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Ideas and organization
Understanding the input text
In the speaking exam, you will be given a short input text. It is important that you 
understand this text so that you will be able to talk about it.

Parental involvement at school is good for childrenDeveloping strong study habits at an early age is the key to academic success. It is no secret that many children in Hong Kong are encouraged by their parents to do well at school, spend more time on homework and enrol in extra tutorial classes. These children also tend to be well behaved and able to concentrate on tasks for long periods of time. 
The results of instilling good learning habits by parents can be seen in students’ high scores. Their self-discipline and enthusiasm for doing homework produce better outcomes in their final exams. Strong study habits do not just happen in secondary school, but should be promoted by parents from an early age. 

Sometimes, you 
have to summarize 
your points from 
more than one 
section of the text 
to establish a clear 
main idea.

Main idea
• usually appears at 

the beginning of 
the text, or in the 
headline

Details
• can be found in 

the main body of 
the text

Conclusion
• the last part of 

the text which 
usually contains 
a summary of the 
writer’s opinions 
or suggestions. 
Sometimes, it 
calls for action.

Identifying the main idea and conclusion in the input text will give you a good basis for 
starting the discussion. For example:

The details in the input text can give you ideas for talking points.

Hello everyone. Let’s start our discussion. Our topic for today’s discussion is whether parental involvement at school is good for children. What do you think?

One of the advantages of 
parental involvement in 
education is that children 
start developing good learning habits at an early age. 

5

Unit 1   Let’s get started!

C
o

m
m

unicatio
n strateg

ies

Communication strategies
Starting the discussion
Starting the Group Interaction the right way will show the examiners that you are confident. It will also set the tone for a friendly discussion.
There are three parts to an initial speaking turn:

It is important to 
move on to the 
discussion quickly. 
But remember to be 
friendly! Greet the 
other students with 
a smile.

These students are discussing the pros and cons of attending tutorial classes. Look at how they organize their first speaking turns:
Audio

You can also make 
your point and invite 
others to respond.

Remember …
•  Only one student can start the discussion this way. Afterwards, everyone else should respond and offer their opinions and ideas.
• If nobody in the group responds, you can start expressing your own opinions. •  Don’t feel anxious if someone beats you to the initial speaking turn. Wait for an appropriate time to step into the discussion and talk about your ideas then. If another group member tries to start the discussion at the same time as you, you can say Sorry, please go ahead. 
•  Don’t panic if you are unsure about the discussion topic, or if you do not feel confident about speaking first. Listen to what the other group members have to say and try to respond to their ideas.

1 Hello, everybody. It’s good to be 
here. Let’s get started. 2 Today, we 
are going to discuss the pros and 
cons of attending tutorial classes.  
3 What’s your opinion on tutorial 
classes? What advantages do they 
provide?

1 Good day everybody, nice to meet 
you. Let’s start our discussion right 
away. 2 We’ve been asked to talk 
about the pros and cons of attending 
tutorial classes. 3 In my opinion, 
students benefit a lot from attending 
tutorial classes. The tutors are 
very professional and can help them 
understand their weaknesses better. 
Does anyone think the same?

1 Good afternoon, nice 
to meet you all. Let’s begin 
our discussion. 2 Our 
discussion topic today is the 
pros and cons of attending 
tutorial classes. 3 Would 
anyone like to start with the 
advantages?

1 Hi. How’s everyone? 
I’d like to start our 
discussion. 2 We’re 
here today to talk 
about the pros and cons 
of attending tutorial 
classes. 3 I suggest 
that we list the benefits 
first. So how do students 
benefit from extra 
tutorial classes? Anyone?

1  Greeting others 
and starting the 
discussion

2  Introducing the 
topic/task

3  Inviting others 
for opinions

Each series covers 19 key reading skills Each series covers all key text types

Each series covers:

•  13 question types associated with the reading skills

•  17 question formats including the latest ones

Each series covers:

•  10 types of writing

•   additional practice of 
the language features 
in the Exam Skills 
Booster

Each series features:

•   20 text types associated 
with the types of 
writing

•    detailed explanations 
of their structure and 
language features

•   further text grammar 
analyses in the Exam 
Skills Booster
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2&  Fully integrated reading and writing skills in one skills book for better student performance

•    Comprehensive coverage of Paper 4 assessment criteria, question types and formats

•  QR codes for students to access the audio and video of the teaching part and the model answers

•  20 new Practice Papers and Mock Tests in the Speaking Practice Book

2 3

Unit 1   Hit the books!

R
ead

ing
 skills 

1

Reading skills 
Skimming
To understand the topic of a text, you do not need to read every word. Instead, you can 
run your eyes quickly over the text to get an idea of the text’s general theme or ‘gist’. 
Skimming can help you decide whether you need to read all or part of a text in more 
detail, and can save you time. Skimming is useful when answering questions that require 
you to identify the theme or overall views expressed in a text. 

When you skim a text, you should:

•  Look at the title, the subtitles, the first and last paragraphs, and the first and last 
sentences of the other paragraphs.

• Ignore the details and examples.

•  Look at any diagrams, graphics, pictures and captions (if any), as well as any text in 
bold or capitals. 

Skills builder

A1 Quickly skim the text on page 3 and answer the questions.

1 What kind of text is this? Put a tick beside the correct answer.

   a technical report

   a blog entry

   a newspaper article

2 Look at the subtitle and the caption. They both mention …

   Maths.

   taking exams.

   clothing.

3 What do you think the text is about? 

1

To familiarize 
yourself with the 
theme of this unit, 
go to page 1 of 
the Exam Skills 
Booster for theme-
related vocabulary 
and warm-up 
questions. 

PAPER 1 PAPER 2

A2 Read the text below and check whether your answers in Exercise A1 were correct.

studentlife.com.hk

Post 31: Playing the wrong tune in an exam

October 20

It pays to dress for success

It’s exam season again, so I thought I’d share my experience in last term’s 
exam with all you other nervous students out there!

Every time I think about it, it still makes me  
blush. For my last exam of the term, I got 
up early and got dressed in my school 
uniform. On went my grey trousers and the 
crisp white shirt my mum had lovingly 
ironed. Unfortunately, most of my socks were 
dirty and in the laundry basket, so I put on 
some novelty Chinese New Year socks. My 
grandma had bought them for me at the 
beginning of the year.

The exam was in Maths, always my worst subject. When I got to the exam 
room, I sat down and read the exam paper nervously. I let out a sigh of relief 
when I saw that the questions were all straightforward, and I began writing 
my answers confidently. I was making good progress when, after about 20 
minutes, the silence of the exam room was broken. Music blared out and an 
electronic voice started singing ‘The God of Wealth is Here.’ It was my socks! 
Usually you had to turn them on, but they had gone wrong and were playing 
Chinese New Year songs!

All the students laughed, but the exam invigilator was furious. She made me 
take my socks off and give them to her. I completed the exam without my 
socks, and thankfully, I passed with flying colours!

Well, I hope my little story made you laugh, and maybe even relieved a bit of 
exam stress. Good luck, everyone! 

When your footwear lets you down
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Writing focus
Descriptive writing
Descriptive writing is writing that describes a person, place, thing, event or process. It can 
be objective or subjective. Objective descriptive writing presents factual information, while 
subjective descriptive writing reflects the moods and opinions of the writer or a fictional 
character. 

Many different types of texts use descriptive writing. Look at the table below.

Texts that use descriptive writing

advertisements encyclopaedia entries poems 

blog entries feature articles reviews 

case studies informal letters short stories 

diary entries instruction manuals witness statements 

D1 Work with a partner and discuss the following questions. 

•  Which of the texts in the box use mainly objective descriptive writing? Which use 
mainly subjective descriptive writing? Are there some that use both? 

•  Look at the two excerpts in D2 below. Do they use objective or subjective descriptive 
writing? Can you identify what types of texts they were taken from? 

D2 Read the two texts below. Look at the features of descriptive writing that are circled in 
the first text. Then continue circling the texts using the colours shown above.Subjective 

descriptive writing 
may also use similes 
and metaphors, e.g. 
like being with an 
old friend.

PAPER 1 PAPER 2

Language features that appear in descriptive writing include:
•  nouns and adjectives to appeal to the five senses, i.e. sight, hearing, taste, 

smell and touch
• action verbs to describe movements
• adverbs of manner and degree
• linking verbs

It is battered and torn at the edges, and it’s probably not a very practical bag, but I love 

it anyway. I started high school with it and I’ve carried it around with me every day for the 

last four years. There’s a hole in the bottom, so I can’t put anything too valuable inside, and 

there’s a red stain on the front that still smells faintly of ketchup. But I don’t care: it makes 

a satisfying thump when I drop it casually beside my desk at school, and running my hand 

across the softened leather is reassuring, like being with an old friend. 

The flat was in a tidy state overall, suggesting this was a planned robbery. In the living room, 
there was a large, white rectangle on the wall, where an expensive original watercolour had 
hung. Items of luxury jewellery were missing from the wardrobe in the hallway. The robbers 
must have crept into the apartment without a sound and moved about the flat almost 
silently, as none of the three occupants of the flat reported hearing anything. The robbers 
completed their crime carefully: not a single fingerprint was found.

For more practice in 
descriptive writing, 
go to pages 13–15 
of the Exam Skills 
Booster. 
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Knowing the question
Thematic questions 
In the exam, you will have to answer some thematic questions. A thematic question 
is about the overall theme of the text, i.e. what the whole text is about. A thematic 
question may ask you:

• about the author’s main message or conclusion

• to choose an alternative title for the text

• to identify the type of text or target audience

• to identify the source of the text

Multiple-choice questions
Multiple-choice questions are a common question format used for thematic questions.

When answering multiple-choice questions:

•  read the question and study all the options carefully. Make predictions about which 
options are possible answers and which can be eliminated straightaway.

•  skim the title, subtitle, the first and last paragraphs, and the first and/or last sentences 
of the other paragraphs to find the part of the text which matches the question.

• decide which option best describes the theme and choose the correct answer.

Hit the mark

A3 Skim the text below and underline the parts that give information about its overall 
theme.

Another common 
question format 
used for thematic 
questions is 
matching titles to 
texts. 

How to succeed in exams

It’s easy to get stressed at exam time. Preparing the right way will help you achieve 

better results and combat exam stress.

There’s more to exam taking than just studying hard. Try these tips for exam success.

The best way to combat exam stress is to have a plan. Work out how much revision 

you need to do, and then make a timetable. Don’t leave everything until the last 

minute!

In a similar vein, you need to take plenty of breaks during revision, rather than 

studying for hours on end. And try not to stay up late revising—you need to get 

plenty of rest during this time.

Finally, don’t forget about relaxation. It’s important to give your mind a break too. 

Play sports with friends or watch a film together. Right before the exam, you could 

even try some relaxation exercises to help you keep calm. 

Remember: preparing for exams isn’t just about putting your nose to the grindstone, 

but about managing your study time, and preparing yourself mentally and physically 

for the rigours of exam taking! 
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A4 Skim the texts on pages 3 and 4 again and choose the best answers to the questions 
below.

1 Which of the following is the best alternative title for the text on page 3? 

 A Nothing to wear 

 B How to dress for success 

 C Musical gift disrupts exam

 D My socks were a lucky charm 

 A B C D

    

2 The text on page 3 is mainly about …

 A the reason a student failed an exam. 

 B a student’s last day at school. 

 C a student’s favourite item of clothing.

 D a funny incident that happened in an exam. 

 A B C D

    

3  The text on page 3 is …

 A  a blog entry.

 B  an article.

 C  a letter.

 D  a poem. 

 A B C D

    

4  The writer’s main message in the text on page 4 is … 

 A  study smarter, not harder. 

 B  time management is very important. 

 C  exercise improves exam results.

 D  it’s important to manage exam stress. 

 A B C D

    

5  The intended audience of both texts is … 

 A  parents. 

 B  teachers.

 C  students.

 D  the general public. 

 A B C D

    

6  The text on page 4 is …

 A  a blog entry.

 B  an article.

 C  a letter.

 D  a poem. 

 A B C D

    

A5 Now discuss your answers to each question with a partner. Do you agree or disagree?

For questions 1, 2 
and 4, choose the 
answer that best 
describes the text as 
a whole.

For questions 3 
and 6, look at the 
features of the text 
and how it is laid 
out on the page.

For question 5, think 
about who the writer 
is addressing. Does 
he/she use the 2nd 
person ‘you’?
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Hi May,

1  How are you? How’s school? Have you done 
anything interesting lately? I’ve just taken part 
in a ‘colour run’ at my new school here in Sydney.

2  Have you heard of a colour run? It’s basically 
a sponsored 5K run, but the difference is that 
people spray you with multicoloured powder as 
you run along. By the end, I was covered head to 
toe in a rainbow of colours! 

3  The school decided to organize the colour run 
in order to encourage students to care about their 
community and to build teamwork and school spirit. 
Besides the charity side of things, I really wanted 
to try something new and because it sounded like 
fun. And it was!

4  About 250 students took part altogether, and 
the route started at our school and went down along the coast, next to the 
beach. I finished in 40 minutes—I’m not a great runner! The first student over 
the finishing line did it in 27 minutes. Pretty nippy, eh?

5  If you get the chance, I’d highly recommend taking part in a colour run. 
Before we started, my stomach was churning. I’d never run 5 kilometres before 
and I didn’t know if I could do it! But as soon as the race started, and the 
brightly coloured powder filled the air, it was like being carried along on a wave 
of energy that rushed through the other runners and the cheering crowd. 

6  And do you know what? I do feel more connected to my schoolmates and the 
local community now. And I’ve got to know students I might not otherwise have 
talked to. So it was a success!

Speak to you soon, 

Leon

Text type focus 
Writing informal emails
Emails can be formal or informal, depending on the purpose of the email and the reader. 
We send informal emails to people we know well, such as friends and family members. 
Informal emails often may contain news about important events in our life and also may 
contain descriptive writing.

Structure

Recipient’s name

Sender’s name

Opening paragraph: 
You can start by asking 
the recipient how they 
are and explaining why 
you are writing.

Body paragraphs: 
Each paragraph should 
contain one main idea.

Informal closing: 
You can use Love/
Lots of love/All my love 
for close friends and 
relatives. Other friendly 
closings include Best 
wishes, All the best, See 
you soon, Take care, 
Cheers, Bye for now, 
Talk to you soon and 
Later.

Closing paragraph: 
This may be a 
comment on your 
experience, an 
invitation, a request, a 
greeting to pass on to 
someone else, or the 
reason why you are 
finishing the letter.

Subject line

The sender’s signature: You can use your first name, a 
short form of your first name, or the initial letter only, e.g. 
Robert, Rob or R. In the exam, you should not use your real 
name when answering the Paper 2 questions. Most likely, 
you will be asked to use the name ‘Chris Wong’ instead.

Language features of an informal email

Informal emails typically use:

1 friendly, informal language, or even slang.

 Guess what I’ve been up to!

2 contractions.

  How’s school?

3  the exclamation mark (!) to talk about something surprising, odd or funny. 

  By the end, I was covered head to toe in a rainbow of colours!

4  informal punctuation, like dashes (—) and brackets (()) to give extra details.

 I finished in 40 minutes—I’m not a great runner!

5  short sentences and even sentence fragments that are not grammatically complete.

 Pretty nippy, eh?

E1 Read the informal email below and match the highlighted parts of the email to the 
five features listed above. Write the numbers 1–5 in the boxes.

Be careful not 
to overuse the 
exclamation mark 
though, and 
remember that it 
is never necessary 
to use more than 
one at the end of a 
sentence.

To: Jamie

From: Chris

Date: 1 June

Subject: Exam results

Hi Jamie!

Thanks for your emails. Really sorry not to write sooner. As you know, I’ve 
been really busy lately with my exams, but today, I got my exam results!

I was really nervous all day yesterday and I didn’t sleep much last night. I felt 
sick this morning when I got up—and I couldn’t face breakfast. 

I went to school with my best friend, Max, and we got our results together. 
I didn’t do as well as I expected in Maths, but I’m really happy with all my 
other results. I’ve done well enough that I can go on to study at university! 

I’m going to study biology and chemistry. I really think I might want to be a 
vet, so these subjects should be ideal. 

Have you got your exams results yet? I hope we can study at the same 
university! That would be awesome!

Write soon!

Bye for now,

Chris

To: May

From: Leon

Date: 28 October

Subject: Guess what I’ve been up to!

Date

Informal greeting: The usual salutation is 
Dear + the recipient’s first name. Hi or Hello 
are also acceptable in informal emails.

For text grammar 
analysis, go to 
page 16 of the 
Exam Skills 
Booster. 
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Warm-up
A1 In groups or with a partner, discuss the following questions:

1 What are the challenges that you face when studying English?

2 How can teachers make learning more fun and interesting?

3 What is the best way to prepare for speaking exams? 

4 Do you know what brainstorming means? How should we brainstorm for creative ideas?

A2 Listen to the beginning of a group discussion and answer the following questions:

1 What is the topic of the discussion?

2 Which expression did the speakers use to start the discussion?

3  Did the speakers pronounce all the words clearly? Write down any words that were 

not clear.

4 Did they both speak naturally, confidently and fluently? 

A3 Discussion topics in the speaking paper often include social phenomena. In your group, 

think about the points below and make some notes. You can use the prompts in the word boxes.

1 What is the meaning of social phenomena? 

2 Give some examples of social phenomena: 

To familiarize yourself 

with the theme of this 

unit, go to page 1 

of the Exam Skills 

Booster for theme-

related vocabulary 

and sample answers 

to the warm-up 

questions.

Audio

behaviour

event

influence

negative

positive

society

addiction

dependency

smartphone

social media

Pronunciation and delivery

Long and short vowels

It is important to pronounce the sounds /C/ and /e/ and /i:/ and /I/ accurately, as you can 

tell many words apart only by these different sounds.

When pronouncing /C/, your tongue is lower in your mouth than when pronouncing /e/.  

Your lips are more widely spread and your mouth is open wider. It is a much longer 

sound than /e/.

C

/C/ as in sat /sCt/

e

/e/ as in set /set/

• bat /bCt/ vs bed /bed/

• man /mCn/ vs men /men/

When pronouncing /i:/, your tongue is very high in your mouth and pushed forward. It is 

a much longer sound than /I/.

i

/i:/ as in seat /si:t/

I

/I/ as in sit /sIt/

• beat /bi:t/ vs bit /bIt/

• sheep /Si:p/ vs ship /SIp/

B1 Say the words in the boxes and decide whether they are pronounced with the sounds  

/C/ or /e/, /i:/ or /I/. Put them in the correct circles. Then listen to the recording. Compare 

your answers and say the words again.

Audio

Audio

PAPER 4

brand
clap

head
help

plan
step

dream
hit

mean
seem

think
tip

/C/ brand

 

/i:/ dream

 

/e/ head

 

/I/ hit

 

Diphthongs

A diphthong consists of two vowel sounds. When pronouncing diphthongs, your lips and 

tongue have to move from one position to another. There are eight diphthongs in English. 

In order to pronounce them accurately, you should know their starting and ending sounds.

Diphthong Starting sound Ending sound Example

/eI/ /e/
/I/

age, late

/aI/ /A:/
buy, nice

/OI/ /O:/
boy, toy

/IR/ /I/
/R/

clear, year

/eR/ /e/
air, where

/WR/ /W/
poor, tour

/RW/ /R/ /W/
grow, phone

/aW/ /A:/
loud, crowd

Audio

There are other 

vowels which can be 

pronounced short 

and long, like /O:/ 

and /B/ and /u:/ and 

/W/.

5  Exam practice
  A complete HKDSE-style Paper 1, featuring both Part B1 

and Part B2, to consolidate taught language and skills

1  Reading skills     &    
  Features detailed exploration of 2 reading skills 

supported with examples and engaging exercises

1 2

6  Writing focus
  Introduces a type of writing supported 

with examples and exercises

7  Text type focus
  Focuses on the 2 text types also featured in the reading part and using the 

type of writing introduced in the unit, followed by contextualized exercises

8  Writing skills
  Includes a key writing skill based on the marking guidelines 

(Content, Language and style, Organization) 

Each series features:

•   10 Exam practices with the 
full range of Part A and 
Part B questions

•   further writing support in 
the Exam Skills Booster

Strong writing support in 
Oxford Essential including:

•   question analyses

•   planning templates

•   useful language

9  Exam practice
  A complete HKDSE-style Paper 2, featuring both Part A and Part B, to consolidate taught 

language, text types and writing skills

2  Knowing the question
  Introduces HKDSE question types with 

associated question formats

4  Practice makes perfect
  Revision of reading skills, question types and 

formats, and useful sentence structures from the 
reading texts

 Challenge yourself
 Challenging reading texts and exam questions
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Part B1
Read Texts 2 and 3 and answer questions 18–32 on pages 22–23.Text 2

New day, new horizons1  The room always seemed to be hot. Probably this was because the tiny windows, high up in 

the walls, only opened a little, barely allowing a breeze to enter the room. In June and July, I 

avoided the desks bathed in scorching sunlight and found a cool spot on the shady side of the 

room. Even so, my legs were always stuck to the chair by the end of the lesson and I had to peel 

my skirt away from my legs. 
2  Mrs Lam, a pale middle-aged woman with long dark hair and large round glasses, glided 

slowly around the room in a way that made almost no noise. You might raise your head from a 

book you were reading to find she was standing right next to you, although you hadn’t noticed 

until then. Then she would offer some tip or piece of advice that answered a question you had 

been thinking about, as if she had been reading your mind. 3  The whiteboard, filled with items of vocabulary, equations and drawings by the end of 

each day, was always pure white and empty again the next morning. It was if a magician had 

transformed the room overnight, the floor polished to a rich chestnut brown, the desks wiped 

clean and reeking of bleach. It was as if the caretaker wanted to remove all traces of the children 

who inhabited this space every day, leaving behind their rubbish, books and remnants of uneaten 

food. To me, it seemed as though every day was a new beginning. The shiny classroom greeted 

me with encouragement every morning: ‘Today’s a new day! Let’s see what we can learn today!’
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Hi Matty!

1  How are you? Are you worried about your final exams? Make sure you plan your revision and 

try not to worry too much! You should really try to do well in your end-of-school exams though, 

because you would LOVE university!
2  I was a bit homesick when I first arrived in London, but I met another student from Hong 

Kong last month, Julie, and we’ve become great friends! She isn’t on the same course as me but 

we spend a lot of time together. I have quite a lot of free time, actually. More than when I was at 

school or college. I’m supposed to spend this time in the library or my residence hall, reading or 

doing research, so don’t get too jealous! I really have to manage my time and be disciplined.

3  Another thing that’s different is that we have huge classes, or lectures. There can be as many 

as 200 people in a lecture theatre. We also have smaller seminars, where there might be just 10 

people. I prefer those because they offer more personalized learning. I think the main difference 

though between being at uni and being at school in Hong Kong is that you’re expected to learn 

independently. There’s no one constantly telling you what you have to do or reminding you to 

revise. I got a bit stressed by how different it was at the beginning, but I’m getting used to the 

freedom now.
4  Stay motivated and keep studying! I’ll see you in a couple of months.

Love,

Janice
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Text 3

END OF READING PASSAGES
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OXFORD ADVANCED EXAM SKILLS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE
PAPER 1 PART A
QUESTION-ANSWER BOOK 

A
COMPULSORY

Read Text 1 and answer questions 1–17. (27 marks)

Text 1

1 What does ‘it’ (line 4) refer to?   

2 What does ‘gruelling’ (line 5) mean?   

 A easy

 B demanding

 C unpleasant 

 D unfavourable 

A B C D

3 Complete the following summary of paragraph 1. Use ONE word to fill in each blank.  
 (3 marks)

The South Korean system of education can be compared to its (i)  

industry. Both are known around the (ii)  for forcing ambitious 

young people to (iii)  extremely hard, in the hope of achieving success.

4 Will the curfew on hagwons mean that students study less? Give one reason from the text to 
support your answer.   

5 Decide whether the following statements are True (T), False (F) or the information is  
Not Given (NG) in paragraphs 2–3.    (5 marks)

Statements

i)  New government rules have greatly reduced demand for hagwons.

ii) Most Korean students go straight from their school to a hagwon.

iii) Many Korean parents are in favour of private tuition. 

iv) The best kindergartens in Korea are private. 

v) Some Korean students study for more than 12 hours a day. 
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked. 
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Exam practice
Part A

Read Text 1 and answer questions 1–17 on pages 18–20.

Text 1

For Korea’s students, there aren’t enough hours in the day

By Luna Kim

1  South Korea has recently gained the world’s attention for its most popular 

export since kimchi, a style of music called K-pop. This music style features boy 

and girl bands made up of clean-cut, hardworking young people. However, the 

Korean music industry has a dark side: it has been criticized for holding aspiring 

musicians to gruelling rehearsal and performance schedules. While K-pop 

shines on the world’s stage, Korea is also world-famous for another industry in 

which its young people face harsh conditions: its education system, under which 

students slave away for long hours at cram schools called hagwons.

2  And what an industry it is. Although the Korean government has now set a 

curfew for how late hagwons can stay open—concerned that students, eager to 

boost their grades, were studying in the cram school into the wee hours—most 

hagwons are now moving their lessons online, making it impossible to monitor 

the curfew. And demand remains strong—students are keen to go to after-school 

classes and their parents are even keener, concerned that their children will fall 

behind the competition if they don’t attend extra lessons.

3  The pressure starts early in Korea. First, you need to get into a good 

kindergarten. Succeed and you’ll be able to get into a good primary school, 

which leads to a good secondary school. Do well in your end-of-school exams 

and it will change your life forever—you’ll be offered a place at a good 

university, which will lead to a good job. Students are trapped in a cycle of 

pressure to succeed—pressure from themselves, their peers and their parents. 

Little wonder than many students in South Korea study from 8 a.m. until 10 p.m. 

or later, until they literally fall asleep at their desks. 

4  The Korean government seems to be aware that its young people are at 

breaking point. As well as limiting the hours that hagwons can operate, it is 

also encouraging universities to take other aspects of students’ applications into 

consideration. University entrance is no longer based solely on grades, but also 

on a personal interview and the candidate’s achievements in other areas such 

as music or voluntary work. Spending on private tuition has fallen slightly in 

recent years in Korea, yet there is no sign that the country is about to abandon 

the hagwon anytime soon: two per cent of the country’s GDP is spent on private 

tuition. For the foreseeable future, Korea’s students will have their noses to the 

grindstone.
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Knowing the questionIn Task 2 of the Exam practice for this unit, you will need to listen for keywords and 

specific information. 

D1 Study the task below. Identify the information in the instructions and guess what the 

answers are likely to be. Complete the labels using the correct letters from the box.
A a name
B a year/a period of timeC requirements of the task

D a place
E context of the task

Task 2 (11 marks)
Shirley and Jamie are listening to a radio interview with a South Korean student to get 

some ideas for their film. Listen and fill in the missing information in the spaces below. 

You now have 30 seconds to study the task. At the end of the task, you will have one 

minute to tidy up your answers.

Guest: (12) 

 from South Korea

•  Has been in Hong Kong (13) 

 

 

• Goes to school in (14) 

Where is the stress level higher? (Circle the correct answers.) 

• Study stress: 
(15) South Korea Hong Kong equally high

• (16) 
: (17) South Korea Hong Kong equally high

• Beauty stress: 
(18) South Korea Hong Kong equally high

Differences between South Korea and Hong Kong
•  The South Korean climate is (19) 

, which 

means there are (20) 

.

• Advantage of cold winters: (21) 
Similarities between South Korea and Hong Kong
• The (22) 

 is almost exactly the same.

3

Ask yourself:
What is the 
other possible kind of stress?

2

1

4

5
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Integrated skills
Skimming the Data Files
Before you attempt to do a task in Part B, you need to skim the Data File items in order 
to locate relevant information. Skimming involves reading a text quickly in order to 
understand the overall meaning. 
When you skim the Data File items, you need to look at the following: • titles

• headings and subheadings
• first and last paragraphs
• sender and receiver (in emails, letters and memos)• photo captions

B1 Your school is organizing a De-stress Week. You are reading some leaflets advertising 
events and activities arranged by different school clubs. Skim the leaflets below and on the 
next page, then answer the questions on page 9 by ticking the correct boxes.1

2

Stretch out and de-stress!
Sick of online movies and chill? Want to take  de-stressing to the next level? Then join the Sports Club’s introductory yoga class!
When? Monday, 4 June, 7.30–8.30 a.m.
Where? School gym, Hall A
Who?  Open to all students—no prior 

experience of yoga needed
Why? Because you know you want to!

Lunchtime Concert: Jazz CafeOn Friday, 8 June, come down to the school cafeteria and  
chill out to some smooth jazz, courtesy of the School Orchestra. 
Between 12 noon and 1.30 p.m., students will be treated to  
a wide range of jazz classics, such as ‘My Favourite Things’, 
‘Summertime’, ‘Unforgettable’ and many, many more.Vocals: Carole Kan, Frank SinghSolo saxophone: Dennis Law

6

Listening
 skills

Listening for keywords and specific information 
When you are listening to a recording, it is important to pay attention to keywords that 
will help you complete a task. 

Before you listen: 

•  study the task and try to guess what information you will need to complete it. On the 
note sheet, underline keywords (e.g. headings such as Tel:, Address:, Location:, Contact 
person:) to help you focus on what to listen for.

While you listen:

• listen for the keywords you have underlined.

•  listen for other words and phrases that signal the specific information required by the 
task (e.g. because for reasons, lives at for a home address, dollars for prices/costs/fees).

A6 Look at the rubric and answer sheet on page 7 and answer the following questions.

1 Complete the sentence: The answer to (1) is likely to be a .

2  Which of the following words is most likely to signal the answer to (2)? Blacken ONE 
circle only.

 A 2016

 B old

 C year

 D ago 

 A B C D

    

3 Complete the sentence: The answer to (3) is likely to be a .

4 Which of the following words might signal the answer to (4)? Tick two boxes.

   programme          topic          professor          degree          interest

5 Which of the following is NOT a likely answer to (5)? Blacken ONE circle only.

 A Sydney

 B 22 Arbuthnot Grove

 C University of Oxford

 D Canada 

 A B C D

    

6  Which of the following words are most likely to signal the answers to (7) and (8)?  
Tick two boxes.

   result           why           goal           because           disadvantage

7 Which of the following words is most likely to signal the answer to (9)?

 A secondary

 B love

 C least

 D favourite 

 A B C D

    

Speakers will often 
repeat key details 
like numbers, 
names, dates, times 
and locations. You 
should also pay 
attention when 
speakers ask for 
more information or 
want to write things 
down.

2

Listening skills

Activating background knowledge

In the HKDSE Paper 3 exam, you will be given time to study the Part A tasks before the 

recording is played. Use this time to:

• study the situation, the rubric and the answer sheet to get a good idea of the topic.

• recall what you know about the topic.

• think about what you expect to hear in the recording.

• think about what words and phrases might appear in the recording.

Look at the following example:

To familiarize 

yourself with the 

theme of this 

unit, go to page 1 

of the Exam 

Skills Booster 

for vocabulary 

exercises and warm-

up questions.

Interview notes

School: (1) 

 
, Tin Shui Wai

Name of Interviewee 1: (2) 
 

Name of Interviewee 2: (3) 
 

How do you stay positive?

Interviewee 1
Interviewee 2

• is a (4) 
  person

• always (5) 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

• has to work hard to (6)  

 
  

 
  

• thinks of her (7) 
 

 
  

How do you deal with stress?

Interviewee 1
Interviewee 2

• does not let (8) 
 

 
  

• relaxes by doing (9)  

 
  

• takes (10) ‘
 

 
 ’

 (e.g. (11) 
  

 
 )

Ask yourself:

1 Stay positive in 

what situation?

2 What ways are 

there to stay 

positive?

3 What words or 

phrases would 

fit in the blank 

spaces?

Read the rubrics 

to get an idea of 

the topic of the 

task.

Ask yourself:

1 What sort of 

stress?

2 What ways are 

there to deal 

with stress?

3  What words or 

phrases would 

fit in the blank 

spaces?

Task 1 (11 marks)

Tiffany Wong is hosting a podcast called ‘The Schooloholic’ in which she discusses 

topics that affect students in Hong Kong. She is interviewing students on the first 

day of the new school year. Listen to the first part of the podcast and write the 

information in the spaces below.

PAPER 3

30

E
xam

 p
ractice

OXFORD ADVANCED EXAM SKILLS
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER 3 PART B2QUESTION-ANSWER BOOK B2

DIFFICULT SECTION

Task 8: Introduction to survey (17 marks) 
Write an introduction to the Counselling Team survey using information from the B2 Data File and your 

notes. Write around 120 words.
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked. 

END OF TASK 8

Pay attention to any instructions given on 
how to structure your answer.
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OXFORD ADVANCED EXAM SKILLSENGLISH LANGUAGE
PAPER 3 PART B1
QUESTION-ANSWER BOOK B1

EASY SECTION

Task 5: Fact file (12 marks)
Complete the fact file below using information from the B1 Data File and your notes.
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked. 

END OF TASK 5

SETTING THINGS STRAIGHT ABOUT STRESS
What is stress?
Stress can be defined as 

. Why do we feel stressed?
We can feel stressed for many different reasons. These are some of the most common types of 
stress: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

How can I overcome stress?
Want to learn some effective ways for dealing with stress? Then come to the Counselling Team’s 
De-stress Fest 2018!
Date:  

Time:  

Venue:  

Sponsor:  

For more information: contact Norah Yip at 
.

If you used abbreviations to write down notes on the listening note-taking sheet, make sure to write out your answers for the task.
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OXFORD ADVANCED EXAM SKILLS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

PAPER 3 PART A

QUESTION-ANSWER BOOK  

A
COMPULSORY

Part A

Situation 

KLF Secondary School is organizing a short film competition. You will hear several different recordings 

related to this subject.

In Part A, you will have a total of four tasks to do. Follow the instructions in the Question-Answer Book 

and in the recording to complete the tasks. You will find all the information you need in the Question-

Answer Book and the recording. You now have two minutes to familiarize yourself with Tasks 1–4. 

Task 1 (11 marks)

Shirley Chan and Jamie Kwok are students at KLF Secondary School. They are discussing the short film 

competition. Listen to their conversation and write the information in the spaces below. You now have 

30 seconds to study the task. At the end of the task, you will have one minute to tidy up your answers.
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Deadline for submissions: (1) 
 

Rules

• Films should not be (2) 

• Films should be on the theme of (3) 

• Equipment: (4) 

  Reason: (5) 

• Films should be (6) 

 (i.e. NOT a (7) 

)

Submission and voting

How do I submit the film?

(8) 

How is the winning film decided?

(9) 

When does the voting start?

(10) 

Prize for the winning film: (11) 

Answers written in the margins will not be marked. 

END OF TASK 1

PAPER 3

When writing numbers, you can write them 

numerically, or spell the words, e.g. 11 or eleven. 
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Reading skills 
Understanding the writer’s purpose 
On page 2 of this unit, you learnt how we can use skimming (looking at the title, subtitle, 
captions, graphics, first and last paragraphs) to get an idea of the general theme or gist 
of a text.

Once you understand the theme of a text, you can probably identify its purpose. Texts 
are written for many different purposes, such as:

• to entertain

• to inform

• to instruct

• to persuade

• to critique

Authors may also have more than one purpose for writing. Once you have identified the 
purpose or purposes of a text, you will be able to make an educated guess about where 
that type of text is likely to appear, e.g. in a newspaper, magazine, blog or diary. The 
writer’s purposes can be stated explicitly or you may have to infer their intent.

•  Read each paragraph carefully. Think about the effect it is meant to have on the 
reader. Use the verbs in the list above to help you.

•  What is the text as a whole meant to do? If you could sum it up in once sentence, 
what would you say?

Skills builder

B1 Skim the article below. Think about its overall purpose. 

2

Private tuition: is it the right choice for your child?

Since 1996, the number of Hong Kong students who use private tutors has 
doubled. While there is no doubt that private tuition can help boost students’ 
grades, is this a trend that should be encouraged? 

Private tutors offer students many advantages. They can offer more personalized 
learning, where lessons and homework are tailored to individual students. They 
also provide useful advice about exams and university entrance that schools do 
not offer. And of course, all those extra hours of learning have a positive effect 
on grades, which helps students stay ahead of the competition.

Yet private tuition is not always the right choice for students. Spending additional 
hours on private tuition means that young people have less free time to think, 
daydream and be themselves. Paying for private tuition can also put a lot of 
financial pressure on parents, which can in turn put students under huge pressure 
to succeed. 

Passing exams is important, and private tutors are useful in this regard. But we 
also need to remember that they may not be the best choice for all students. 
Young people and their parents should consider their objectives in hiring private 
tutors and what the trade-offs are in terms of time and money spent.
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B2 Read the article on page 8 again. Answer the questions below. 

1 Who would you expect to read this text? 

 A  students 

 B  the general public

 C  private tutors

 D  parents 

 A B C D

    

2  What is the purpose of the text?

 A  to encourage students to look for good private tutors 

 B  to remind students that hobbies are important too 

 C  to inform readers of the pros and cons of private tuition

 D  to criticize private tutors who overcharge students 

 A B C D

    

3  What is the writer’s main message in the article?

 A  Students should think carefully before signing up for private tuition. 

 B  Private tuition has many advantages for students.

 C  Hiring a private tutor may put more pressure on students.

 D  Extra time spend on studying is always worth it. 

 A B C D

    

4   Put a tick (✓) beside the type of magazine where you think this article would most 
likely appear.

   business

   parenting

   property

   sports

   travel

   current events 

B3 When describing the writer’s purpose, you should be able to analyse different clues in 
the text. With a partner, discuss the following questions.

Based on the title, why do you think the writer 
wrote this text?

Which phrases do you think best 

describe the writer’s purpose?

Do you think the writer fulfilled his/her intended purpose?

Was the writer’s purpose explicitly stated?
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Knowing the question
Thematic questions 

Matching titles to texts
As well as asking about the theme of a text, thematic questions also often ask you 
to match titles to texts. To do this, you will need to think about the overall theme or 
message of the text, as well as its purpose and the text type.

•  Skim the first and last sentences of each paragraph again to get an idea of the 
overall topic or theme.

•  Read the answer options. Eliminate those that don’t match the theme of the text, or 
only match part of the text.

• Choose the best answer from among the remaining answers.

Hit the mark

B4 Skim Texts 1–3 on pages 10 and 11. Think about the overall theme of each one.

Text 1

Posted 27 October

Do you have a lucky piece of clothing or a 
lucky charm? If so, you’re not alone. In the 
sports world, there are athletes who always 
listen to the same ‘lucky’ song before a race.  
British diver Tom Daley always takes a lucky 
orange toy monkey with him to competitions. 
If it works in sport, can it work in exams too? 

Many students in Hong Kong say they have a 
lucky pen, or a lucky piece of clothing which 
they always wear to exams. Taking a ‘lucky’ 
object with you into an exam gives you a 
warm feeling of familiarity, like you’re not alone. A lucky charm may also help you 
feel relaxed, which is no bad thing when it comes to exams. There is even some 
evidence that lucky charms actually work: a scientific study found golfers played 
better when they were given a ‘lucky’ ball (in reality, there was nothing lucky about 
the ball). Belief in the lucky charm can boost confidence and help you perform 
better. 

But be careful not to become too dependent on lucky charms. A lucky pen is no 
substitute for hard work and revision. And what if you lose your lucky charm? Does 
that mean you lose all your luck too? Superstitions and lucky charms are fun, but 
don’t rely on them for success.
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Text 2

Text 3

B5 Read texts 1–3 again and match them to the list of titles below. Write the correct 
number (1, 2, 3) in the box on the right. One title is NOT used and should be marked with 
an ‘X’.

Titles Text 1 / 2 / 3

i) Let’s end the obsession with exam success

ii) DSE grades fall

iii) Students must work harder to achieve results

iv) Good luck charms not a recipe for exam success

Each year, over 60 thousand students take the DSE exam. Yet only 15 thousand 
of them will be offered a place at university. This means that about 45 thousand 

young people are not offered university places. 

For these unlucky ones, it may seem they have failed. Success in Hong Kong is 
linked so closely to academic success, that those who do not achieve the required 
grades must feel like failures. For the whole of their young lives, they have been 
taught that they need to pass exams in order to have a good life. Under pressure 
from a young age, Hong Kong’s students sometimes feel trapped in an education 
system focused on passing exams rather than broadening the mind.
This is not what education should be about. Yes, education involves learning about 
history and maths and English. But it should also involve learning how to interact 
and communicate with others, how to be kind, and how to contribute to society.
Not everyone is academically gifted, and there should be no shame in that. We 
must help our young people not bound for university by providing more vocational 
training, employment programmes and apprenticeships. Everyone has a unique skill 
(we are all good at something). We need to help our young people find that skill, 
and let them shine.
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The number of students achieving the 

grades required to enter university fell 

in 2017. A total of about 51 thousand 

students took the Diploma of Secondary 

Education (DSE) in 2017, and of these 20 

thousand reached the level required by 

universities. While educationalists may 

be concerned by the drop, for those who 

made the grade, it means less competition 

for a university place.

Grades in English dropped slightly 

compared to 2016, while results for 

Chinese and Maths remained stable. 

Despite the drop, there is still an overall 

upward trend in grades since 2012.

Three male students and three female 

students achieved top scores of 5** in 

seven subjects. The oldest candidate was a 

68-year-old man, who sat two exams; the 

youngest were two 14-year-old students 

who took six and five exams respectively.
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Reading skills 
Understanding the writer’s purpose 
On page 2 of this unit, you learnt how we can use skimming (looking at the title, subtitle, 
captions, graphics, first and last paragraphs) to get an idea of the general theme or gist 
of a text.

Once you understand the theme of a text, you can probably identify its purpose. Texts 
are written for many different purposes, such as:

• to entertain

• to inform

• to instruct

• to persuade

• to critique

Authors may also have more than one purpose for writing. Once you have identified the 
purpose or purposes of a text, you will be able to make an educated guess about where 
that type of text is likely to appear, e.g. in a newspaper, magazine, blog or diary. The 
writer’s purposes can be stated explicitly or you may have to infer their intent.

•  Read each paragraph carefully. Think about the effect it is meant to have on the 
reader. Use the verbs in the list above to help you.

•  What is the text as a whole meant to do? If you could sum it up in once sentence, 
what would you say?

Skills builder

B1 Skim the article below. Think about its overall purpose. 

2

Private tuition: is it the right choice for your child?

Since 1996, the number of Hong Kong students who use private tutors has 
doubled. While there is no doubt that private tuition can help boost students’ 
grades, is this a trend that should be encouraged? 

Private tutors offer students many advantages. They can offer more personalized 
learning, where lessons and homework are tailored to individual students. They 
also provide useful advice about exams and university entrance that schools do 
not offer. And of course, all those extra hours of learning have a positive effect 
on grades, which helps students stay ahead of the competition.

Yet private tuition is not always the right choice for students. Spending additional 
hours on private tuition means that young people have less free time to think, 
daydream and be themselves. Paying for private tuition can also put a lot of 
financial pressure on parents, which can in turn put students under huge pressure 
to succeed. 

Passing exams is important, and private tutors are useful in this regard. But we 
also need to remember that they may not be the best choice for all students. 
Young people and their parents should consider their objectives in hiring private 
tutors and what the trade-offs are in terms of time and money spent.
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B2 Read the article on page 8 again. Answer the questions below. 

1 Who would you expect to read this text? 

 A  students 

 B  the general public

 C  private tutors

 D  parents 

 A B C D

    

2  What is the purpose of the text?

 A  to encourage students to look for good private tutors 

 B  to remind students that hobbies are important too 

 C  to inform readers of the pros and cons of private tuition

 D  to criticize private tutors who overcharge students 

 A B C D

    

3  What is the writer’s main message in the article?

 A  Students should think carefully before signing up for private tuition. 

 B  Private tuition has many advantages for students.

 C  Hiring a private tutor may put more pressure on students.

 D  Extra time spend on studying is always worth it. 

 A B C D

    

4   Put a tick (✓) beside the type of magazine where you think this article would most 
likely appear.

   business

   parenting

   property

   sports

   travel

   current events 

B3 When describing the writer’s purpose, you should be able to analyse different clues in 
the text. With a partner, discuss the following questions.

Based on the title, why do you think the writer 
wrote this text?

Which phrases do you think best 

describe the writer’s purpose?

Do you think the writer fulfilled his/her intended purpose?

Was the writer’s purpose explicitly stated?

Skills builders with strategies 
for efficient reading
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Knowing the question
Thematic questions 

Matching titles to texts
As well as asking about the theme of a text, thematic questions also often ask you 
to match titles to texts. To do this, you will need to think about the overall theme or 
message of the text, as well as its purpose and the text type.

•  Skim the first and last sentences of each paragraph again to get an idea of the 
overall topic or theme.

•  Read the answer options. Eliminate those that don’t match the theme of the text, or 
only match part of the text.

• Choose the best answer from among the remaining answers.

Hit the mark

B4 Skim Texts 1–3 on pages 10 and 11. Think about the overall theme of each one.

Text 1

Posted 27 October

Do you have a lucky piece of clothing or a 
lucky charm? If so, you’re not alone. In the 
sports world, there are athletes who always 
listen to the same ‘lucky’ song before a race.  
British diver Tom Daley always takes a lucky 
orange toy monkey with him to competitions. 
If it works in sport, can it work in exams too? 

Many students in Hong Kong say they have a 
lucky pen, or a lucky piece of clothing which 
they always wear to exams. Taking a ‘lucky’ 
object with you into an exam gives you a 
warm feeling of familiarity, like you’re not alone. A lucky charm may also help you 
feel relaxed, which is no bad thing when it comes to exams. There is even some 
evidence that lucky charms actually work: a scientific study found golfers played 
better when they were given a ‘lucky’ ball (in reality, there was nothing lucky about 
the ball). Belief in the lucky charm can boost confidence and help you perform 
better. 

But be careful not to become too dependent on lucky charms. A lucky pen is no 
substitute for hard work and revision. And what if you lose your lucky charm? Does 
that mean you lose all your luck too? Superstitions and lucky charms are fun, but 
don’t rely on them for success.
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Text 2

Text 3

B5 Read texts 1–3 again and match them to the list of titles below. Write the correct 
number (1, 2, 3) in the box on the right. One title is NOT used and should be marked with 
an ‘X’.

Titles Text 1 / 2 / 3

i) Let’s end the obsession with exam success

ii) DSE grades fall

iii) Students must work harder to achieve results

iv) Good luck charms not a recipe for exam success

Each year, over 60 thousand students take the DSE exam. Yet only 15 thousand 
of them will be offered a place at university. This means that about 45 thousand 

young people are not offered university places. 

For these unlucky ones, it may seem they have failed. Success in Hong Kong is 
linked so closely to academic success, that those who do not achieve the required 
grades must feel like failures. For the whole of their young lives, they have been 
taught that they need to pass exams in order to have a good life. Under pressure 
from a young age, Hong Kong’s students sometimes feel trapped in an education 
system focused on passing exams rather than broadening the mind.
This is not what education should be about. Yes, education involves learning about 
history and maths and English. But it should also involve learning how to interact 
and communicate with others, how to be kind, and how to contribute to society.
Not everyone is academically gifted, and there should be no shame in that. We 
must help our young people not bound for university by providing more vocational 
training, employment programmes and apprenticeships. Everyone has a unique skill 
(we are all good at something). We need to help our young people find that skill, 
and let them shine.
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The number of students achieving the 

grades required to enter university fell 

in 2017. A total of about 51 thousand 

students took the Diploma of Secondary 

Education (DSE) in 2017, and of these 20 

thousand reached the level required by 

universities. While educationalists may 

be concerned by the drop, for those who 

made the grade, it means less competition 

for a university place.

Grades in English dropped slightly 

compared to 2016, while results for 

Chinese and Maths remained stable. 

Despite the drop, there is still an overall 

upward trend in grades since 2012.

Three male students and three female 

students achieved top scores of 5** in 

seven subjects. The oldest candidate was a 

68-year-old man, who sat two exams; the 

youngest were two 14-year-old students 

who took six and five exams respectively.
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 Hit the mark tip boxes with step-
by-step guidance on how to 
approach each question format
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Practice m
akes perfect

Test yourself
C1  How well do you know the skills, types of questions and text types you have learnt 

in this unit? Complete the blanks. 

 a blog entry an email match titles to texts multiple-choice questions

 skimming thematic questions the writer’s purpose

1  When a question asks us to , we need to think 
about the overall theme of the texts given.

2   is an informal piece of writing someone posts 
online.

3  We should cross out options that are obviously wrong when answering a 

.

4  is a message we send online.

5  ask about the overall theme of a text.

6  is to get the gist of a text.

7  is the reason why someone writes something.

C2  Skim the text below. Then answer the questions on page 15. Tick the correct boxes.

Practice makes perfect

Stress from exams
Posted on 29 October

Some students are so nervous about exams that they start to feel unwell before 
exams. The stress is too much for them and they do not know how to cope with it. 
The body then reacts in a strange way. These students may have a stomach ache, 
headache and muscle pains. Then the pains will go away after the exams.

It is not uncommon for mental stress to cause physical illness. When this happens 
repeatedly, it affects the students’ ability to learn and perform in exams. Some 
parents may think that their children pretend to be ill to skip school. This puts extra 
pressure on the students and they become even more nervous.

So if you have strange symptoms every time before exams, try to relax. Keep calm, 
take a deep breath and tell yourself that this is not the end of the world. Remember 
that worrying would only make things worse.

If you need help, you can contact the school 
social worker, Ms Ho. She will be more than 
willing to listen to you and give you advice.

Ms Chau
Principal

5

10

15

Sentence structures
Here are some useful sentence structures that have appeared in this unit so far.  
Do you remember them? Let’s take a look.

1 My little story made you laugh. 

C3  What pattern can you see in sentence structure 1? Write a sentence in the 
blanks using the words given. Then write another sentence on your own.

me    read    made    he

subject verb object verb/verb phrase
My little story made you laugh.

   

   

You can further expand the pattern in many different ways. Here are some 
examples from this unit.

She made me take off my socks.

She made me give them to her.

2 It is easy to get stressed at exam time. 

C4  What pattern can you see in sentence structure 2? Write a sentence in the 
blanks using the words given. Then write another sentence on your own.

prepared    important    before exams    to be    it is

It is adjective to-infinitive adjective  adverbial 
phrase of time

It is easy to get stressed at exam time.

    

    

1 This text is a .

2 What is the writer’s purpose of writing?

   to tell students to seek help if they cannot cope with the stress from exams

   to explain the symptoms of stress

   to tell students that it is silly to worry about exams

3 Which of the following is a possible alternative title for the text?

   Aches are common

   You are not alone

   Never skip school
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Too cool for school: Hong Kong’s superstar tutors

1  Lily Cheung leaves the gleaming skyscraper and makes her way towards her 
chauffeur-driven car. As always, her red hair is perfectly styled and oversized 
sunglasses hide her beautifully made-up eyes. Dressed in the latest designer clothes, 
she looks effortlessly chic. From the designer handbag on her arm, two small eyes 
peek out. It’s Lola, her pet chihuahua, who travels everywhere with her.

2  A large crowd has formed around the car, eager to get a look at this beautiful 
young woman. They call her name and ask her to take selfies with them. Lily smiles 
and accepts the requests. She is keen to increase her popularity on social media, and 
she knows some of these photos will soon be on Instagram and Facebook.

3  Who is this woman that has so many devoted followers? A supermodel? A pop 
star? No, she’s a ‘tutor queen’, helping Hong Kong’s students get top marks in the 
DSE exam. As a top earner in Hong Kong’s lucrative cram school business, she makes 
tens of millions of dollars each year. 

4  ‘A glamorous image attracts students, but I take my work very seriously. I slave 
away every day thinking of ways to help my students learn,’ Lily explains. ‘I even find 
advertisers to place ads aimed at students in my notes, so that I can give them away 
for free.’

5  But not everyone agrees with Lily’s assessment. They argue that private tuition is 
priced out of the reach of low-income students. ‘I wish I could afford private tuition 
for my son,’ says one mother. ‘But I just can’t pay the fees. What can I do? I’m not 
rich.’ No doubt she is not alone.

6  While cram schools are popular in many Asian countries, the rise of celebrity tutor 
kings and queens is less common in other Asian countries such as Taiwan. It points 
to a worrying trend in our education system in which impressionable young people 
are being targeted as consumers, and money rather than talent and hard work 
determine success.
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Challenge yourself
C1 Skim the text below. 

C2 Now read the article on page 14 carefully and answer the questions below.

1 The main idea of paragraph 1 is that Lily Cheung is …   

 A rich.

 B stylish.

 C beautiful.

 D glamorous.  

 A B C D

    

2 What does Lily do to increase her popularity? Why is this effective?   

3 Find a phrase in paragraph 3 with a similar meaning to ‘fans’.   

4 According to paragraph 3, what is Lily Cheung’s job? Where does she work? 

5  Name one way in which tutor kings and queens are ‘superstars’, as described in the 
title.   

6 i)  According to the last paragraph, what is the writer’s conclusion about celebrity 
tutors?   

 ii) Do you agree?   

7 What is the writer’s main purpose in writing this text?   

 A to inform the reader 

 B to persuade the reader

 C to instruct the reader

 D to entertain the reader 

 A B C D

    

8 Where would you expect to find this text?   

 A in a science-fiction book

 B in a magazine 

 C in a business proposal

 D in the film section of a newspaper 

 A B C D

    

For exam question 
tips and additional 
questions go to 
pages 10–11 of 
the Exam Skills 
Booster. 

2017 
HKDSE 

Q26

•   Exam-focused, task-based 
coverage of listening and 
integrated skills

•   Expert analysis of key HKDSE 
Paper 3 skills to provide 
complete exam preparation

•  QR codes for students to 
access the audio files of the 
teaching part

•   HKDSE-style Exam practice in 
each unit, featuring Parts B1 
and B2, to consolidate taught 
skills and task types

•  Complete HKDSE-style 
marking schemes  
for all Exam  
practices and  
Mock Tests

Each series features:

•  10 key writing skills

•   engaging 
contextualized 
exercises
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Writing skills 
Planning and outlining your writing
Whenever you produce a piece of writing, it is important that you plan your work 
carefully before you start. Be very clear about the purpose of the text you are about to 
write.

F The question below is a ‘Learning English through Sports Communication’ question from 
Part B of the Paper 2 exam. Complete the question analysis.

First, consider the length of your writing. In Part A of the Paper 2 exam, you need to 
write 200 words. You will need to write at least three paragraphs. In Part B of the 
Paper 2 exam, you should write about 400 words. That means you will need to write at 
least five paragraphs. Each paragraph will cover one main point, and may have several 
subsidiary points.

There are several ways to plan your writing:

1  You can use an organizational tool to structure your ideas and create an outline for 
your writing. You could use headings and subheadings, like this:

When you think 
about the platform, 
consider where the 
writing takes place. 
Are you writing 
for a website or a 
magazine? Is the 
writing private (e.g. 
a letter to a friend) 
or public (e.g. a 
newspaper article)?

You have recently trained for and competed in a 5K race to raise 
money for a charity. Write a letter to your friend Lucy describing 
the experience, what you learnt from it and why you recommend 
running as a hobby.

Who am I?

 

 

1

Task objective 1:

 

 

7
Task objective 2:

 

 

8
Task objective 3:

 

 

9

Who is the reader?

 

 

2
Text type: 

 

 

4

Type of writing: 

 

 

5

What is the context?

 

 

3

Is the platform private or public? 
What tone should I use?

 

 

6

1 Opening
 • Ask how she is
 •  Reason for writing—competed in a 5K run

2 Describe the experience
 •  training period—hot, tired, sore, wanted to give up
 •  event itself—cheering crowds, other runners 
 •  result—ran the race in 30 minutes; felt proud

3 What you learnt
 • can have discipline to accomplish goals
 • not to give up 

4 Recommend running as a hobby
 • can get fit quickly
 • develop discipline and motivation

5 Closing paragraph (short)
 •  there is another 5K race in 

two months—suggest we do it 
together

 • ask Lucy to write

Closing and signature

What you learnt
•  can have discipline 

to accomplish goals
•  not to give up

Recommend 
running as a hobby
•  can get fit quickly
•  develop discipline 

and motivation

Description
•  training period—hot,  

tired, sore
•  event itself—other runners, 

crowds 
•  result—time: 30 minutes; 

proud

5K run

Suggestion:
•  Participate in a 5K 

run together

2 You can use a mind map for planning, like this:

3 Or you could use a table to structure your ideas:

4  When you have finished your outline, take a minute to think about how you are going 
to connect your paragraphs in a logical way. If this is difficult, perhaps your paragraphs 
are in the wrong order. If so, re-number them now, before you start writing.

5  Refer back to your outline from time to time as you write your answer. At the end of 
every paragraph, check what you planned to write next. This will ensure that you do 
not run out of time, go off topic, or fail to show a good structure in your answer.

Paragraph Main point Subsidiary point(s)

Opening participated in 5K run

Body paragraph 1 description of 5K run •  training period—tired, sore, 
wanted to give up

• race day—runners, crowds
• how I felt—time: 30; proud

Body paragraph 2 what I learnt from it • discipline to accomplish goals
•  not to give up

Body paragraph 3 benefits of running • get fit quickly
• develop discipline and motivation

Closing paragraph another 5K race • do it together?

E
xam

 p
ractice

36 37

Unit 1   Hit the books!

Exam practice
Part A

For question 1, write about 125 words.

1 The Change the World website is asking students from around the world to 
contribute to a new online project, ‘Making a difference at your school’. They 
want you to write a blog entry and then link it to their site.

Write a blog entry describing a meaningful event held at your school to students in 
other parts of the world. Tell them what the event was, and why it was meaningful.

Use this mind map to plan your writing.

In Part A of the 
exam, you will need 
to write about 200 
words. In this unit, 
you will start at 125 
words.

Refer back to the 
question analysis 
on page 34 and do 
a similar analysis 
before you start.

PAPER 1 PAPER 2

The meaningful event: 

Activities

People involved

Why it is meaningful

Setting

Write about 125 words.

Headline: 

(Say what the meaningful activity is) 

(People involved/Setting)

(Describe the activities)

(Say why it is meaningful)

(Closing paragraph)
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked. 

Describing an event

• explain clearly what the event is, using examples if necessary

• say when and where the event took place

• explain what happened at the event

• write about the end result of the event

5** Writing tips

For more useful 
words and phrases 
and other support 
for your writing, 
go to page 18 of 
the Exam Skills 
Booster. 

Useful language

The event I want to describe is …

What happened was …

The event took place at …

All kinds of people took part, including …

The best part about it was …

What is so meaningful is that …

38
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Part B

For questions 2–9, choose ONE question and write about 200 words in the space provided on page 40. Indicate which question you are going to attempt using the question number box on page 40.

3 Learning English through Drama
   Recently, you went to see a musical performed by your school’s Drama Club. It was the best school performance you have ever seen. Write an informal email to your friend Lucy about the show, explaining what was good about it and why you enjoyed it so much.

9 Learning English through Social Issues
  You are worried about the amount of stress and exam pressure you and your schoolmates are facing. Write a blog post about the issue, describing the problem and suggesting ways to deal with it. Suggest what could be done in future to reduce the amount of pressure students face.

In Part B of the 
exam, you will need 
to write 400 words. 
Here, in the first 
unit, you only need 
to write 200 words.

You can use this table, or another planning method described on pages 34 and 35, to plan your writing.

Paragraph Main point Subsidiary point(s)Introduction

Body paragraph 1

Body paragraph 2

Body paragraph 3

Body paragraph 4

Conclusion

For more useful 
words and phrases 
and other support 
for your writing, 
go to page 17 of 
the Exam Skills 
Booster. 

If you choose to 
attempt question 9, 
refer to page 34 and 
make sure you do 
a similar analysis 
before you start.

Useful phrases and sentences

Think and plan
Question 3 asks you to write an informal email. Do you remember the structure and language features of an informal email? 

What kind of language 
do I use?

What to write about in 
the opening paragraph?

How to write a catchy 
subject line?

How to end the email?

How many paragraphs 
should there be?

What kind of greeting 
do I use?

How many main points should 
each body paragraph contain?

Now think about the content of your email.

Greeting

Dear Lucy/Hi Lucy/Hello/Hi

Starting your email
How are you?/How have you been?/What’s up?

I hope you’re doing well.
I’m sorry I haven’t written for so long.

Ending your email
Talk to you soon,/Bye for now,/Take care,/Best,/Cheers,

Words to describe the musical
The show was good/great/amazing/terrific/excellent.

It was a good/a great/an amazing/a terrific/an excellent show.

The costumes were beautifully 
designed.

The music was thrilling/dramatic/
melodious/sentimental.
It was so touching/funny/powerful.

Words to describe the audience reactions

The audience were excited/exhilarated/thrilled.

They/I began singing along with the actors.

They/I enjoyed every single moment of the show.

They/I clapped/applauded for five minutes.

What should I write about 
in the closing paragraph?

How do I organize my ideas 
in the body paragraphs?

Analyse the question

Text type:

Type of writing:
Private or public? Formal 
or informal?

 

 

 
Who am I?

Who is the audience?
What is the context? (What 
do you want to do?)

 

 

 

 What are my goals? 1) 

 2) 

 3) 

 

For the remaining 
Part B questions 
for this unit, refer 
to pages A23–A24 
of the Additional 
questions for Exam 
practice (Part B) 
at the back of this 
book.
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Featured text type 

A6 Skim the text below and think about its overall meaning and purpose. 

This text and text 
type are analysed in 
the Writing section 
on p. 30.

A7 Read the text on page 6 again and answer the questions below.

1  According to paragraph 1, which one of the following statements is true?   

 A  You are not allowed to walk during the colour run. 

 B  Runners have to throw powder during the colour run. 

 C  People get messy during a colour run. 

 D  You have to pay to take part in a colour run. 

 A B C D

    

2 What reasons does Leon give for taking part in the colour run?   

 i)  

 ii)  

 iii)  

3 What does Leon say that he is not good at?   

4 What is the meaning of ‘nippy’ (line 18)?   

 A  healthy

 B  fast 

 C  strong

 D  cold 

 A B C D

    

5 How does Leon feel when he says ‘my stomach was churning’ (line 20)?   

 A  excited

 B  nervous 

 C  relaxed

 D  joyful 

 A B C D

    

6  What is Leon’s letter to May mostly about?   

 A  succeeding in facing a difficult challenge 

 B  some new friends she made at school 

 C  a relaxing day at the beach

 D  feeling nervous before a test 

 A B C D

    

7 This text is …   

 A  a business proposal.

 B  an email. 

 C  an argumentative essay.

 D  an extract from a short story. 

 A B C D

    

8  What is the main purpose of the text?   

 A  to tell the reader more about the charities the run helped

 B  to explain what activities the writer thinks are fun 

 C  to describe activities organized by the writer’s school

 D  to describe a school activity the writer took part in  

 A B C D

    

To practise the 
language in this 
section, go to 
pages 2–5 of the 
Exam Skills 
Booster. 
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Hi May,

1  How are you? How’s school? Have you done 

anything interesting lately? I’ve just taken part 

in a ‘colour run’ at my new school here in Sydney.

2  Have you heard of a colour run? It’s basically 

a sponsored 5K run, but the difference is that 

people spray you with multicoloured powder as 

you run along. By the end, I was covered head to 

toe in a rainbow of colours! 

3  The school decided to organize the colour run 

in order to encourage students to care about their 

community and to build teamwork and school spirit. 

Besides the charity side of things, I really wanted 

to try something new and because it sounded like 

fun. And it was!

4  About 250 students took part altogether, and 

the route started at our school and went down along the coast, next to the 

beach. I finished in 40 minutes—I’m not a great runner! The first student over 

the finishing line did it in 27 minutes. Pretty nippy, eh?

5  If you get the chance, I’d highly recommend taking part in a colour run. 

Before we started, my stomach was churning. I’d never run 5 kilometres before 

and I didn’t know if I could do it! But as soon as the race started, and the 

brightly coloured powder filled the air, it was like being carried along on a wave 

of energy that rushed through the other runners and the cheering crowd. 

6  And do you know what? I do feel more connected to my schoolmates and the 

local community now. And I’ve got to know students I might not otherwise have 

talked to. So it was a success!

Speak to you soon, 

Leon
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To: May

From: Leon

Date: 28 October

Subject: Guess what I’ve been up to!
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Featured text type 

B6 Skim Texts 1 and 2 below. 

Text 1

This text type is 
analysed in the 
Writing section on 
p. 32.

B7 Read the texts on page 12 and answer the questions below.

1  Look at Texts 1 and 2 and match them to the list of titles below. Write the correct 
number (1, 2) in the box on the right. One title is NOT used and should be marked  
with an ‘X’.   

 Titles

i) How we can all overcome laziness

ii) Hard work and dedication: the path to success

iii) Fast facts about Rex Tso

Text 1 / 2

 

2  What is the writer’s main purpose in writing Text 1?   

 A to describe Rex Tso’s diet and training

 B to give us an insight into Rex Tso’s character 

 C to increase awareness of the sport of boxing

 D to increase Rex Tso’s support in Hong Kong 

 A B C D

    

3 Text 1 is …   

 A a sports report. C an essay.

 B an article.  D a blog entry.  

 A B C D

    

4 What message does the writer of Text 1 want to send?   

 A Anyone can be a successful athlete if they train hard enough.

 B It is more important to work hard than to focus on exam results. 

 C  We need to recognize our weaknesses and then  
overcome them. 

 D More young people are becoming fans of Rex Tso. 

 A B C D

    

5 Which of the following is NOT part of Rex Tso’s training?   

 A swimming 

 B running

 C exercising at the gym

 D eating healthy foods 

 A B C D

    

6 According to Text 2, which of the following is true?   

 A Rex Tso trains in Tuen Mun.

 B Rex Tso has not yet won an international title.

 C Rex Tso does not have another name.   

 D Rex Tso has never lost a professional fight.  

 A B C D
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To practise the 
language in this 
section, go to 
pages 6–9 of the 
Exam Skills 
Booster. 

Text 2

Name: Rex Tso Sing-yu

Born: 15 July 1987, Tuen Mun

World ranking: Top 10

Weight: Super Flyweight

Professional fights: 22

Wins: 22

Titles:  WBC ABCO Super Flyweight title, WBO 
Asia-Pacific Junior Bantamweight title, 
WBA International Super Flyweight title, 
WBC Asia Super Flyweight title

Nickname: The Wonder Kid

5

10

Posted: May 1, 16.54 

1  Yesterday, I went to see Rex Tso fight at the Convention 
Exhibition Centre. It was really special for me, because I admire 
Rex so much. In his everyday clothes, Rex Tso might not look very 
special. But when you see him into the ring, you see a powerful 
athlete. Beneath the shock of black hair are eyes fixed with 
determination. His lean body ripples with powerful muscles ready 
to pounce and attack, with the grace of a tiger. At a natural weight 
of 130 lbs, Rex has to follow a strict diet to get down to his fighting 
weight of 115 lbs. 

2  But Rex didn’t always used to be so disciplined. He struggled at 
school and did not get good grades. He admits he was ‘lazy’. It was 
only when he turned professional at the age of 24 that Rex began 
to work hard. His gruelling training includes daily 10-kilometre 
runs, working out at the gym and practice fights. He trains six days 
a week, only taking Saturdays off. 

3  As the reigning WBA International Super Flyweight and WBC 
Asia Super Flyweight champion, Rex has inspired many young 
people, something he is proud of. His story shows that there are 
more paths to success than doing well in school, going to university, 
and getting a job in an office. His work requires a lot of hard work 
and dedication.

4  He has certainly inspired me, and I appreciate his work ethic. 
What do you think? If you work hard enough at something, can you 
become a success?

 Likes: 126
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Part B2

Read Texts 4 and 5 and answer questions 33–51 on pages 26–28.

Text 4

Old student, new beginnings Posted on 19 November

1  Yesterday, on my way home from school, I noticed a young woman was 

staring at me from across the street. She crossed the road and stood in front 

of me, beaming. ‘You don’t remember me, do you, Ms Cheung?’ she said. ‘It’s 

Lizzie. Lizzie Ng. You taught me Maths. Or tried to.’

2  As soon as she said her name, I remembered the gangly teenager with long 

black hair and hands covered in rings. Lizzie Ng, the girl who was always 

daydreaming in class, who doodled all over her notebooks and handed in her 

homework late, or not at all. The girl who would mutter ‘What’s the point?’ 

as I tried to explain a mathematical theory, her eyes rolling upwards. She 

was bored with school, unmotivated, and before she even took the HKDSE, I 

considered her one of my least promising students.

3  Now in her mid-twenties, Lizzie is a happy young woman with a promising 

future ahead of her. It seems she has a talent for design—all those doodles 

did not go to waste. In fact, they were the germ of an idea for her business. 

After school, Lizzie set up her own online jewellery company. ‘I specialize 

in wedding jewellery, mostly in gold and precious stones.’ she told me. ‘I’m 

focusing on the luxury end of the market, and I’ve got customers all over the 

world. I turned over $3 million last year.’

4  She told me all this with a tone of pride in her voice, as if to say ‘I’ve 

proven you wrong, haven’t I?’ And yes, she has. When she was my student, I 

told her that she could never be a success in life if she didn’t make the grade 

in the HKDSE. I was hard on her, and she probably hated me for it. Yet 

despite failing her Maths exam in spectacular fashion, here she is today, with a 

hugely successful business, earning more in a year than I could ever dream of. 

‘I’ve got an accountant to look after the books,’ she told me with a wink.

5  I thought back to what I taught Lizzie in those Maths classes. Did I teach 

her anything about manufacturing costs, or cash flow, or projected sales? I did 

not. I taught her theories and equations, and gave advice on how to pass an 

exam. Is any of this really useful in the outside world?

6  I’m hugely proud of Lizzie, but I also feel guilty when I think of her. School 

was torment for her, and many others like her. Because of the huge pressure 

in Hong Kong to achieve academic success, we often forget that learning can 

be fun. Learning should also be useful: we should be giving students the skills 

they will need in the workplace.

7  I’m glad I met Lizzie yesterday. It’s made me think about how I can help 

all my students, not just the academically gifted ones. I don’t want to hear any 

more of my students saying ‘What’s the point?’ And as a teacher, I will no 

longer brand a student as a failure.
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OXFORD ADVANCED EXAM SKILLSENGLISH LANGUAGEPAPER 1 PART B2QUESTION-ANSWER BOOK B2
DIFFICULT SECTION

Read Texts 4 and 5 and answer questions 33–51. (31 marks)
Text 4

 33 Which of the following is the best alternative title for this blog entry?   

  A Catching up with long-lost pupils  B Taking a different approach to learning 
  C Success in the jewellery industry  D Why failing can make you stronger A B C D 34 Find a word or phrase in paragraph 1 that could be replaced by ‘with a wide smile’.   35 Decide whether the following statements are True (T), False (F) or the information is  

Not Given (NG) in paragraph 2.   
 

(4 marks)
Statementsi) Lizzie liked jewellery even when she was a student. 

ii) Lizzie was very popular with her classmates. 
iii) Lizzie often failed to complete her schoolwork. 
iv) Ms Cheung expected Lizzie to become successful. 

T F NG

 36 Which word in paragraph 3 means ‘shapes, lines or patterns, drawn without much thought’?    37 What does ‘it’ (line 22) refer to?   

 38 Complete the following paragraph based on paragraph 4. Write one word on each line. 

 

(4 marks)

Ms Cheung told Lizzie she needed to get a good (i) 
 in her Maths exam. She 

(ii) 
 the exam badly, but nevertheless she now runs a (iii) 

 

company. An (iv) 
 handles the figures and accounts for Lizzie.

 39 What does the phrase ‘with a wink’ (line 25) suggest?   
  A Lizzie is joking with Ms Cheung.   B Lizzie spends a lot of money on the accountant.

  C Lizzie would like Ms Cheung’s advice.
  D Lizzie is feeling tired. 

A B C D
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked. 
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EASY SECTION

Read Texts 2 and 3 and answer questions 18–32. (27 marks)

Text 2

 18 Based on the information given in paragraph 1, fill in the blanks. Use ONE word in  

each blank.    (3 marks)

There was little air in the room because the windows were high up and (i) .  

In summer some of the places in the room were (ii)  because of 

the bright sunlight. It was possible to find a cooler desk in the (iii) , 

although even here, the heat was uncomfortable.

 19 This text is …   

  A a business report. C a factual essay. 

  B a news report. D an extract from a novel.  

A B C D

 20 In paragraph 2, find a word that means ‘moved smoothly and quietly’.   

 21 Decide whether the following statements are True (T), False (F) or the information is  

Not Given (NG) in paragraph 3.    (5 marks)

Statements

i)  Students were encouraged to write on the whiteboard. 

ii) The classroom was cleaned when the students were not there.

iii) Students were required to clean their own desks. 

iv) The writer ate her lunch in the classroom every day. 

v) The classroom was a welcoming space for the writer. 

T F NG

 22 In line 15, what does ‘this space’ refer to? 

 23 What message does the writer want to send?   

  A Students perform best in a clean environment.

  B More money should be spent on schools. 

  C The classroom environment can affect our attitude towards learning. 

  D Teachers can have a big impact on their students. 

A B C D

 24 What is the author’s main purpose in writing this text?   
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked. 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONSThis paper consists of two parts: Part A, Group Discussion; and Part B, Individual Response. Part B will 
immediately follow Part A. DO NOT write anything on this page.
PART A   Group DiscussionYou will be given 10 minutes to prepare. The time allowed for the group discussion is 8 minutes (or 6 minutes 
for a group of 3 candidates). You may make notes on the notecard provided and refer to your notes during the 
discussion.

This article appeared in a newspaper in Hong Kong:
Why athletes risk using performance-enhancing drugs
Fans of weightlifting, track and field and cycling are generally aware of the doping scandals that periodically plague their favourite sports Famous cyclist Lance Armstrong met his downfall due to doping; Olympians like Ben Johnson have been stripped of their gold medals after testing positive for steroids. But simply considering the number of cases discovered at the Olympics between 1968 and 2010—36 in weightlifting, 28 in track and field, 12 in cross-country skiing—gives  sports fans the idea that the problem is most likely small and isolated.However, this is not the case. Harvard University recently surveyed athletes at the World Championships in Athletics and the Pan-Am Games, asking participants whether they’d broken anti-doping regulations at any point over the last year. Though only 1 to 3 per cent of athletes at events like these generally test positive for performance- enhancing drugs, nearly half of athletes surveyed admitted that they had, in fact, broken anti-doping rules sometime in the past year.

Though performance-enhancing drugs boost performance by building muscle, improving endurance, 
and minimizing pain, long-term side effects include personality changes, heart disease, stroke, confusion, 
nausea and breathing problems.

Your group is going to give a presentation on the use of performance-enhancing drugs in competitive sport. 
You may want to talk about:
 • whether the Olympics should have harsher punishment for athletes and countries that break the rules
 • how performance-enhancing drugs affect athletes and their sports • if other measures should be taken to curb the use of performance-enhancing drugs in sport
 • anything else you think is important

Do you think it’s morally wrong to use performance-enhancing drugs?
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DO NOT TAKE AWAY
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In groups of four, complete Part A of the Exam practice on page 13. Use your notes on 
page 15.

Notecard

Exam practice

During the Group 
Interaction, try not to 
look down on your 
notes for more than 
three seconds each 
time.

What Oliver could do

What kind of support he needs

How gifted children should develop their strengths and overcome any weaknesses

After the Exam practice, listen to the recording or watch the  video and compare your performance. Audio

Group 
Interaction 

video

Individual 
Response 

video

PAPER 4

Ask for help 
from tutors and 
professors?
Develop better 
study skills?
Try different 
classes?

Better 
communication 
with tutors?
Join study groups 
to meet other 
students?

Help them 
understand their 
strengths and 
weaknesses?
Give them more 
opportunities?


