 
You are going to do the 
following:

•  write a letter to the 
editor about how Hong 
Kong students are likely 
to spend their summer

•  write a report
comparing the popularity
of work experience and 
volunteering among 
your classmates

Situation

Working and giving
Unit

4
Electives Social Issues

Electives Workplace Communication
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47Unit 2

D   Write your email to the principal using your notes on p. 43 and the relevant information on 
pp. 44–46. Write around 150 words.

To: Raymond Leung

From: Jesse Chu

Subject: Tour proposal

Dear  Principal Leung
1

,

The Explorers Club would like to  propose a tour for the exchange students at our school
2

.  

Going on this tour will be beneficial because  it educates students about nature3

without     harming the environment
4 .

We have researched a couple of options, and we recommend  Geopark Adventure
5

(or Martial Arts Day Retreat)
5

.

The tour costs $350 per student, and includes a guide, a healthy lunch and the kayak rental. It takes 6 7 8

place every Monday and runs from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. (or $200 per student, and includes the bicycle 9 6 7

rental, a snack box and a booklet about traditional weapons. It takes place every other Saturday and 
8

runs from 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.)9

The organizer of the tour is Back to Basics Ecotours, which supports responsible travel because they  

hire people from nearby villages. (or Forest Heart Studio, which supports responsible travel since 10

they use only solar power.)

In this tour,  students kayak to different islands in the Geopark and have lectures on the local

environment. There are also opportunities for swimming. Towards the end students visit a local Hakka

village. (or students have a brief cycling tour around Lantau Island. They then visit the martial arts 

studio, where a kung fu master teaches them some basic techniques. Finally, the students join a class 

on traditional weapons and learn how to handle the kung fu staff.)

We chose this tour because visiting the Geopark is a good way for students to learn about the natural

world. Paddling kayaks should be fun and exciting, too. (or students should learn about kung fu, which is 

a part of Hong Kong’s culture. In addition, the tour is quite cheap.)

The only problem with this tour is that there are limited spots, so only ten students can come. 

(or it may be difficult to get parents’ permission.) 

We hope you will approve this trip. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jesse Chu

10 11

11

12 13

14 15

12 13

14 15

16

17 16

17

18

18

19

20

Model writing
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www.wss.edu/explorersclub/responsibletravel

42 Integrated skills practice

Integrated skills practice

Listening task
A   You have returned from your trip and would like to do something to promote responsible travel 

in Hong Kong. As a member of your school’s Explorers Club, you are designing a web page on 

responsible travel. You are listening to a podcast to gather information on the topic. Listen to 

the podcast and fill in the missing information in the spaces below.

What is responsible travel?

Responsible travel means that you are protecting the (1) environment  and 

helping (2)  local people .

Guidelines for being a responsible traveller:

Note: Put a tick (✓) if the image represents something responsible travellers should do, 

and a cross (✗) if it represents something they should not do.

(3) A. B. C. D. 

What resorts promoting responsible tourism do:

• Use (4) solar power

• (5)  Educate guests about the local environment

• (6)  Hire people who live in nearby villages

A ‘responsible travel’ success story

Organization: (7) Japan Ecotourism Society

What the organization did:

• Persuaded the government to (8) protect forests

• Organized (9) river cleaning days

• Helped save local (10)  cultures  and (11)  wildlife

Responsible travel activities: (Tick the correct boxes.)

(12)  kayaking  shopping  feeding monkeys

visiting ethnic villages  cycling  viewing wildlife

✗ ✓ ✓ ✗

✓

✓
✓ ✓

How to travel responsibly
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B   Now organize your ideas using the mind map below.

What trend are 
you going to talk 
about? 

16 Writing task

Future of  
the trend:

Popular culture trend:

Beginnings and 
development

Effects on society

• When and how did this trend begin?

• How has it developed?

• How has the trend influenced society?

• What are the positive and negative effects?

• How do you think this trend will develop?

• Do you think it’ll be long-lasting or 
a passing fad?

Writing task

Writing an article

A You are going to write an article about a trend in popular culture. Discuss your idea with a
partner and answer any questions he/she may ask you.

Vocabulary 
Book pp.6-7

Writing good topic sentences

A topic sentence is usually the first sentence of a paragraph. Its purpose is to express the main idea of the 
paragraph. A good topic sentence:

• states the main idea in a simple and clear way

• relates back to the main topic of the article or essay

• ‘hooks’ readers, making them feel interested in the subject

Ski�s builder

Teachers have the option of asking less able 
students to refer to the Vocabulary Book or the 
E-book for some useful words and phrases.

fewer photos of meals 
on people’s feeds

social media
in the 2000s

look at our phones instead of talking
ignore friends 

(negative)

share experiences with 
friends and family 

(positive)

photos of meals on social media 
more business for restaurants 
Wilson Chang from Kitchen 21

(positive)

people began sharing 
everything about their days

food blogs—
photos and reviews

new trend:  
cooking videos

passing fad
food photography
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D   Read the checklist below. Have you included all these points? Read your draft again and tick the 

boxes. Make any changes if necessary.

1 I have included an interesting title.

2 I have used the simple present and present perfect tenses to talk about events connected to 

the present.

3 I have used past tenses to talk about events in the past.

4 I have used abstract nouns to discuss concepts.

5 I have used adjectives to make descriptions more interesting.

6 I have used words and phrases that establish cause and effect.

7 I have used facts to back up general statements.

8 I have used direct speech to quote interviewees.

9 I have used rhetorical questions to grab the reader’s attention.

10 I have checked my article for spelling and grammar mistakes.

Interesting title 

and/or a byline

Introduction: 

What is the trend? 

Why is it important 

or interesting?

Main body: 

Give background 

information and 

facts about the 

trend. Write about 

150 words.

Direct quote: Is 

there a statement 

from someone 

relevant you can 

include?

Conclusion: 

What will happen 

next with this 

trend? Write about 

50 words.

Writing checklist

17Unit 1

C  Use the writing plan below to draft your article. Write about 250 words.

When people went to restaurants in the past, they simply started 

eating when the food arrived. Now, it is common to take out a 

smartphone and photograph the food first. How did this strange trend 

begin?

The trend began with social media in the 2000s. People began sharing 

everything about their days, including where they were, who they were 

with and what they were eating. Around this time, food blogs also 

became popular. People started photographing restaurant meals and 

providing reviews.

Food photography has become very popular with young people. It is 

a way of sharing experiences with friends and family, even when you 

cannot be together.

Some people are worried because we now spend more time looking at 

our phones than talking to the people we are with. According to a recent 

study, almost 30 per cent of people feel that their friends ignore them 

at restaurants.

While some people wish that the trend would stop, others are happy 

to see it continue. Wilson Chang, head chef at Kitchen 21, likes it when 

people photograph his meals. ‘It’s great for business,’ he says. ‘People 

see the tasty meals on social media and, as a result, want to come try  

them themselves.’

This trend, however, seems to be fading. There are fewer images of 

meals on social media these days. But a new trend has started. Making 

cooking videos seems to be the next step for food lovers.

Hungry for photos

Model writing
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Listening

For more information, contact the OUP Account Executive for your school.

Account Executive Phone no. District

Jamie Ko 6208 6031 Kowloon City, Tsuen Wan

Eric Lam 6112 9493 Tsim Sha Tsui, Yau Ma Tei, Mong Kok, Sha Tin, Tai Wai

Tevinny Liu 6112 8248 Central District, Western District, Wan Chai, Kwun Tong, 
Yau Tong

Barry Sun 6208 6026 North District, Tai Po, Ma On Shan, Wong Tai Sin

Barry Kwok 6323 2902 Tuen Mun, Yuen Long, Tin Shui Wai

Alice Lam 6208 6017 Eastern District, Southern District, Tseung Kwan O, 
Sai Kung

Eagle Law 9856 3860 Sham Shui Po, Kwai Chung, Tsing Yi, Tung Chung,  
Outlying Islands

Hoisy Wong 6202 6025 All districts (Hong Kong)

1
www.oupchina.com.hk

Oxford University Press (China) Ltd
39th Floor, One Kowloon, 
1 Wang Yuen Street,  
Kowloon Bay, Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 2516 3126

Fax: (852) 2597 4083

Oxford University Press (Macau) Ltd

Tel: (853) 2870 6178
Fax: (853) 2870 6179

Second Edition

Learn and Practise for HKDSE Success

Engaging reading texts 
The latest HKDSE question 
types and formats

 �Covering essential 
language skills

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
●
●
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

A
ns

w
er

s 
w

ri
tte

n 
in

 th
e 

m
ar

gi
ns

 w
ill

 n
ot

 b
e 

m
ar

ke
d.

A
ns

w
er

s 
w

ri
tte

n 
in

 th
e 

m
ar

gi
ns

 w
ill

 n
ot

 b
e 

m
ar

ke
d.

6 Complete the rules below by choosing the best answer that will complete the missing information. 
Blacken ONE circle only for each question. (6 marks)

Follow these rules to give your videos a better chance of going viral:

Do not make (i)  videos.

Do not make videos (ii) .

Make (iii)  videos.

Make videos of people that (iv) .

Send your videos to (v)  people.

Inspire other people to (vi)  your videos.

(i) A short
B long
C simple
D light-hearted 

A B C D

(ii) A about economics
B about children
C for the Mannequin Challenge
D about Maru the Cat 

A B C D

(iii) A amusing
B strange
C sad

 D stupid 

A B C D

(iv) A are friendly
 B are popular around the world
 C like to laugh

D you know 

A B C D

(v) A important
 B funny
 C famous

D enthusiastic 

A B C D

(vi) A buy
B sell
C create
D copy 

A B C D

Text 2

7 Decide whether the following statements are True, False, or the information is Not Given in 
paragraph 1. (3 marks)

Statements T F NG
i) The writer mentions two of his hobbies.

ii) The writer spends time with his friends every day.

iii) The writer wanted to change his life.

Specific factual

L1  / Lines 2–3

L3  / Line 7

L1  / Line 11

L2  / Lines 13–14

L2  / Line 17

L1  / Line 21

Specific factual

L1  / Lines 3–4

L2

L3

Refer to the ‘Skills Builder’ 
for paraphrasing on p. 9.

3Unit 1

Read Text 1 and answer questions 1–5. For multiple-choice questions, blacken the correct circles.

1 What is the main idea in paragraph 1?

A People take selfies in restaurants.

B Hong Kong people should not take selfies.

C Selfies are popular in Hong Kong.

D Serious people like to take selfies.

A B C D

●

2 Why did the selfie trend begin in the late 2000s?
Smartphones became common (, so people could take selfies more easily). 

3 Who does ‘their’ (line 9) refer to?
selfies'

4 In paragraph 3, find a word which means ‘encouraged’.
inspired

5 Match the subheadings to the correct paragraph in the article. Write the number 
corresponding to each paragraph (2–4) in the box next to the subheadings. One is NOT used 
and should be marked with an ‘X’.

Subheading Paragraph

i) The history of selfies 2

ii) Negative effects of selfies ✗

iii) A culture of communication 4

iv) Making money from selfie culture 3

            Identifying topic sentences Q1  Q5

A topic sentence expresses the paragraph’s overall subject and is usually the first sentence in a paragraph. All 
sentences after it have to provide more facts and information to support it. In paragraph 3, for example, the words 
‘new products and businesses’ summarize the main idea.

Ski�s builder

Option C is supported by the last sentence of paragraph 1, which is also 
the topic sentence: ‘But how did taking photos of yourself become so 
popular?’ Option A is incorrect because it is given only as an example 
to illustrate the popularity of selfies. Option B is incorrect because the 
paragraph does not comment on the appropriacy of selfie-taking. Option 
D is incorrect because the line ‘people… take selfies seriously’ does not 
indicate that stern people enjoy taking selfies. 

This is supported by lines 5–6: ‘The selfie trend has been around since the late 2000s, when smartphones became common.’

The pronoun ‘their’ refers to ‘selfies’ in line 8.

The verb ‘inspired’ in line 11 matches the meaning and tense of ‘encouraged’.

This is supported by ‘the selfie trend has been around since the late 2000s’ in line 5.

This is supported by ‘selfies have become an important part of our 
lives’ in line 20 and ‘they allow us to share with friends and family 
what we are doing and how we are feeling’ in lines 20–21.

This is supported by ‘selfies are so common that they have inspired new products 
and businesses’ in line 11.

This is not mentioned in the text.

Main idea question

Specific factual question

Reference question

Vocabulary question

Main idea question

advantage_U01.indd			3 20/1/2017			下午5:00

5Unit 1

Read Text 2 and answer questions 6–11. For multiple-choice questions, blacken the correct circles.

6 The tone of this review is …

A humorous.

B enthusiastic.

C critical.

D educational.

A B C D

●

7 Why might fans of Harry Potter enjoy Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them?
because J.K. Rowling wrote both stories

8 What does ‘this film’ (line 4) refer to?
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them

9 What does ‘them’ refer to in line 7?
magical beings

10 Name two actors in Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them mentioned in the review.

i) Eddie Redmayne

ii) Ezra Miller

11 Find words in paragraphs 4–5 with the same meaning as:

i) realistic believable

ii) cold-hearted cruel

iii) problems issues

           Identifying reference words Q8  Q9

To avoid repeating nouns, writers use pronouns or reference words such as he, them and these. To answer reference 
questions, we need to find out what these words refer to.

Make use of hints provided by the pronoun. Is it singular or plural? Male or female? A person or a thing? For 
example, in lines 7–8, we see that ‘some of them escape’. In this case, we are looking for a plural noun for people 
or things.

Ski�s builder

This is supported by words and phrases such as ‘captivating performance’ 
(line 14) and ‘entertaining’ (line 12). Thus option C is ruled out. Options 
A and D are also incorrect because the writer is not trying to be funny or 
enlightening.

This can be inferred from lines 2–3: ‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, based on J.K. Rowling’s book by the same 
name, takes place before the Harry Potter series.’

Since the whole text is about the film Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, the answer should refer to this film.

The pronoun ‘them’ refers to ‘magical beings’ in line 6.

These are stated in lines 10–14: ‘Eddie Redmayne… is humorous and entertaining as Newt Scamander’ and ‘Ezra Miller… 
gives a captivating performance’.

The words ‘believable’ (line 16), ‘cruel’ (line 23) and ‘issues’ (line 24) match the meanings of the words provided.

Thematic question

Inference question

Reference question

Reference question 

Specific factual question 

Vocabulary question
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7Unit 1

Look at the title, panel headings and pictures for Text 3 and answer questions 12–13. For multiple-
choice questions, blacken the correct circles.

12 This comic is about …

A a teenager who cannot pay attention.

B a teenager’s outer space adventures.

C a teenager’s invention.

D the Mars Exploration Agency.

A B C D

●

13 The main character is …

A the comic book artist.

B Logan Zhao.

C the mother.

D Erika.

A B C D

●

Read Text 3 and answer questions 14–16. 

14 Decide whether the following statements are True, False, or the information is Not Given in 
panels 2–4.

Statements T F NG

i) Erika and her mum know who the man is right away.

ii) Erika sent her application to the Mars Exploration Agency.

iii) Logan Zhao wants Erika to sign a contract before she starts 
training.

15 In panel 5, Erika’s mum feels…

A angry.

B excited.

C confused.

D pleased.

A B C D

●

16 Complete the following summary based on panel 6. You may write more than one word on 
each line.

Erika shows her mum her (i) science project . She has (ii) invented

a complex robot. Her mum knows Erika’s (iii) love   of science is not 

short-lived.

●

●

●

            Predicting Q12  Q13

We can make guesses or predictions on what a text is about by looking at the title, subtitles and pictures. This can 
help us understand the topic of a reading text more quickly.

Ski�s builder

This prediction is based on the last picture (panel 7), which 
shows Erika in a spaceship. Although option A is hinted as 
a potential answer in the title (‘spaced-out’, which means 
‘became inattentive or distracted’), it is ruled out by the 
subsequent panel headings and pictures. Options C and 
D are also incorrect because they are not indicated in the 
title, panel headings and pictures. 

Option D is the correct answer. This is supported by the 
title ‘A spaced-out teen’, the subheadings which almost 
always mention Erika’s name and her constant appearance
in the pictures. Options A, B and C are incorrect because 
the respective characters are supporting characters.

Q14(i)：This is ruled out by Erika’s mum asking Erika to tell her ‘what’s going on’ in line 7, as well as Erika 
looking ‘suspicious’ and answering ‘I wish I knew’. Erika and her mum have not seen the man before.

Q14(iii)：This is supported by ‘sign here, and we can start your 
training’ in line 18.

Q14(ii)：There is 
no mention of the 
sender of Erika’s 
application. 
‘We have 
received many 
applications to 
travel to Mars, 
and yours is the 
best’ in lines 12–
13 only indicates 
that Erika’s 
application was 
sent by someone 
and later received
by the agency.

This is supported by ‘her mum throws up her arms and flies into a rage’ in line 21.

Q16(i)：In lines 26–27, Erika states that she’s ‘just finished [her] science project’.
Q16(ii)：This is supported by the panel heading: ‘Erika’s invention’.
Q16(iii)：In line 28, Erika’s mum says, ‘Your love of science isn’t a fad, is it…’

Thematic question 

Thematic question 

Specific factual question

Specific factual/inference question

Specific factual/ language usage question
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9Unit 1

Read Text 4 and answer questions 17–23. For multiple-choice questions, blacken the correct circles.

17 Who does ‘their’ refer to in line 3?
K-pop bands’

18 Find words in paragraph 2 with the same meaning as:

i) famous legendary

ii) fashion style

iii) stays remains

19 Which of the following best summarizes the main idea of paragraph 2?

A Music videos should be colourful.

B K-pop music videos are very popular.

C Most people watch K-pop music videos.

D Psy and BTS are popular artists.

A B C D

●

20 Which music video has the most views on YouTube?
Gangnam Style by Psy

21 Complete the following summary based on paragraph 3. Answers should be grammatically 
correct.

The Korean Wave has a strong (i) influence  on Hong Kong. This is seen in 

the (ii) clothes  young people wear, the video games they play and the 

films they watch. K-pop is so (iii) popular  that sales of Korean products 

(iv) are increasing .

22 Where does the writer mean by ‘here’ (line 33)?
Hong Kong

23 In paragraph 4, what two reasons does the writer give for J-pop’s decrease in popularity?

i) Its style has not developed much over time.

ii) The stars often speak only Japanese.

           Recognizing paraphrasing Q21

Paraphrasing is when we use different words to describe the same idea. To answer paraphrasing questions, we may 
need to change the grammatical form of words (plurals, verb tenses, word form, etc.).

For fill-in-the-blank questions, work out the meaning of the sentences, then think about what word best fits the 
context. It may appear in the text, or you may need to think of an appropriate word yourself.

Ski�s builder

Reference question

Vocabulary question

Main idea question 

Specific factual question

Specific factual/language usage question

The pronoun ‘their’ refers to ‘K-pop bands’ in line 2.

The words ‘legendary’ (line 7), ‘style’ (line 9) and ‘remains’ (line 10) match the meanings and tenses of the words provided.

This is supported by ‘Gangnam Style by Psy remains the top viral video of all time’ in lines 9–11.

Lines 9–14 state that ‘Gangnam Style by Psy remains the top viral 
video of all time... while BTS’s Blood, Sweat and Tears received more 
than 20 million hits in its first week’. Option B is the correct answer. 
The writer does not express an opinion on 
how music videos should look like. The 
popularity of Psy and BTS’s music videos 
also does not immediately indicate that 
‘most people watch K-pop music videos’, 
nor that ‘Psy and BTS are popular artists’.

Lines 15–16 state that ‘the influence of the Korean Wave in Hong Kong is clear’.

Lines 18–19 state that ‘fashion shops are selling clothes designed in Korea’.

Lines 24–28 state that ‘Korean reality television, video games, films and stand-up 
comedians have also increased in popularity in Hong Kong since K-pop’s rise’.

Lines 24–28 state that ‘Korean reality television, video games, films and stand-up comedians have also increased in 
popularity in Hong Kong since K-pop’s rise’.

The adverb ‘here’ refers to ‘Hong Kong’ in line 27.

This is supported by ‘J-pop was around for a long time, and its style has not developed much’ (lines 34–35) and 
‘J-pop stars often speak just Japanese’ (line 39).

Reference question

Specific factual question
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B Choose four pieces of advice to give to a victim of cyberbullying and organize them using the 
mind map below. Remember to give reasons and explanations for each piece of advice.

What is cyberbullying?

Vocabulary 
Book 

pp.34-35

64 Writing task

How to deal with 
cyberbullying

• Why do you think cyberbullying happens?

• What counts as cyberbullying?

• Have you ever experienced cyberbullying?

• What are the effects of cyberbullying?

• What is the best piece of advice you could 
give to someone experiencing cyberbullying?

• What other advice could you give to a victim 
of cyberbullying?

Writing task

Writing a letter of advice

A You are going to write a letter of advice to someone who is a victim of cyberbullying. Discuss 
the questions below with a partner.

           Considering register, tone and style

When you write, it is important to use register, tone and style appropriate to the text type and your reader. When 
you write a letter of advice, should you use formal language and a serious tone? Or informal language and a light-
hearted tone?

Ski�s builder

Teachers have the option of asking less able 
students to refer to the Vocabulary Book or the 
E-book for some useful words and phrases.  

Be careful who you add to your 
social network. Only add people 
you know and trust. Then bullying
will be less likely to happen.  

Take screenshots of the 
bullying. You can take these to 
an adult who may be in a better
position to take action.

Unfriend and block people who are 
bullying you. Then they shouldn’t 
be able to continue the bullying.  

Ask for help.
The more people you ask for help, 
the more advice you will get.
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96 Integrated skills practice

Speaking task

E During the summer, you managed to find time to volunteer and gain some work 
experience. You are meeting with some other students who gained work experience 
over the summer to discuss the benefits of having a summer job.

You may want to talk about:

• how the job improved your work skills

• how your character developed

• any positive habits you formed

• anything else you think is important

My job as a researcher 
wasn’t as interactive as 
yours, but it did help me 
become more focused.

I was a maths tutor all summer. 
Unsurprisingly, the job helped me 
improve my problem-solution skills
… sorry, I meant to say problem-
solving skills.

Working as a 
tour guide helped 
me become more 
confident.

Being a waiter helped 
me become friendlier.

     Self-correcting and asking for the right expression

When we speak, we may sometimes have a slip of the tongue or realize that we have made a 
mistake in a previous turn. When this happens, stay calm and try to correct your mistake.

In a discussion, we may also not be able to think of the right expression. In these instances, ask 
others for help.

Listen for these phrases in the conversation.

Self-correcting … sorry, I meant to say … 
Sorry, when I said … , I actually 
meant …

Asking for the right expression … what’s a better way of saying 
that?

… is there another way to say 
that?

Ski�s builder

Audio

Video
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Reading

Writing

Speaking

�Providing step-by-step guidance to 
meet the needs of diverse learners 

Text type analysis with highlighted 
language features

Graphic organizers

Writing checklistsWriting plans

�Including three tasks set in real-life contexts

Listening task based on 
Paper 3 Part A

Integrated task based 
on Paper 3 Part B

Speaking task based on 
Paper 4 Part A

Selfie culture in Hong Kong is huge… just how far can this trend go?

[1] People in this city take selfies seriously. Hongkongers take selfies in 
restaurants, on hikes, at tourist destinations and even when they are just 
walking down the streets. But how did taking photos of yourself become 
so popular?

[2] The selfie trend has been around since the late 2000s, when smartphones 
became common. At first, people made fun of them. As celebrities began 
posting selfies online, however, the practice became more widespread. In 2010, 
tech company Apple launched an iPhone with a front-facing camera, and selfies 
exploded. As a result of their growing popularity, Oxford Dictionaries named selfie 
as their Word of the Year in 2013. 

[3] Selfies are so common that they have inspired new products and businesses. 
You can now get an app that helps touch up photos before you post them 
online. The selfie stick is also a must-have item for any serious selfie-taker. If 
you have visited Ani-Com Park in Wan Chai, you may have taken selfies with 
statues of your favourite comic characters using these metal sticks. ‘Selfie 
studios’ are also causing a stir in Hong Kong. These are places where you can  
take selfies with fun objects and backgrounds. Vicky Lam, who operates a selfie 
studio called Selfietastic, says, ‘Selfie culture isn’t a passing fad—it’s here  
to stay.’

[4] Selfies have become an important part of our lives. They allow us to share 
with friends and family what we are doing and how we are feeling. They say 
that a picture is worth a thousand words, so maybe selfies have helped us 
communicate more than ever.
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12 Writing task support

Title and byline: Indicate 
the topic. Usually attention-
grabbing.

Introduction: Hooks the 
readers and explains why 
the topic is interesting or 
important.

Main body: Includes a 
background to the topic and 
gives facts to back up the 
main points.

Conclusion: Summarizes 
the main arguments and 
gives the readers something 
more to think about.

Writing task support

Structure of an article
We write articles in order to give readers information about a particular topic. Readers usually want 
to know interesting facts about the topic.
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Unit 1

A Find examples of each of these language features in the article and discuss them with a partner.

Highlight two examples of the simple present tense in yellow.

Highlight two examples of the present perfect tense in green.

Highlight two examples of abstract nouns in blue.

Highlight two examples of words and phrases that establish cause and 

effect in pink.

Underline one example of direct speech.

Circle two examples of rhetorical questions.

Language features of an article 

Articles generally use:

•  present tenses (simple present and present perfect) to talk about events connected 

to the present

• past tenses to talk about events in the past

• abstract nouns to discuss concepts

• adjectives to make descriptions more interesting

• words and phrases that establish cause and effect

• facts to back up general statements

• direct speech to quote interviewees

• rhetorical questions to grab the reader’s attention

13
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D   Read the checklist below. Have you included all these points? Read your draft again and tick the 
boxes. Make any changes if necessary.

 1 I have included an interesting title.

 2 I have used the simple present and present perfect tenses to talk about events connected to 
the present.

 3 I have used past tenses to talk about events in the past.

 4 I have used abstract nouns to discuss concepts.

 5 I have used adjectives to make descriptions more interesting.

 6 I have used words and phrases that establish cause and effect.

 7 I have used facts to back up general statements.

 8 I have used direct speech to quote interviewees.

 9 I have used rhetorical questions to grab the reader’s attention.

10 I have checked my article for spelling and grammar mistakes.

Interesting title
and/or a byline

Introduction:
What is the trend? 
Why is it important 
or interesting?

Main body:
Give background 
information and 
facts about the 
trend. Write about 
150 words.

Direct quote: Is 
there a statement 
from someone 
relevant you can 
include?

Conclusion:
What will happen 
next with this 
trend? Write about 
50 words.

Writing checklist

17Unit 1

C Use the writing plan below to draft your article. Write about 250 words.

When people went to restaurants in the past, they simply started 
eating when the food arrived. Now, it is common to take out a 
smartphone and photograph the food first. How did this strange trend 
begin?

The trend began with social media in the 2000s. People began sharing 
everything about their days, including where they were, who they were 
with and what they were eating. Around this time, food blogs also 
became popular. People started photographing restaurant meals and 
providing reviews.

Food photography has become very popular with young people. It is 
a way of sharing experiences with friends and family, even when you 
cannot be together.

Some people are worried because we now spend more time looking at 
our phones than talking to the people we are with. According to a recent 
study, almost 30 per cent of people feel that their friends ignore them 
at restaurants.

While some people wish that the trend would stop, others are happy 
to see it continue. Wilson Chang, head chef at Kitchen 21, likes it when 
people photograph his meals. ‘It’s great for business,’ he says. ‘People 
see the tasty meals on social media and, as a result, want to come try  
them themselves.’

This trend, however, seems to be fading. There are fewer images of 
meals on social media these days. But a new trend has started. Making 
cooking videos seems to be the next step for food lovers.

Hungry for photos

Model writing
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  Listening for numbers and amounts

You may be required to listen for numbers and amounts. You may hear:
• twenty-four written numerically as 24
• one hundred dollars written numerically as $100

Listening for positive and negative information

You may also need to tell the difference between positive and negative information. Listen for words and 
expressions with positive, negative or neutral meanings:
• positive: perfect/great/fantastic, certainly/definitely, of course
• neutral: all right/OK, maybe/perhaps, I don’t mind
• negative: definitely not/certainly not, bad/awful/terrible, you’re wrong

Ski�s builder

43Unit 2

Integrated task

B   You are attending an Explorers Club meeting. Since you created your web page, some exchange 
students at your school have expressed interest in touring Hong Kong in a responsible way. The 
Explorers Club is thinking of organizing a tour for them. Listen to the meeting and complete the 
note sheet below.

Listening note-taking sheet for the meeting

Benefits of responsible travel

• educates students about nature

• does not harm the environment

Tour options

Option 1 Option 2
Name of tour Geopark Adventure Martial Arts Day Retreat

Price $350 per student $200 per student

What is included a guide
a healthy lunch

kayak rental

bicycle rental
a snack box

a booklet about traditional weapons 

Date every Monday every other Saturday

Time 8 a.m.–3 p.m. 9.30 a.m.–5.30 p.m

3

4

5 5

6 6

7 7

8 8

9 9
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48 Integrated skills practice

  Keeping the discussion going

To create more interaction with group members, always ask for further information and  
clarification, and give clarification. 

Listen for these phrases in the conversation.

Asking for further information Asking for clarification Giving clarification

Could you tell us more about … Would you mind repeating that? I was saying that …

We’d like to know more … Could you please tell us what … 
means?

Let me explain.

Ski�s builder

Could you tell us 
more about that?

We could discuss how we are 
reducing pollution by cycling 
and not taking a taxi or bus. 
In addition, we are helping the 
local economy.

What do you mean by 
the ‘local economy’?

During the tour, we could 
explain to the exchange 
students how responsible 
travel is helping the area.

Speaking task

E   The principal has given the Explorers Club permission to run the tour. As members 
of the club, you are meeting to discuss what information you can give to the 
exchange students during the tour to promote responsible travel.

You may want to talk about:

•  the positive impacts of responsible travel 

• responsible travel in different countries

• how to present the information to the exchange students

• anything else you think is important

Video

Audio
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Integrated skills practice section 

Fully supported Writing task Brand new content

New Ski�s builders

Second Edition

Learn and Practise for HKDSE Success

Specially designed to give 
Secondary 4 students a head 
start on exam skills

4 course units + 4 mock tests

	�Brand new content including the latest HKDSE 
question types and formats

Ski�s builders covering reading, writing, 
listening and speaking

	�Fully supported Writing task for learner diversity

	� Integrated skills practice section with three 
tasks

	�Comprehensive support package

	� Enhanced e-book

Each unit is followed by a thematically linked HKDSE mock test to prepare students for the real 
exam and assess their understanding of the unit language and skills under test conditions.

4

4 course units + 4 HKDSE mock 
tests in one single volume

ADV-MT 1-DSE-ENG LANG 3-A–4 26 © Oxford University Press

Interview details

• Name of band: Autumn Heart (example)

• Music genre: (11) Pop music

• Date and time of interview: (12) 12 March  at (13) 3.45 p.m.

Interview rundown

The band tells funny stories (14) about concerts .

The band sings their (15) newest song .

The band discusses their (16) future plans .

The interview ends, and the band (17) takes selfies  with fans 

and (18)  signs photographs .

L2

L2 L1

L2

L2

L2

L2

L3

Task 2   (11 marks)

Winnie is speaking to the manager of a band to arrange an interview. For Part A, listen to the phone call and fill in 
the missing information in the spaces below. The first one has been provided as an example. In Part B, you have to 
indicate how the interview room is set up. You now have 30 seconds to study the task. At the end of the task, you will 
have one minute to tidy up your answers.

Task 2: Part A
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked.
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Sammy’s Pop Culture Corner
by Sammy Chung

 makes waves in Hong Kong
K-pop

8 Reading

Text 4  Column

[1] When I turn on the radio today, I don’t hear 
local music. I hear K-pop bands like BTS, Girls’ 
Generation, Twice and Big Bang. Their upbeat 
songs are winning over Hong Kong teens. South 
Korea has truly arrived in Hong Kong.  

[2] K-pop boy bands and girl bands 
are legendary for their colourful music 
videos, with well-organized dances 
and amazing style.  
by Psy remains the top viral video 
of all time, with over 2.5 billion 
YouTube hits, while BTS’s , 

received more than 
20 million hits in its first week. 

[3] The influence of the Korean 
Wave in Hong Kong is clear. In 
Causeway Bay and Tsim Sha Tsui, 
fashion shops are selling clothes 
designed in Korea. According to 
Emma Lang, who owns K-Shop, 
‘young people want to make a 
statement, and to look like they just 
stepped out from a K-pop music 
video.’ Korean reality television, 

video games, films and stand-up 
comedians have also increased in 
popularity in Hong Kong since 
K-pop’s rise.

[4] Until recently, J-pop was the 
most popular music genre. Teens 
loved the kawaii, or ‘cute’, look 
featured in J-pop. Anime and 
cosplay were hugely popular here. What changed? 
J-pop was around for a long time, and its style has 
not developed much. K-pop, on the other hand, 
has a fresher sound and makes use of Western 
styles, such as hip-hop and rap. K-pop stars are 
also trained to be international sensations. Where 
J-pop stars often speak just Japanese, K-pop stars 
are likely to speak Korean, Mandarin, Japanese and 
English.

[5] Another possibility is that Hong Kong was ready 
for a change, and K-pop was ready to take over. I, 
for one, am excited about the Korean Wave.
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Gangnam Style

Blood
Sweat and Tears

Track 4
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Text 2  Poem

28 Reading

Electives Poems and Songs

The land of the rising sun
[1] I went to the land of the rising sun,

For the many sights to see.

I’d heard of the bright lights of Tokyo,

And glowing dawns on Mount Fuji.

[2] I’d seen pictures of colourful kimonos,

And of flaming autumn leaves.

I went to the land of the rising sun,

To witness wonders like these.

[3] In the land of the rising sun,

I heard the sounds of a living truth:

From the roaring city traffic, 

To joyful screams of Harajuku youth.

[4] I danced to the music of nature:

Wind rushing through a bamboo flute.

And I prayed in hushed temples

When gongs and bells fell mute.

[5] In the land of the rising sun,

I thrilled to the touch of things:

From slimy, fermented, stringy beans,

To the warmth of Nagano springs. 

[6] From the brief, cool kiss of a snowflake,

Soft and smooth as kimono silk,

To the gentle sweetness of wagashi,

And candies made from creamy milk.

[7] In the land of the rising sun,

I breathed in scented airs:

Hokkaido’s aromatic lavender,

Smoky incense on temple stairs.

[8] In the land of the rising sun,

I found a truly magical land,

With much to praise and to amaze,

More than I’ll ever understand.
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Unit 1 +  
Mock Test 1

Unit 2 + 
Mock Test 2

Unit 3 +  
Mock Test 3 Unit 4 +  

Mock Test 4

Give your students an advantage 
with the new, 
enhanced

            Listening for keywords and specific information

Before the recording is played, underline keywords to help you focus on what to listen for. When listening, pay 
attention to important keywords that will help you complete the task.

Listening for times, dates and locations

You may also need to fill in a schedule or another text type using times, dates and locations. Listen for:
• times: o’clock, a.m./p.m., in the morning/afternoon, when/what time
• dates: days of the week (Monday, Tuesday), months (January, February), ordinal numbers (first, twenty-third)
• locations: prepositions (behind, in front of, near), directions (go straight, turn right/left)

Ski�s builder
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Integrated task

B You are meeting with Mr Yang and the other student winners to discuss the comedy show. Listen 
to the conversation and complete the note sheet below.

Listening note-taking sheet for the meeting

Name of show 

• Laugh out Loud
1

 Comedy Show

Description for flyer 

•• hilarious entertainment
3

Date and time

•• takes place on Friday, 7 May
2

•• runs from 11.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
4

Location

•• takes place in the gym
5

Tickets 

•• tickets are free 

•• students may pick up their tickets from the 
main office during regular school hours
6

Track
7
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www.greenadvisor.hk/reviews/touroperator/backtobasics

www.greenadvisor.hk/reviews/touroperator/forestheart

45Unit 2

Tour review on greenadvisor.com (1)

Tour review on greenadvisor.com (2)

An adventurous day in the Hong Kong Global Geopark

Last week I went on a tour with Back to Basics 
Ecotours. The package was called 
‘Geopark Adventure’ … and what an adventure it was!

We kayaked to different islands in the Geopark. On 
each island, the guide gave us a lecture about the local 
environment. There were also opportunities for 
swimming. I saw a huge jellyfish, so I leapt out of the 
water! Towards the end we were able to visit a local 
Hakka village, which was fascinating because of the 
high walls and unique culture. 

I would recommend this tour to anyone who loves 
nature and wants to travel responsibly. Also, Back to 
Basics always hires people from nearby villages, so 
you’re supporting a good company!

More 

10

5

12

13

14

15

11

Practising martial arts on Lantau Island

My family and I had a great time at a martial arts 
retreat organized by Forest Heart Studio. 

The day started with a brief cycling tour around 
Lantau Island. Our destination was the martial arts
studio, surrounded by beautiful hills. There, a kung
fu master taught us some basic techniques. We also 
joined a class on traditional weapons and learnt how to 
handle the kung fu staff.

Forest Heart Studio is completely run by solar power. It 
was nice to know that we weren’t using too much 
energy, and that our trip was environmentally friendly. 
I give this trip five stars!

More 
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44 Integrated skills practice

C   You have received an email from Timothy, the chairperson of the Explorers Club, about the next 
step in organizing the tour for the exchange students. You are also reading some tour reviews 

and the student online forum.

Email from Timothy

Hi Jesse,

Your trip sounded so fantastic! I hope we can organize something just as exciting here in 

Hong Kong.

Would you be able to draft the formal email to Principal Leung to propose a tour for the

exchange students at our school?

In your email, you should include the following:

• the benefits of responsible travel

• the one tour you want to recommend

•  the price (and what it includes), date and time of the tour

•  who organizes the tour, and how the company supports responsible travel

• what students do during the tour

• two reasons for choosing this tour

• any possible problems with the tour

Finally, of course, ask Principal Leung for his approval! I really hope he agrees to this.

Look at your notes from our meeting, the tour reviews on greenadvisor.hk and the student 

online forum for information. If anyone can convince him, I’m sure it’s you.

Thanks for taking this on.

All the best,

Timothy

1 2

19

To: Jesse Chu

From: Timothy Ma

Subject: Follow-up

20
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