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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
(1) There are two parts (A and B) in this paper. All candidates 

should attempt ALL tasks in Part A. In Part B, you should 
attempt either Part B1 (easier section) OR Part B2 (more 
difficult section). Candidates attempting Parts A and B2 will 
be able to attain the full range of levels, while Level 4 will 
be the highest level attainable for candidates attempting 
Parts A and B1.

(2) Write your Candidate Number on the appropriate pages 
of the Part A Question-Answer Book and both Part B 
Question-Answer Books.

(3) Write your answers clearly and neatly in the spaces 
provided in the Question-Answer Books. Answers written in 
the margins will not be marked. You are advised to use a 
pencil for Part A.

(4) All listening materials will be played ONCE only.(5) Supplementary answer sheets will be supplied on request. 
Write your Candidate Number and mark the question 
number box on each sheet.

(6) No extra time will be given to candidates for fil l ing 
in the question number boxes after the ‘Time is up’ 
announcement.

(7) The two Question-Answer Books attempted by candidates 
(one for Part A and one for Part B) will be collected together 
at the end of the examination.

(8) The other unused Question-Answer Book for Part B will be 
collected separately at the end of the examination. This will 
not be marked. Do not write any answers in it.
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

END OF TASK 8

Task 8: Overview for principal   (16 marks)

Write an overview for the school principal of what the club is doing for De-stress Fest using information from the B2 Data File and your notes. Write around 80 words.

5

10

15

20

The Social Events Club is organizing two events for De-stress Fest. The first is a visit to the Hong Kong Dog 
Protection Centre on 7 June, where students will pet and play with the dogs, and also take them for walks.
The second event is a visit to Tai Po Elderly Home on 5 June. Students will read to the visually impaired 
residents.

For both of these events, we will go by school bus.

8.1a (TS)

8.1b (TS) 8.1c (TS) 8.1d (TS)

8.2a (TS) 8.2b (TS, DF3) 8.2c (TS)

8.3 (TS, DF3)
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Model writing

Please refer to the Detailed Explanations in 
the E-book for the full marking schemes.

Task completion = 7 marks
Language = 5 marks
Coherence and organization = 2 marks
Appropriacy = 2 marks

Mark Allocation Grid
Note to markers: The table below indicates the number of 
marks to be awarded for each section of the task.

Section No. of correct points Mark to be awarded

8.1

4 3

3 2

1–2 1

0 0

8.2

3 3

2 2

1 1

0 0

8.3
1 1

0 0
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END OF TASK 5

Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

Task 5: Promotional web page   (11 marks) 
Complete the web page below using information from the B1 Data File and your notes. 

Pet Your Stress Away!
5.1 (DF2)

Social Events Club is inviting all students to join us on a visit to the Hong Kong Dog Protection Centre.Date: 7 June
5.2 (TS)

Pick-up time: 12.30 p.m.
5.3 (DF3)

Pick-up location: outside of the school’s main entrance

5.4 (TS)

What will you do at the Hong Kong Dog Protection Centre?
You will be able to:

• pet and play with the dogs
5.5 (TS)

• walk the dogs there
5.6 (TS)

After the visit ends at 4.30 p.m., the school bus will drop off participants at the Tsuen Wan MTR Station
5.7 (TS)

.Contact person: Farrah Yeung
5.8 (DF2)

Email address:  f.yeung@secklfhk.edu
5.9 (DF2)

 

Please refer to the Detailed Explanations in the E-book for the full marking schemes.

Task completion = 9 marks
Language = 2 marks

Go on to the next page
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Listening skills

Activating background knowledge (p. 2)

Listening and taking notes (p. 4)

Listening for keywords and specific 

information (p. 6)

Integrated skills

Skimming the Data Files (p. 8)

Scanning for specific information (p. 10)

Writing from notes (p. 12) 

Writing to an outline (p. 15) 

School life is golden!

In this unit, you will learn the following: 

1
Paper 3
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Reading skills 1

Glossary

Blog entry (p. 3)  

blare out (line 15) v. to make a loud unpleasant noise 發出刺耳的聲音

blush (line 4) v. to become red in the face because you are 

embarrassed or ashamed

臉紅

confidently (line 14) adv. in a way that shows you feel sure about 

your own ability to do things and be successful

信心十足地

dress for success (title) idm. to dress nicely, in the hope of inviting 

success in a particular area

穿著得宜以致邁向成功

exam stress (line 23) n. pressure or worry caused by an exam 考試壓力

furious (line 19) adj. very angry 狂怒的

invigilator (line 19) n. a person who supervises candidates during 

an exam

監考人員

let out a sigh of relief (line 13) idm. to suddenly feel very happy 

or relieved because something unpleasant or stressful has been 

avoided or has ended

鬆了一口氣

make good progress (line 14) v. phr. to achieve desirable results 

within your accepted time limit

取得良好的進展

nervous (line 2) adj. anxious about something or afraid of 

something

緊張不安的

nervously (line 12) adv. in a worried or frightened way 擔憂地；緊張地

novelty (line 7) adj. different and unusual; intended to be amusing 

and to catch people’s attention

新奇的

relieve (line 22) v. to remove or reduce an unpleasant feeling or pain 減輕

straightforward (line 13) adj. easy to do or to understand; not 

complicated

簡單直接的

tune (title) n. a series of musical notes that are sung or played in a 

particular order to form a piece of music

曲調

with flying colours (line 21) idm. very well; with a very high mark/

grade

成績優異地；出色地

Papers 1 & 2 Exam Skills Booster
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Listening to different accents
There are different native speaker and non-native speaker varieties of English. Speakers usually differ in the way they stress the words or pronounce the vowels. Try to listen to different accents and get comfortable with them so that you won’t be surprised when you hear them in the exam.

B8  Listen to the conversation between an American student and a British tutor. Write the words that create confusion between the American student and British tutor due to different pronunciations.

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

B9  Listen to a conversation between two secondary school students who recently moved to Hong Kong. Answer the questions about their discussion.
1 What country is each student from?

Kelsie            Charlie          
2 What is Kelsie anxious about?

3 What is Charlie feeling anxious about?

4 What is the meaning of ‘arvo’?
 A afternoon

B aggressive

 C late

D have to 
 A B C D

5 What is the meaning of the term ‘knackered’?
A stressed

B irritated

C exhausted

D relaxed
A B C D

Paper 4 Exam Skills Booster

6

C2 Complete the following discussion using expressions from page 4.

(1)  Good morning , everyone. Today, (2)  we are going to 
discuss/our discussion topic is  the most effective place to study. 
(3)  Who wants to start ?Amy

I think …

Amy

It sounds like (7)  all of us agree that  studying locations should not be noisy. I think we’re running out of time.
Amy

(5)  Sorry, please go ahead . What were you going to say, Elliot?
Amy

I was going to say something similar. Libraries are excellent places to study. The most important thing is that the room is quiet.Amy

(4)  In my opinion , studying in your bedroom can be a bad idea. There are too many distractions, especially if you have a computer or TV in there.Jenny

That’s true. It could be a room in a house, as long as you can shut the door.
Jenny

According to …

Elliot

(8) Let’s sum up  what we discussed. Studying in places with distractions is a poor idea. Studying in quiet places without distractions is 
best. (9) Thank you for the discussion , you two.Elliot

According to a recent study I read, students have better exam results if they study in a library. That might be because it is quiet, and there 
aren’t many distractions. Amy, (6)  what do you think ?Elliot

Unit 1

5

C1 Complete the following descriptions using words from the Glossary on page 4. Use the plural form where necessary.

Carol’s smartphone is a 

major (1)  distraction

for her. One of her biggest 

(2)  weaknesses  while 

studying is that she often 

checks her social media 

accounts.

James’s study session was 

very (3)  fruitful .  

He was able to 

(4)  concentrate  on his 

books for a couple of hours.

Polly knows it’s a good 

idea to do something 

(5)  physical  before 

studying. It increases 

blood flow to the brain 

and improves your 

(6)  memory . Going 

running is one of her daily 

(7)  habits . 

Tim feels (8)  anxious

about his schoolwork. This 

may be because his life is 

out of (9)  balance . 

He doesn’t get enough sleep 

and sometimes studies late at 

night.

Madison made an important 

(10) contribution  to

the discussion. It helped 

the group to reach a 

(11) consensus .

Bill wanted to 

(12) strengthen  his 

English skills, so he signed up 

for some (13)  tutorial

lessons. Already, his 

(14) literacy  in 

English has improved 

dramatically.
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Featured text type 

B6 Skim Texts 1 and 2 below. 

Text 1

This text type is 
analysed in the 
Writing section on 
p. 32.

Text 2

Name: Rex Tso Sing-yu

Born: 15 July 1987, Tuen Mun

World ranking: Top 10

Weight: Super Flyweight

Professional fights: 22

Wins: 22

Titles: WBC ABCO Super Flyweight title, WBO 
Asia-Pacific Junior Bantamweight title, 
WBA International Super Flyweight title,
WBC Asia Super Flyweight title

Nickname: The Wonder Kid

5

10

Posted: May 1, 16.54 

1  Yesterday, I went to see Rex Tso fight at the Convention 
Exhibition Centre. It was really special for me, because I admire 
Rex so much. In his everyday clothes, Rex Tso might not look very 
special. But when you see him into the ring, you see a powerful 
athlete. Beneath the shock of black hair are eyes fixed with 
determination. His lean body ripples with powerful muscles ready 
to pounce and attack, with the grace of a tiger. At a natural weight 
of 130 lbs, Rex has to follow a strict diet to get down to his fighting 
weight of 115 lbs. 

2  But Rex didn’t always used to be so disciplined. He struggled at 
school and did not get good grades. He admits he was ‘lazy’. It was 
only when he turned professional at the age of 24 that Rex began 
to work hard. His gruelling training includes daily 10-kilometre 
runs, working out at the gym and practice fights. He trains six days 
a week, only taking Saturdays off. 

3  As the reigning WBA International Super Flyweight and WBC 
Asia Super Flyweight champion, Rex has inspired many young 
people, something he is proud of. His story shows that there are 
more paths to success than doing well in school, going to university, 
and getting a job in an office. His work requires a lot of hard work 
and dedication.

4  He has certainly inspired me, and I appreciate his work ethic. 
What do you think? If you work hard enough at something, can you 
become a success?
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Unit 1   School life is golden!

Listening
 skills

You will be given 
time to study 
the task. Use 
your background 
knowledge to make 
predictions about the 
content before the 
recording is played.

A1 Look at the rubric and the answer sheet on page 2 again. Which of the following 
topics do you think will be discussed in the podcast? Tick the boxes. 

stress about relationships stress about studies

study tips things to do to unwind

your favourite school clubs how to behave towards your teachers

having a healthy attitude towards school being positive that you are right

A2 Look at the following phrases. Which of the phrases do you think you will hear in the 
podcast? Tick the boxes. Then listen to the podcast again and check if the chosen phrases 
appear in the recording. 

can-do spirit  naturally optimistic

healthy attitude  obey my parents

keep my spirits up  recharge my batteries

 listen to your heart  tidy my room

look on the bright side  time to unwind

mental health breaks  under a lot of pressure

A3 Listen to the second part of the podcast. The host Tiffany Wong is now talking to the 
organizer of an event to welcome students back to school. Listen and fill in the missing 
information in the spaces below.

Name of event: Don’t worry—be students!

Reasons for holding the event

• Reason 1: suggested by (1) 

•  Reason 2: want to highlight some of the (2) 

, so that students forget about their 

(3)

Activities at the event

• a.m.: (4) 

• p.m.: football game in which students (5) 

Why should students attend the event?

Because it will (6) 
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Task 1  (10 marks) Stephanie Sheldon is hosting a radio programme called Bright and Early. Listen to the first part of the programme and 

write the information in the spaces below. The first one has been provided as an example. You now have 30 seconds 

to study the task. At the end of the task, you will have one minute to tidy up your answers. 
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Guests:  Mr Curtis Lee, chairperson of the Hong Kong Leisure Committee (example) 

 Dr Sheila Monroe from Hong Kong College, professor of (1) sociology 

Background 

 Reason for new holiday: Many Hong Kong people don’t get much (2) annual leave  , 

and many people also work on (3) Saturdays  
. 

 Current number of public holidays in Hong Kong: (4) 17  
Public holidays in other countries Most holidays (Tick two) (5) 

Reason Japan 
Singapore 

India 
The United States 

The United Kingdom 
Sri Lanka 

 

(6) they are diverse countries / have manyofficial religions 
 

(7) Type of new public holiday the Hong Kong Leisure Committee is considering (tick the correct 

option): 
  A.  religious  B.  historical  C.  festival 

Goal of introducing new holiday  Goal: To give people time to do other things besides (8) working and studying

Examples: (9) spend time with family   (10) (engage in their favourite) hobbies 
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked. 

END OF TASK 1
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Go on to the next page 
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Candidate Number 

SECONDARY 4 MOCK TEST 1 ENGLISH LANGUAGE  PAPER 1 PART A QUESTION-ANSWER BOOK  
Write your Candidate Number in the space provided on this page. Read Texts 1–2 and answer questions 1–17. (30 marks)  
Text 1 
 

1 Match the hotels with the pictures below. Write the correct number of the hotel in the box. The first one 
has been done for you.               (2 marks) 
 

i) 
 ii)                                 iii)  

2 Answer the following questions by writing the number of the hotel in the box. (3 marks) 
 

i) Which hotel is the season important for? 
1 

 

 
ii) At which hotel is it not possible to stay? 

5 
 

 
iii) Which hotel is based on a work of fiction? 

3  
3 The writer says the Ice Hotel is ‘reconstructed from scratch’ (line 6). This means it is … A completely rebuilt. B rebuilt using existing materials. C given a new design.           A B C D 

D built with a special type of ice.
     

4 What two phrases does the writer use to refer to ‘salt’ in the paragraph about Palacio de Sal? (2 marks)  i) the stuff you sprinkle on your eggs (in the morning)  
 ii) the world’s favourite seasoning
 
5 Why is it against the rules to lick the walls in the Palacio de Sal? 
 (because) it will cause the structure to degrade 
6 Why is it not surprising that the speciality of the Palacio de Sal’s restaurant is salt chicken?  The hotel is completely made of salt/is located on the edge of the world’s largest salt 
 flat so it is not surprising that they serve salty food.        

Please stick the barcode label here. 

A 
COMPULSORY 

Answers written in the margins will not be marked. 

A
ns

w
er

s w
rit

te
n 

in
 th

e 
m

ar
gi

ns
 w

ill
 n

ot
 b

e 
m

ar
ke

d.
 

A
ns

w
er

s w
rit

te
n 

in
 th

e 
m

ar
gi

ns
 w

ill
 n

ot
 b

e 
m

ar
ke

d.
 

2 
4 5 

MT 4.1-DSE-ENG LANG 1-A-RP–1 
3 

© Oxford University Press 

Written by Magnus Norberg 

 

MT 4.1-DSE 
ENG LANG 

HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION 

PAPER 1 
PART A 

SECONDARY 4 MOCK TEST 1 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 1 
 

PART A 

Reading Passages 

1 hour 30 minutes 

(for both Parts A and B) 

 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

(1) There are two parts (A and B) in this paper. All candidates should attempt Part A. In Part B, you 

should attempt either Part B1 (easier section) OR Part B2 (more difficult section). Candidates 

attempting Parts A and B2 will be able to attain the full range of levels, while Level 4 will be the 

highest level attainable for candidates attempting Parts A and B1. 

(2) After the announcement of the start of the examination, you should write your Candidate Number on 

the appropriate pages of the Part A Question-Answer Book and the Part B Question-Answer Book 

which you are going to attempt. 

(3) Write your answers in the spaces provided in the Question-Answer Books. Answers written in the 

margins will not be marked. 

(4) For multiple-choice questions, you are advised to blacken the appropriate circle with a pencil so that 

wrong marks can be completely erased with a clean rubber. Mark only ONE answer to each 

question. Two or more answers will score NO MARKS. 

(5) Supplementary answer sheets will be supplied on request. Write your Candidate Number and mark 

the question number box on each sheet. 

(6) No extra time will be given to candidates for filling in the question number boxes after the ‘Time is 

up’ announcement. 

(7) The two Question-Answer Books you have attempted (one for Part A and one for Part B) will be 

collected together at the end of the examination.  

(8) The unused Question-Answer Book for Part B will be collected separately at the end of the 

examination. This will not be marked. Do not write any answers in it. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PART A 

(1) The Question-Answer Book for Part A is inserted after this Reading Passages booklet. 

(2) Attempt ALL questions in Part A. Each question carries ONE mark unless otherwise stated. 

Not to be taken away before the 

end of the examination session 

A 
COMPULSORY 

2
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Each unit is followed by a thematically linked HKDSE mock test to prepare students for 
the real exam and assess their reading, writing and listening skills under test conditions.

OXFORD ADVANCED EXAM SKILLS

Mock Test 1
Papers 1–2

Performance record

Name:

Class: 

Mark (%) DatePaper 1
(20%)

Paper 2
(25%)

Notes: 
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HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION

OXFORD ADVANCED EXAM SKILLS  

MOCK TEST 1 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 2

Question-Answer Book

(2 hours for both Parts A and B)

INSTRUCTIONS

1 There are two parts (A and B) in this paper. Candidates 

should attempt Part A and ONE question from Part B.

2 After the announcement of the start of the examination, 

you should first write your Candidate Number in the space 

provided on Page 1.

3 For Part B, you should put an ‘X’ in the corresponding 

question number box on Page 9 to indicate the question you 

are going to attempt.

4 Write your answers in the space provided in this Question-

Answer Book. Answers written in the margins will not be 

marked.

5 Do not use your real name in answering any of the questions. 

If names are provided in the question, you must use those 

names. If no name is provided and you still wish to use a 

name to identify yourself, then use ‘Chris Wong’. If you need 

to use names for other characters in the composition not 

specified by the question, you may use names such as Mary, 

Peter, Mr Smith, Ms Young, etc. You may lose marks if you 

do not follow these instructions.

6 Rough work should be done on the rough-work sheets which 

will be collected separately. These will not be marked.

7 Supplementary answer sheets will be supplied on request. 

Write your Candidate Number and mark the question number 

box on each sheet.

8 No extra time will be given to candidates for filling in the 

question number boxes after the ‘Time is up’ announcement.
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HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION OXFORD ADVANCED EXAM SKILLS MOCK TEST 1  ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 1
PART A

Reading Passages
1 hour 30 minutes 

(for both Parts A and B)GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
(1) There are two parts (A and B) in this paper. All candidates should attempt Part A. In Part B, you should 

attempt either Part B1 (easier section) OR Part B2 (more difficult section). Candidates attempting Parts 

A and B2 will be able to attain the full range of levels, while Level 4 will be the highest level attainable 

for candidates attempting Parts A and B1.(2) After the announcement of the start of the examination, you should write your Candidate Number on 

the appropriate pages of the Part A Question-Answer Book and the Part B Question-Answer Book 

which you are going to attempt.
(3) Write your answers in the spaces provided in the Question-Answer Books. Answers written in the 

margins will not be marked.
(4) For multiple-choice questions, you are advised to blacken the appropriate circle with a pencil so that 

wrong marks can be completely erased with a clean rubber. Mark only ONE answer to each question. 

Two or more answers will score NO MARKS.(5) Supplementary answer sheets will be supplied on request. Write your Candidate Number and mark the 

question number box on each sheet.(6) No extra time will be given to candidates for filling in the question number boxes after the ‘Time is up’ 

announcement.

(7) The two Question-Answer Books you have attempted (one for Part A and one for Part B) will be 

collected together at the end of the examination.(8) The unused Question-Answer Book for Part B will be collected separately at the end of the 

examination. This will not be marked. Do not write any answers in it.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PART A
(1) The Question-Answer Book for Part A is inserted after this Reading Passages booklet.

(2) Attempt ALL questions in Part A. Each question carries ONE mark unless otherwise stated.

MT 1-DSE 
ENG LANG

PAPER 1 
PART A

Not to be taken away before the end of the examination session

Reading skills

Skimming (p. 2)

Understanding the writer’s purpose (p. 8)

Question types

Thematic questions (p. 4)

Question formats

Multiple-choice questions (p. 4)

Matching titles to texts (p. 10)

Writing focus

Descriptive writing (p. 21)

Text types

Informal email (pp. 6, 30)

Blog entry (pp. 12, 32)

Writing skills

Planning and outlining your writing (p. 34)

Hit the books!

In this unit, you will learn the following: 

1
Papers 1 & 2

•  Glossaries supported by audio, explanations
and translations

•  Exercises for vocabulary building, 
consolidation of thematic language and 
grammar

•  Further practice of taught skills

•  Exercises to practise listening to features of connected
speech, different accents, pronunciation, stress and
intonation for HKDSE Paper 3 and Paper 4

Paper 3 Exam Skills Booster

2

Listening skills

Glossary

Activating background knowledge (pp. 2–3)  

attitude n. a way of thinking or feeling 態度

mental health n. a person’s well-being in regards to their thoughts 

and emotions

心理健康

optimistic adj. having positive ideas about the future 樂觀的

recharge (one’s) batteries idm. relax in order to regain strength or 

energy after a difficult task or situation

養精蓄銳

spirit n. a noticeable quality or attitude of a person 本質；態度

unwind v. relax
放鬆

Listening and taking notes (pp. 4–5)  

appetite n. a natural desire to satisfy a bodily need, especially hunger 食慾

concentration n. the act of focusing one’s attention 專心

heart disease n. illness that affects the heart 心臟病

high blood pressure n. a medical condition in which blood travels at 

a high pressure though the arteries

高血壓

immune system n. the systems of the body that protect an individual 

from illness

免疫系統

manageable adj. easily dealt with
能夠處理的

motivate v. to make a person want to do something 激勵

tackle v. make an effort to complete a difficult task 應付

Listening for keywords and specific information (pp. 6–7)  

degree n. a qualification received from a university upon completion of 

a programme

學位

professor n. a university teacher
教授

Unit 1

3

Skills practice

B1  Review the rubric and task below. Then answer the questions below the task.

Task 1 (9 marks)

George Choi, Rachel Wong and Maggie Leung are members of their school’s Social Services Club. 

They are organizing a talk on reducing exam stress at their school. They are having a meeting to 

discuss the event. Listen to their meeting and complete the note sheet below.

1 What are the names of the students you will hear speaking?

George Choi, Rachel Wong and Maggie Leung

2 What will you hear a recording of? (Blacken ONE circle only)

  a meeting            a podcast            a radio programme            interviews

3 What is the subject of the talk they are organizing? how to reduce exam stress

4 What will the three students likely talk about first?

the details of the event (speaker, location, date and time)

5 Which of the following might fit under the ‘Topics’ heading? (Tick ALL that apply)

 In the assembly hall  Make sure there are refreshments

✓  Creating a good revision schedule ✓  Benefits of physical activity

6 What type of information should you listen for to fill in the ‘Person responsible’ column?

  things the students need to do            names   opinions

Event details

Speaker: (1)        Location: (2)        Date and time: (3) 

Topics: (4) 

(5) 

Tasks to be completed Person responsible

(6)
(7)

(8)
(9)
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

Papers 1 & 2 Exam Skills Booster
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Language practice

Adjectives and adverbs

We use adjectives and adverbs to describe things. We use adjectives to describe nouns and 

pronouns, or after linking verbs such as am/is/are, feel and seem. We use adverbs to describe 

verbs, adjectives or other adverbs. 

Many adverbs are formed simply by adding the suffix -ly to an adjective.

B1  Complete the sentences below by using either the adjective or adverb form of the words in 

the box. You will need to use some of the words more than once.

confident mental nice quick

furious nervous physical unfortunate

Mike always used to get very (1)   before an exam, but on the day he 

wore his lucky socks to school and he answered all the questions (2)  . 

(3)  , his answers were still mostly incorrect.

If you want to get a proper break from studying, there is nothing that beats 

(4)   exercise. Whether you walk (5)   along a

running trail in a park or (6)   attack a punching bag in a gym, you will 

certainly feel more relaxed and recharged afterwards.

In her (7)   ironed designer blouse, Melissa went into the meeting room 

feeling (8)  . She has spent the whole morning rehearsing and knew she 

was (9)   prepared for her presentation. Her colleague James, on the 

other hand, was sweating and kept looking (10)   around the room.

B2  Which of the verbs in brackets collocate with (i.e. are commonly used with) the noun in bold? 

Circle the verbs that collocate with the noun.

( alleviate / boost / cope with / drop / ease / relieve / reduce / shrink / suffer from ) stress

( aid / decline / destroy / disturb / heighten / hinder / promote / strengthen ) relaxation

( achieve / block / do / hinder / make / obstruct / reach / shut / speed / stop ) progress
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Listening to different accents
There are different native speaker and non-native speaker varieties of English. Speakers usually 
differ in the way they stress the words or pronounce the vowels. Try to listen to different accents 
and get comfortable with them so that you won’t be surprised when you hear them in the exam.
B8  Listen to the conversation between an American student and a British tutor. Write the 

words that create confusion between the American student and British tutor due to different 
pronunciations.

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

B9  Listen to a conversation between two secondary school students who recently moved 
to Hong Kong. Answer the questions about their discussion.
1 What country is each student from?

Kelsie            Charlie          
2 What is Kelsie anxious about?

3 What is Charlie feeling anxious about?

4 What is the meaning of ‘arvo’?
 A afternoon
 B aggressive

C late

D have to  A B C D

5 What is the meaning of the term ‘knackered’?
 A stressed

B irritated

C exhausted
 D relaxed  A B C D

 Exam Skills Boosters
for Papers 1 & 2, Paper 3 and 
Paper 4 skills books featuring:

 Interactive Paper 1 tutorial videos 
to improve skills development

 10 main units + 10 Mock Tests in Papers 1 & 2 and Paper 3 skills books


