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New Thematic Anthology is a one-volume reading series which 
aims to broaden and deepen students’ learning experiences. 
The series contains 40 units, offering a rich and varied range 
of texts—from authentic articles to sci-fi stories. The series are 
available in Set A and Set B to cater to the needs of students.

Topic exposure

Extensive coverage of text types

 
argumentative essay

A wide range of reading texts— 
Classic and Authentic ones

Text Author/Source

‘1984’ George Orwell

‘Television’ Roald Dahl 

‘Safari saviour’ South China Morning Post

‘How technology affects us’ Teen Ink Magazine

‘Vertical farms’ Time Out Hong Kong

‘The Tell-Tale Heart’ Edgar Allan Poe

New York Times
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Debate the question below in a small group.
If you were given the chance, would you try to become a K-pop star? Why/
why not?

 9 Explain why the entertainment companies feel they deserve most of the 
profits from the success of their K-pop artists.

___________________________________________________________________

10 Match the correct subheadings (A–D) to the paragraphs in the article. Write 
the letter in the space next to the paragraph numbers.

Subheadings Paragraph Nos. (A–D)

A Strict schedule 3

B Isolated from the outside world 4

C Small profits 5

D Fighting to survive 6

11 Why did Dong Bang Shin Ki take legal action against their management 
company?

___________________________________________________________________

1 2 What is the main idea of paragraph 8?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

13 What does paragraph 9 tell us about the writer’s attitudes and opinions?

A He advises teens to follow their dreams. 

B He is against youngsters pursuing a K-pop career. 

C He thinks youngsters should know the truth about the K-pop  
industry.

D He is frustrated by the demanding schedules of K-pop stars. 

1 4 What is the writer’s main purpose in writing the article?

A to inform 

B to persuade 

C to complain 

D to entertain 

15 Why might some parents disapprove of their children trying to become 
K-pop stars?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Answer the following questions using information from the article. Write your 
answers in the spaces provided. For multiple-choice questions, choose the best 
answer and blacken ONE circle only.

 1 According to paragraph 1, name two things that contribute to K-pop’s 
popularity.

___________________________________________________________________

 2 Find a word in paragraph 1 that can be replaced by ‘in South Korea’.

___________________________________________________________________

 3 Use ONE word to complete each blank.

  K-pop groups train for many years before ____________ their debut 

because they cannot make any ____________ when they are ____________ 

and dancing on stage.

 4 What does ‘they’ refer to in line 34?

___________________________________________________________________

 5 Paragraph 4 mentions several elements that are involved in K-pop recruits’ 
training. Match each of the following speech bubbles with one of the 
elements listed in the paragraph. Write the appropriate element under the 
speech bubble.

i) _________________ ii) _________________ iii) _________________

 6 Why do groups continue to practise during their free time?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

 7 Lee Hwan Hee’s response to her training has been included to illustrate 
which point in paragraph 5?

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

 8 Find a phrase in paragraph 6 that means the same as ‘the largest portion’.

___________________________________________________________________

I practise speaking 
English every day.

I constantly have 
to watch what I 
eat.

Our dance moves 
have to be in sync 
with the music.
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 So you want to be a K-pop star?
 Ravin Daswani

You are going to read a feature article about the K-pop industry. Before you start 
reading, discuss these questions with your partner.

1 Do you listen to K-pop music? Who are your favourite K-pop artists and 
why? Have you seen any K-pop music videos or been to a K-pop concert? 
What are they like?

2 What skills and talents do you need to become a successful K-pop star?

1 With South Korea’s K-pop music 

sweeping the world because of its catchy 

tunes and intricate dance routines, more 

and more teenagers are dreaming of 

K-pop stardom. Girl groups, such as 

Girls’ Generation and Wonder Girls, 

and boy groups, such as Big Bang and 

Beast, are now idols for many teens 

and young adults both domestically and 

abroad. However, the road to stardom 

has been anything but easy for these pop 

sensations, and the glitz and glamour 

of being a K-pop star may not be as 

rewarding as people might think.

2 When the typical K-pop group makes 

their debut on stage, they are a polished 

unit. The performers sing in harmony 

and dance complex choreography 

without any mistakes. Fans are 

immediately captivated and probably 

member of the group has had to make.
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Youngsters aspiring to be the next 

big thing in the world of K-pop 

start auditioning their talents for big 

entertainment companies when they are 

as young as ten. Successful candidates 

usually have to sign non-negotiable, 

long-term contracts that ensure they 

will no longer have any time for family 

or friends. In an interview, Joy, an 

ex-member of the group RaNia, stated 

that before her group debuted, they were 

not allowed to have phones or hang out 

with friends.

4 However, not being allowed to 

contact their friends is just one of a 

number of harsh rules detailed in the 

trainees’ contracts. For example, the new 

recruits have to follow a tough schedule, 

and they usually have to follow it for 

several years before the companies 

consider them ready for their debut. 
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K-pop stardom: 
the truth behind the dream
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 World heritage 
 Andrew Doig

You are going to read about the effects of tourism on World Heritage Sites. Before you 
start reading, discuss these questions with your partner.

1 Why is heritage important? What makes a place an important heritage site? 

2 Can you name some famous heritage sites? Think of as many as you can.

3 Should heritage sites be protected? If so, what should be done to protect them? 

1 There are natural, cultural and historical places all over the world 

that serve as important records of our identities. In modern society,  

it is important to conserve these sites amid economic development 

and modernization. But who can protect these places? Who makes the 

choice about which natural or man-made sites deserve protection?

A _____________________________________________________

2 The power to make these decisions has been given to the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

World Heritage Committee (WHC). This body is responsible for 

cataloguing, naming and conserving sites of outstanding cultural or 

natural importance. The criteria they use for their selection include 

being of great cultural or historic significance, being a unique example 

of architecture or a traditional way of life, representing a significant 

ecological system or being of exceptional beauty or importance. 

3 Hong Kong residents undoubtedly believe there are many sites in 

our home region that the WHC ought to recognize, such as the Chi 

Lin Nunnery in Diamond Hill. However, while China has 45 World 

Heritage Sites (such as the Great Wall and the Forbidden City), and the 

historic centre of Macau is one, there are currently none in Hong Kong.
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 Hong Kong-Mainland tension 
Sarita Cho

You are going to read an essay that addresses some people’s concerns about Mainland 
students studying and working in Hong Kong. Before you start reading, discuss these 
questions with your partner.

1 On the whole, what are Hong Kong people’s attitude towards Mainland 
Chinese and why? 

2 A full-page advertisement expressed a group of Hong Kong students’ outrage 
over the increasing number of Mainland students being accepted into local 
universities. What do you think are some effects of Mainland students being 
allowed to study and work in Hong Kong?

Are Mainland Chinese students 
‘robbing Hong Kong locals of school 
places and jobs’? 

By Vicky Feng

1 Born and raised in Shanghai, I arrived in Hong Kong to 
study journalism about one year ago. I don’t consider myself a 
Hongkonger yet, but I feel I am no longer just Shanghainese or 
Mainland Chinese. Hong Kong has left something in my life.

2 Half an insider and half-outsider in this vibrant international 
city, I have come to understand why some local students feel 
concerned about people from the Mainland studying here. 
Increasing competition for better marks at school and for limited 
jobs naturally makes people nervous. Some may become emotional.

3 I am not immune to these feelings. But in my opinion, some 
local youths are overreacting as they raised money to buy an 
advertisement in a newspaper criticising Mainland Chinese 
students. Resorting to xenophobia is counterproductive, and it 
makes losers out of all of us.
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 Rise of the ‘Kong kid’
By Ravin Daswani

You are going to read an essay about the ‘monster’ style of parenting. Before you start 
reading, discuss these questions with your partner.

1 What do you think the ‘monster’ style of parenting is? How would you 
describe this style of parenting? 

2 If you were a parent in Hong Kong, how would you raise your child? Would 
you follow the ‘monster’ style of parenting, or would you raise your child 
another way? Explain.

1 Do your parents control every 
part of your timetable from sunup 
to sundown and dote on your every 
need, pampering you to the point 
where you expect nearly everything 
to be done for you? If so, they may 
be part of the group of Hong Kong 
fathers and mothers who have made 
the ‘monster’ style of parenting 
so prevalent in this city. While 
a somewhat comical term, it has 
clearly negative implications derived 
from what critics say is an excessive 
approach to raising children. The 
question remains whether ‘monster 
parents’ really are monsters or 
whether their style of parenting 
is, on balance, what children in 
an evermore competitive world 
require?
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2 Certainly, it is fair to argue that by 
not creating a jam-packed timetable 
of various extra-curricular lessons for 
your children, you leave the door open 
for them to fall behind their peers. This 
argument bears more weight when 
considering the indisputable fact that 
the global population is rising, and the 
resulting competition—for anything 
from seats in elite schools to places in 
prestigious universities to sought-after 
jobs—is becoming more ferocious.  
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Are ‘monster parents’ 

really monsters
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 Turn off the TV
Sarita Cho

You are going to read a poem about the negative effects of watching TV. Before you 

start reading, discuss these questions with your partner.

1 How often do you watch TV? Do you think television has become less 

important since the introduction of computers, tablets and mobile phones? 

Why/why not?

2 Name some advantages and disadvantages of watching TV.

The most important thing we’ve learned, 

So far as children are concerned, 

Is never, NEVER, NEVER let 

Them near your television set— 

Or better still, just don’t install 

The idiotic thing at all. 

In almost every house we’ve been, 

We’ve watched them gaping at the screen. 

They loll and slop and lounge about, 

And stare until their eyes pop out. 

(Last week in someone’s place we saw 

A dozen eyeballs on the floor.) 

They sit and stare and stare and sit 

Until they’re hypnotized by it, 

Until they’re absolutely drunk 

With all that shocking ghastly junk. 

Oh yes, we know it keeps them still, 

They don’t climb out the window sill, 

They never fight or kick or punch, 

They leave you free to cook the lunch 

And wash the dishes in the sink— 

But did you ever stop to think, 

Television 
From Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

by Roald Dahl 
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To wonder just exactly what 

This does to your beloved tot? 

IT ROTS THE SENSE IN THE HEAD! 

IT KILLS IMAGINATION DEAD! 

IT CLOGS AND CLUTTERS UP THE MIND! 

IT MAKES A CHILD SO DULL AND BLIND 

HE CAN NO LONGER UNDERSTAND 

A FANTASY, A FAIRYLAND! 

HIS BRAIN BECOMES AS SOFT AS CHEESE! 

HIS POWERS OF THINKING RUST AND FREEZE! 

HE CANNOT THINK—HE ONLY SEES! 

‘All right!’ you’ll cry. ‘All right!’ you’ll say, 

‘But if we take the set away, 

What shall we do to entertain 

Our darling children? Please explain!’ 

We’ll answer this by asking you, 

‘What used the darling ones to do? 

‘How used they keep themselves contented 

Before this monster was invented?’ 
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 Cosplay culture
 Pavan Shamdasani

You are going to read a blog entry by a Japanese girl who likes cosplay. Before you start 
reading, discuss these questions with your partner.

1 What do you know about cosplay? How does it differ from dressing up at 
Halloween?

2 Why do you think people dress up in cosplay costumes?
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28 October 

Hi everyone!

1 Last week, I was talking to my friend Keiko about 
our mutual love for cosplay. She was surprised by how 
much I knew about the subject, and suggested that I 
write a blog entry about cosplay, so here it is!

2 Cosplay, for those who aren’t in the know, is short 
for ‘costume role-play’. It basically refers to the act of 
dressing up as your favourite character. The character 
can be from any form of media (TV shows, films, 
books, video games … you name it!), but cosplay 
is far from your average Halloween dress-up. The 
objective isn’t simply to try to resemble the character 
for one night, but recreate its persona as closely as 
possible for as long as possible. Or as I like to say, to 
be the character. 

3 It’s true that some people take the easy way out 
and buy their clothes and accessories from costume 

The fascinating world of cosplay

http://www.blogworld.jp/yuki_kimura
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 Discovering chocolate
 

Sarita Cho
You are going to read an article about how chocolate was created. Before you start reading, discuss these questions with your partner.

1 Do you enjoy eating chocolate? Why/why not? How does eating chocolate make you feel?
2 Where do you think chocolate comes from? How is it made?
3 What role does chocolate play in our society? Is chocolate part of any cultural celebrations or special occasions?

2 The Mayans and Aztecs used cacao beans 

to make a dark, bitter drink by grinding and 

mixing them with water and other spices. 

This drink was consumed during religious 

ceremonies and special occasions. It was also 

given to warriors to give them energy during 

battle. There’s even evidence, from a sixteenth-

century Aztec document, that cacao beans 

were used as currency. For instance, 100 cacao 

beans could buy a turkey hen.

3 Even though Christopher Columbus was 

the first European to get a glimpse of cacao 

beans in 1502, it wasn’t until Hernando Cortez 

brought the beans back to the Spanish court 

in the sixteenth century that chocolate began 

to spread to Europe. At first the Spanish didn’t 

like the taste of pure cacao beans, but soon 

new recipes were created that made them 

more palatable. Mixed with sugar or honey and 

spices, such as vanilla and cinnamon, the beans 

were made into a drink that quickly became 

popular in the Spanish court.

1 Have you ever looked at the ingredients  

in a chocolate bar? Chances are you’ll find 

sugar, flavourings and something called 

‘cocoa butter’. Cocoa butter is produced from 

the fat of a bean called the cacao bean. These 

beans are the seeds of the fruit that grows 

on the cacao tree, Theobroma cacao (which 

means ‘food of the gods’). For many ancient 

Central and South American civilizations, 

including the Mayans and Aztecs, cacao 

was believed to contain magical and divine 

properties and was even used as a form 

of currency. So just how did the cacao 

bean evolve from a monetary unit into the 

delicious treat we know today?

1

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

i

t 

18

116

 A puzzling case
Andrew Doig

You are going to read a short story. Before you start reading, discuss these questions 
with your partner.

1 Read the first sentence of the story. What predictions can you make about what 
happens? What kind of story is it?

2 Now read the last sentence of the story. What do you think happens between 
the first line and the last line?

Murder with no mess
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1 Inspector Steven Yau has been to 
countless murder scenes in his career, 
but he has never seen a murder scene 
like this one.
2 The victim has died from an 
apparent knife wound in his chest. 
However, there is no blood on 
his clothes or body, and where the 
knife went in, it is clean. The body lies 
motionless on a chair in the middle of 
the tidy living room of his immaculate 
mansion, and yet none of the furniture 
has been knocked over, and no blood 
has fallen on the beautiful, oriental 
carpet. The doors to the mansion 
were locked when the victim’s fiancée 
arrived, and nothing has been stolen 
from the mansion. 
3 Miss Li, the victim’s fiancée, is 
weeping. Through her tears she says, 
‘But … but … we are going to get 
married next week. What am I going 
to do?’

4 The motherly-looking housekeeper, 
Susie, puts her arm around Miss Li and 
awkwardly pats her shoulder while Miss Li 
sobs loudly.
5 ‘I’m very sorry, Miss Li,’ says Inspector 
Yau. ‘But I’m afraid you’re not going to 
get married. However, I promise that I’m 
going to find the person who killed your 
fiancé.’ Miss Li weeps even more loudly.
6 A young policeman silently approaches 
Inspector Yau. ‘Excuse me, sir,’ he says in 
a hushed tone, ‘but I think you should see 
this.’
7 Yau follows the policeman out of the 
living room, down the long hallway and 
out of the back door of the house into an 
exquisite, expansive garden. It takes a 
couple of minutes to walk across it.  
‘A lavish mansion and a vast garden,’ 
thinks Yau. ‘He was a very well-off man.’


