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Revision 1

The simple past tense
There is one mistake in every line of this excerpt from a ghost story. Cross out the mistakes and write the corrections above them.

In the park one summer’s day, young Lester’s kite is high in the sky when his string 
broke. The kite flies off and disappeared behind the trees. Poor Lester started to cry.
‘Where is the kite go?’ asked Liz, Lester’s older sister. ‘Did it get stuck in the trees?’
‘No, it didn’t,’ I replied. ‘I see it fly into the top window of the Black House.’ The Black 
House was the old, abandoned house at the end of our street. All of us was scared of 
the place. We believed it is haunted.

‘Could you get it back, please?’ Liz asked me. I really liked Liz and was not want to 
look like a coward, so I agree.

When I walked into the Black House, I am not feel brave. I wanted to turn back. 
Instead, I creep up the stairs. Each step creaked under my weight. Suddenly, I heard 
a soft thud somewhere on the floor above me. ‘What did that?’ I asked myself. Were 
there someone or something else in the house? ‘No, there couldn’t be,’ I convince 
myself. Right after I taked another step, though, I heard another, louder thud!

The past continuous tense
A police officer is questioning an eyewitness at the scene of a car accident. Complete the questions and answers using the words in brackets. Make sure you use the correct form of the verbs. You also need to make some of the verbs negative.
P : What (1)  (do) when the accident 

(2)   (happen)?
E : (3)  (wait) to cross the road at this corner. Then suddenly 

(4)   (see) the car approaching.
P : (5)  (the car/brake)?
E : (6)  (7)  (speed) up because 

(8)   (the light/change) from green to red.P : (9)  (the women/cross) the road while 
(10)   (the light/change)?

E : (11)  They started crossing the road before 
(12)   (the light/finish) changing. 
(13)   (pay) attention because 
(14)   (talk) excitedly with each other.P : I think that’s all for now. Thank you very much for answering my questions.E : No problem, officer.

E  = Eyewitness
P  = Police officer
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Revision 1: Tenses 1 + Tenses 2

The Present Day 

Frequently Asked Questions

The 

Present Day?

The Present Day
The Present Day

The Present Day

The present continuous tense
Two friends are chatting online. Complete their chat using the correct form of the verbs in 
brackets. You also need to make some of the verbs negative.

 Lisa:

 Jane:

 Lisa:

 Jane:
 Lisa:

Beautiful
 Jane:

 Lisa:

 Jane:
 Lisa:

 Jane:

The simple present tense
Read this web page about The Present Day. Complete the questions and answers by adding 
the missing word(s).

http://www.channel2.com/shows/the_present_day/faqs.htm
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The simple present tense
When should I use the simple present tense?
We use the simple present tense to talk about …

  The Present Day is a chat show. / Sabrina and Johnny are famous. / Sabrina is almost 40 years old. 

I go to the gym every day. / I always eat salads and drink fruit juice.

He loves my voice. / This juice tastes delicious. / You look great!

How do I form statements in the simple present tense?With the verb be, 

Subject be (am/are/is) 

I
 am 

 am not (’m not) 

You
 are 

 are not (aren’t) 

He/She/It
 is 

 is not (isn’t) 

We/You/They 
 are 

 are not (aren’t) 

Activity 1

Complete the sentences with the correct forms of the verb be.

is not/isn’t

 poor 

Tip: We often use 
adverbs of frequency 
(e.g. always, never, 
sometimes) when we 
talk about habits.

➞ Unit 9: Adverbs

 
Useful grammar term: 
When we put two words 
together, we call it a 
contraction (e.g. is not 
➝ isn’t, I am ➝ I’m).

We can also contract 
negative sentences 
without contracting the 
word not, e.g. you’re 
not, he’s not, she’s not, 
we’re not, they’re not.

We often use 
contractions in spoken 
English and in informal 
writing, e.g. in letters 
to friends. However, we 
do NOT use 
contractions in formal 
writing.

W
t
c

➝

W
n
w
w
n
w

W
co
En
w
to
do
co
wr

5

1   Tenses 1  The simple present tense

About The Present Day

 Type: Chat show Host: Johnny Ma Time: 6.30 p.m. (Mon.–Fri.)

 Channel: Channel 2 Duration: 1/2 hr Ratings: Top 10

The Present Day is a TV chat show. It isn’t on the radio. The programme only run from Monday to Friday; 

it is on at the weekend. The show last for half an hour from 6.30 to 7 p.m. The host of the show Johnny Ma 

and his guests are usually celebrities.

Celebrities are being famous people. Ratings show how popular a programme is and The Present Day enjoy 

very high ratings.

Johnny like his work but he do not go to work at the weekends. He often stay at home surfing the Internet for 

interesting stories.

runs

Activity 3

Look at this review of Sabrina’s CD. Complete it using the correct forms of the verbs in 

brackets. You need to make some of the verbs negative by using not.

Activity 4

Read the information box and the article about The Present Day, Johnny’s chat show. There 

are 10 mistakes in total in the article. Cross out the mistakes and, where appropriate, write 

the corrections above them. Insert missing words with a /\ .

Sabrina Fung: Beautiful ★✩✩✩✩

The title of Sabrina Fung’s CD (1)   (be) 

Beautiful. And of course, most of us 

(2)   (agree) that Sabrina 

(3)   (be) a very beautiful woman. She 

(4)   (be) a great model and I 

(5)   (be) a big fan of her work. 

Unfortunately, Sabrina’s voice (6)   (be) 

very beautiful and her songs (7)   (be) 

very beautiful, either. She (8)   (try) hard 

to be a modern pop star, but the songs on Beautiful 

(9)   (sound) modern. They just 

(10)   (sound) bad.

Most of the songs (11)   (be) very slow, 

and the words (12)   (be) any good at 

all. For example, in the song ‘Chico’, Sabrina 

(13)   (sing) about her dog: Chico 

(14)   (be) always happy / Chico 

(15)   (be) always glad / Chico never 

(16)   (bark) at me / Chico 

(17)   (get) mad. Terrible! 

Frankie Chan (18)   (play) all the 

instruments on the CD and he also (19)   

(sing) on three songs. Frankie (20)   (be) 

a bad singer—his voice is much better than Sabrina’s. 

The problem is that he (21)   (play) the 

instruments very well. Even I (22)   (be) 

a better guitarist than he is! Sabrina 

(23)   (need) to get some real musicians 

if she (24)   (want) to make another CD.

Buy Beautiful only if you (25)   (be) one 

of Sabrina Fung’s relatives or if you 

(26)   (like) really horrible music. 

HKDSE Grammar is a comprehensive grammar book that contains all 
the grammar students need for the HKDSE exam. This new grammar 
series provides abundant practices and has the following features:

Comprehensive coverage of grammar items

Getting students ready for the HKDSE exam

Step-by-step approach 
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Tenses 1  The presentUnit

1

There are many more examples of the simple present tense and the present continuous 
tense in the conversation. Can you find all of them? Underline the examples of the simple 
present tense and circle the examples of the present continuous tense.

In this unit, we will look at two present tenses:
The simple present: I am Johnny Ma. / You are almost 40 years old. / You look 
great.
The present continuous: I’m (= I am) sitting here with Sabrina. / What are you 

working on at the moment? / I’m recording a CD.

It is easy, Johnny. I go to the gym every day. I don’t 
eat unhealthy food, and of course, I never drink 
alcohol. I always eat salads and drink fruit juice. 
See, I’m drinking tomato juice. It tastes delicious!

Welcome to The Present Day ! I am Johnny 
Ma and I’m sitting here with Sabrina Fung, 
the famous model. Wow! Sabrina, you are 
almost 40 years old, and you look great! How 
do you stay so young and healthy?

Sabrina, you aren’t just a model, you 
are a singer as well. What are you 
working on at the moment?

I’m recording a CD together with 
Frankie Chan. Do you know him?

No, I don’t. I’m afraid that name 
doesn’t ring a bell. Who’s he?

Frankie Chan is a wonderful singer. He 
doesn’t usually work with other singers, but 
he loves my voice. Frankie plays all the 
instruments on the CD as well. I’m learning 
so much from working with him.
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Common mistakes

Common mistakes
Can you find the mistakes in these sentences? Cross out the mistakes and, where necessary, write the corrections 
above them. Insert missing words with a /\ . Check your answers on page 277.

 1 I have computer at home.

 2 Have you been to USA?

 3 I have a lot of homeworks today.

 4 The staffs are well trained.

 5 Less people than expected have visited 

Disneyland.

 6 After finishing nine years of compulsory 

education, you mustn’t study any more.

 7 Although I worked very hard, but my results  

were still disappointing.

 8 I am very interesting in science.

 9 If your ready, then let’s hurry up.

 10 Everyone loves Supercharge. The band is very 

success.

 11 I like play computer games.

 12 We should better leave early if we want to get 

there before the show starts.

 13 The teacher suggested to visit a library.

 14 This is a good news.

 15 If she hasn’t got so angry with me, I wouldn’t 

have left early.

 16 I want to emphasize on the importance  

of reading.

 17 Hong Kong is lack of natural resources.

 18 I thought that the other place would be better,  

but it was even more worse.

 19 Most parents are interested with their children’s 

academic performance.

 20 Traffic accidents are easily occurred.

 21 At last weekend, we went to the beach.

 22 I look forward to meet you next week.

 23 I wish you can visit Hong Kong soon.

 24 I always go to shopping at the weekends when  

I don’t have to work.

 25 If you’ll go there, you’ll be in trouble.

 26 May I introduce you to some my friends?

 27 We had some prawns that cost $300 one pound.

 28 I was listen to this amazing CD yesterday.

 29 You should bring some extra clothes with you in 

case of you have to stay there overnight.

 30 We need to go through the information thorough.
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Activity 12

Andy is chatting with his classmate Joey. Complete their conversation using suitable 
quantifiers and the correct forms of there is/there are. You may need to make some of the 
sentences negative by adding not.

 J: How was the camp?

 A: I think (1)  there were too many  participants. The campsite was very crowded.

 J: (2)  facilities for (3)  the participants?

 A: No, unfortunately (4)  facilities for us all. We often 

had to queue up for them.

 J: What about group activities?

 A: (5)  different activities, but  

(6)  time for us to try them all. Our team took part in 

(7)  sporting competitions, though.

 J: Did your team win (8)  prizes?

 A: No, we didn’t win (9) . We were quite disappointed.

 J: Oh well, better luck next time. What kind of food did you get there?

 A: Well, the food was OK, but (10)  variety. We had 

the same breakfast every day. For dinner, it was usually (11)  pork  

(12)  chicken.

 J: Did the organizer get (13)  of complaints?

 A: I heard from (14)  on the organizing committee that they did receive 

quite (15)  complaints on the last day. 

 J: Then I hope they’ll do a better job next year, at least.

Activity 13

The chairperson of the Music Club has written a news report about their annual singing 
contest. Help him proofread the report. There are 15 mistakes in total. Cross out the 
mistakes and write the corrections above them. Insert missing words with a /\ .

Exam reporter  Many 
students had problems 
with subject-verb 
agreement, both in the 
2012 and 2013 HKDSE 
exams. Some examples 
(from Paper 2): no one 

want to lose; the music 

were still playing; his 
masterpiece were safe; 
trees was green.

This year’s singing contest

Our annual singing contest was held last week. Thanks to the support of every teachers and fellow 

students, the contest went well.

The total number of applications received were fifty, so we had much more applications than last year. 

It took the organizing committee many time to select the twelve finalists. Among the finalists, there 

were as much girls as boys. Both of them put on good performance on the night of the contest.

The contestants came from all form. First prize went to a Secondary 6 student. Two contestants were 

awarded the same marks so two of them got second prize.

Most of the songs were in Cantonese; only few were in English.

According to the two judges, the overall standard of the contestants were very high this year.

Either of them found it easy to select the three winner.

The organizers put in a lot effort to make this contest a success so we owe them our gratitudes.

all/both

30

Self-assessment 1

Self-assessment 1: 
The present + The past
You are preparing for the HKDSE exam by doing mock papers. You have just written the 
letter of complaint below as an answer to a Paper 2 Part A question. However, there are 
20 mistakes in the letter. Cross out the mistakes and write the corrections above them. 
Then check your answers on page 31.

Dear Sir/Madam,

I write to draw your attention to something very unpleasant I witness when 

I visited your library last Saturday.

I often go to the public library to do my homework. Now, as the HKDSE 

exam approaches, I spend more and more time in the library.

I remembered everything clearly. On that day, I was in your library just 

after lunchtime. It wasn’t easy for me to find a seat. When I finally find one, 

I sit down immediately. It was a long table. A few young men was siting 

opposite me. 

The moment I was starting to read my book, a mobile phone rang. The 

ringing sound was very disturbing, but I didn’t know where it was coming 

from. I was hoping that a library assistant would turn up to do something 

about it. Was anything happened? No, nothing.

Later, things were getting worse. The young men opposite begin chatting. 

They also passing around some food to one another. Quite a few of those 

sitting near them, including myself, were looking at the young men, hoping 

that they would stop what they did.

Does it work? No, it doesn’t. The young men simply ignored us. So I left.

I wonder why these young men behaved the way they were. Did they think 

they were in their own living room? I also wonder what I can do if the same 

thing happen again during my next visit to your library. 

Yours faithfully,

Ivy Mok


