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Forward Foreword

One question that parents and 
teachers never tire of asking—How 
can I cultivate a serious reading habit in 
young people? I suspect, in the minds 
of these gravely concerned adults, 
reading seriously is more a problem 
of ‘what to read’ than ‘how to read’. 
Reading seriously, for them, is burying 
oneself in literary classics like A Tale 
of Two Cities and To Kill a Mockingbird, 
or news magazines such as Time and 
The Economist. 

But that is the wrong question to ask. 
We need not worry about what our 
children and students are reading as 
long as they are reading. Young people 
will not become serious readers just 
because we want them to be. They 
will only find reading off-putting, even 
insufferable, if they are forced to read 
seriously. What teachers and parents 
should do, instead, is to help them 
read just for the fun of it.

Scholars call this ability the capacity for 
higher pleasure. With this capacity, it 
will be just a matter of time before one 
‘reads upward’—from, say, Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid to The Catcher in the Rye, and 
from South China Morning Post to The 
International New York Times. Happy 
readers read for pleasure and to satisfy 
their curiosity, not out of a sense of 
duty and as if they were taking their 
medicine. That’s why they are often 
the envy of the serious readers.
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Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

5 Match the main points (A–D) with one of the corresponding paragraphs on the left. Write the correct letter 

(A–D) on the line next to the paragraph number. ONE main point is NOT used. (3 marks)

Paragraph No. Main Point

i) Paragraph 2 A  

ii) Paragraph 3 B  

iii) Paragraph 4 D  

A. Baseball was introduced to Japan in the 1870s.

B. Early in Japan’s baseball history, there was a tradition of 

American teams coming to Japan for games.

C. American teams usually beat Japanese teams.

D. The professional Japanese baseball league grew quickly.

6 Find a word in paragraph 3 that means the same as ‘praiseworthy’.

laudable

7 What is the significance of the following years? (3 marks)

i) 1878 The University of Winsconsin challenged Keio University to a baseball game.

ii) 1934 A team of America’s best players travelled to Japan for exhibition games.

iii) 1950 Nippon Professional Baseball was divided into two leagues due to its size.

8 i) What is the writer referring to when he/she mentions ‘these disrespectful displays’ (line 19)?

Babe Ruth playing first base while holding an umbrella and Lou Gehrig wearing rubber boots

ii) Why would these actions be considered ‘disrespectful’?

Because the players wouldn’t be able to play to the best of their abilities while using rain gear. This would 

make it clear to the Japanese players that they didn’t think the games were worth their best effort.

9 Based on the information given in paragraph 5, decide if the following statements are True, False or the 

information is Not Given. Blacken ONE circle only for each statement. (4 marks)

T F NG

i) The rules of Japanese baseball are exactly the same as American baseball.  

ii) The 1984 game between the Chicago White Sox and the Milwaukee Brewers 

was the longest in baseball history.
 

iii) The ball used in American baseball is the smallest used worldwide.

iv) If there is no draw, Japanese baseball games end after nine innings.  
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Write your Candidate Number in the space provided on this page.Read Text 1 and answer questions 1–18.   (30 marks)

1 Who is the intended audience for this text?
A history students
B baseball fanatics in the United States
C the Japanese general public
D the American general public 

A B C D

2 Below is a summary of paragraph 1. In two of the lines, there is ONE mistake. If you find a mistake, underline 
the mistake and replace the word with one that expresses the correct idea. Write the word in the space on the 
right. If there is no mistake, put a tick (✓) in the space. The first has been done for you. (3 marks)

Summary

Correctione.g. While the crowd is singing chants to disturb their team, the players support
i) on the baseball square are getting ready for the next play. The crowd diamond
ii) goes silent, allowing the player at bat to concentrate. The two teams, the ✓
iii) Yomiuri Giants and the Hanshin Tigers, have a longstanding friendship. rivalry

3 What does ‘it’ refer to in line 7?

baseball 

4 Was Hiroshi Hiraoka passionate about spreading baseball through Japan? Support your answer using 
information from the text.

Yes. He travelled all the way to the United States, which was difficult at that time, in order to bring back a translated version of the official rules.
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PART B1

Read Text 3 and answer questions 24–36 on pages 1–2 of the Question-Answer Book for Part B1.

Text 3


[1] Ren Wan is one of the founders of JupYeah, a swapping platform where people can share and take home otherwise 

unwanted items. She tells Yanis Chan about finding joy in consuming less in a consumer-driven world.

[2] Q: Why did you start JupYeah? 

Ren Wan: A couple of my friends and I learned about the idea from foreign magazines when we were still in school. 

Back then, we just swapped clothes after dinner at one of our homes. We thought it was a great idea because you didn’t 

have to pay for things you wanted. Then later, when we became older, we realized it is indeed environmentally, socially 

and economically ideal. We wanted to celebrate the idea of ‘consume less, share better’. That’s JupYeah’s motto.

[3] Q: What does ‘JupYeah’ mean? 

RW: ‘JupYeah’ has a dual meaning to it—‘picking stuff up’ and ‘tidying stuff’ in Cantonese. We decided to use it 

because we felt like it can represent us as a Hong Kong Chinese culture.

[4] Q: How does it work? Is it free? 

RW: JupYeah works in two ways: swap parties and an online platform. Swap parties are pretty self-explanatory—you 

just come and drop off your unwanted things and grab things you find value in. For the online platform, it is the same 

but you upload pictures of the unwanted things. Then you can get a token that you can spend on our database. The 

website is completely free.

[5] Q: What items do you normally find on JupYeah? 

RW: We do have some basic rules: we don’t take commercial souvenirs that are for promotion purposes and things 

that are too personal. In past events, we have received a bunch of empty disposable water bottles. I guess those people 

might have mistakenly thought that we were doing recycling. We’ve also received unexpected things such as bicycles, 

ancient Chinese musical instruments and furniture—which are more on the expensive side.

[6] Q: What’s the next step for JupYeah? 

RW: Object swaps are getting hip now. But we have important messages to spread. That’s why we also do talks, 

workshops and documentary screenings. Earlier this year, we started a new campaign, ‘Shareables’, which is a charity 

collaboration. The upcoming one is about providing office wear for underprivileged fresh graduates. I have an actor 

friend who has donated so many of his shirts. My goal is that when people need something, they will immediately think 

of us or look around to see if someone has it, instead of buying a new one.
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The changing landscape

Word/Phrase Definition Example sentence
*disruptive 
(adj.)

破壞性的 The floods have been very disruptive; 
roads have been closed and public transport services have been affected.

*intrude into 
(phr. v.)

侵入；打擾 More and more human activities have 
intruded into the natural habitat of wild animals.

*land 
reclamation 
(n.)

填海造地 There is so much land reclamation in 
Hong Kong that some people think that 
Victoria Harbour will one day cease to exist.landscape (n.) 景觀 From the summit, they looked out over 
a landscape of rolling hills, dotted with patches of woodland.

ruin (v.) 破壞；糟蹋 The high-rise buildings on the coast have ruined the natural landscape of the island.
spoil (v.) 破壞；毁掉 The recent deforestation project has spoilt the habitat of the animals in the region.
suburb (n.) 近郊 We couldn’t stand the pollution and noise in the city centre so we moved out to the suburbs; its quieter and there’s more 

greenery here.
swamp (n.) 沼澤 There used to be many swamps here, 

but many of them have been drained for agriculture.
urban (adj.) 都市的 The clusters of high-rises in Hong Kong provide an imposing urban setting.
*vital (adj.) 必不可少的；

對…極重要的
For animals that live in the desert, finding water is vital to their survival.

wetlands (n.) 濕地 Birds such as herons and egrets make their homes in low-lying wetlands.
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Vocabulary handout Designed to be given to students as pre-test preparation for Oxford Essential HKDSE Practice Papers sets     
             
Word/Phrase Definition Example sentence uproot (v.) 

遷移 The gardener uprooted the tree and replanted it on the other side of the garden. larger than life 
(phr.) 

誇大的 Her larger than life personality makes him a great guest at a party: he is always the most interesting person there.   validate (v.) 
使生效 The customs officer validated our passports, allowing us to enter the country. flattering (adj.) 
奉承的 That suit is very flattering: it makes him look taller and thinner than he really is. 

             
Word/Phrase Definition Example sentence platform (n.)  

平台 The media tycoon used the newspaper as a platform from which to spread his views.   souvenir (n.) 
紀念品 Whenever I go on holiday, I bring back a postcard of the destination as a souvenir of my trip. appetite (n.) 
慾望 I have an enormous appetite for reading: I always want to read more. junkie (n.) 
上癮的人 I’m a travel junkie: I can’t resist going on holiday to exotic destinations.  

             
Word/Phrase Definition Example sentence aftermath (n.) 

後果 In the aftermath of the explosion, rescue teams hurried to help the wounded.    magnitude (n.) 
重要性 The floods were the worst in history: no one had experienced flooding of this magnitude before.  humanitarian 

(adj.) 
人道主義的 We should help homeless people before we help businesses; humanitarian concerns are more important than economic problems.  

dramatic (adj.) 
突發的 After the teacher gave him extra lessons, there was a dramatic improvement in Peter’s violin playing: suddenly, his playing sounded very good indeed.  
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Unit 1   School life is beautiful  

13

Task objective: 
Describe the character 
of your school hero.

The International Teen Wiki website is asking students from around the world to contribute to a new online project, ‘School heroes’. They want you to write a blog post and then link it to their site.

Write a blog post describing your school hero to students in other parts of the world. Tell them what this person is like, and what makes him/her a hero.

Task objective: 
Explain why he/she 
is a hero.

Writer: You are writing as yourself, and as a student, so talk about your personal experiences.

Reader(s): Your readers are other students around the world. The 
tone should be quite informal, 
and the appropriate register 
includes conversational language, contractions and slang.

Type of writing: This is a descriptive piece of writing, so include adjectives, figurative language (like similes) and adverbs. Use the simple present tense to describe things in the present and the simple past tense to describe things in the past.

Exercise D1 When you read the instruction of a Paper 2 writing task, you should always ask yourself the following questions. Complete them using the question words in the box. You need to use one of the question words twice.

How   What   When   Where   Who   Why

1 What  content is required?

2 Why  am I writing? What is the purpose?
3 Who  is the writer? Who  is the reader? What does the reader expect to find in the writing?

4 When  does the content of the writing take place? (Remember that this will decide the tense of the writing.) 

5 Where  does it happen? Make sure you give a good description of the setting if the task requires it.

6 How  should I write? Work out what text type is required and follow the structure and features of the text type. Make sure you use a suitable style, tone and register.

Platform: You are 
writing for a website 
for teenagers, which 
is a public platform. 
The writing is still 
quite personal.

Context: You have been asked to contribute a piece of writing to an online project about school heroes. 

Text type: This is a blog entry, so the writing will be light-hearted 
and conversational in tone and 
style. The writing should have the structure and typical features of a blog entry.

E
x

a
m

 p
r
a

c
t
ic

e
 (P

a
r
t
 B

)

22

Hi Sam,

I’m sorry that I haven’t written for so long—they’ve been keeping me rather busy here. Anyway, I hope 

that you’re well.

So far, my experience at the Top Teen Actors’ Camp has been absolutely awesome! The location couldn’t 

be better: we’re on the wonderfully scenic Coloane Island, right by a peaceful, picturesque beach. The 

camp itself consists of three main buildings: two spacious and rather comfortable dormitories, plus a 

bright and modern theatre.

My favourite instructor is probably Mr Browning, who’s our dialogue coach. He’s a very experienced stage 

actor, and has such an amazingly positive attitude. He’s also something of an eccentric (like all actors, 

right?). Another noteworthy character is Mr Shaw, a rather strict elderly gentleman who looks more like 

a university professor than an acting instructor. 

I’ve made a couple of very good friends here—and possibly an enemy as well … As for the friends, the one 

I’m closest to is definitely Bravo Kwok. Remember him? He went to school with us in our final year, in class 

6D. You know, I always thought he seemed a bit arrogant, but he’s actually a great guy. And the enemy? 

Well, there’s this one guy, Wilson, who thinks that everything we do here is a competition. Whenever I 

perform better than him, he gets jealous and starts behaving like a spoilt brat.

Overall, the camp has been intense, but unbelievably rewarding. What about yourself? Please write to me 

soon and tell me some of your summer adventures!

Talk to you soon,

Chris

Answers written in the margins will not be marked.
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FOR PART B ONLY
Put an ‘X’ inside the number box to indicate the question (Q2–Q9) that you have chosen.

Question No.
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Model writing for question 3

The model writings for the remaining 
Part B questions can be found in the 
Teacher’s e-book and the Teacher’s 
Resource Folder.

Paper 2 (Writing)

INCLUDES 5** MODEL WRITING

•  QR codes link to instructional videos

Paper 4 (Speaking)
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Exam practice

Exercise  F1a In groups of four, complete Part A of the exam practice on page 33. Use your 

notes on page 35 and the notecard below to help you.

How he can enjoy his school life   (e.g. school clubs)

How he can get along better with classmates   (e.g. study together)

How he can deal with his stress   (e.g. stay healthy)

Exercise  F1b Follow your teacher’s instructions and complete Part B.

PART B Individual Response

The examiner will ask you one or more questions based on Part A. You will have up to 

1 minute to respond.

1 How can parents help their children adjust to a new school?

2 How do you deal with exam stress?

3 What advice would you give to a student who wants to make more friends?

4 Why is it important for students to get along with their classmates?

5 What would you do if a new student joined your class?

6 What are some of the problems students might face at school?

7 For what reasons do people change schools?

8 What are the advantages and disadvantages of changing schools?

Exercise  F1c After the exam practice, listen to the recording 

or watch the video and compare your performance.

CD1
21

Individual 

ResponseGroup 
Interaction

If students need more help, they can consult the ‘Speaking support’ appendix

In Part B of the exam 

practice, you can 

choose questions 

from the list and ask 

students in pairs to 

take turns to be the 

examiner and the 

candidate. 

You are advised to 

choose one of the 

first three questions 

for less able students 

or for students who 

need more practice 

answering questions 

related to giving 

suggestions and 

advice. More able 

students can move 

on to the other five 

questions, which 

cover other Individual 

Response question 

types.

You can play the Group Interaction exam practice video for students, 

which is available on the e-book. A sample Individual Response is 

also provided.
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Body language and eye contact

Using the appropriate body language and maintaining eye contact with other group members 
can strengthen the verbal messages you are delivering.

✓ Do … 

✗ Don’t …

nod your head to make 
other speakers feel 
that you are listening 
attentively to what they 
are saying.

act disrespectfully by 
crossing your arms or 
rolling your eyes.

stare down at your 
notecard.

show signs of 
nervousness.

look at the speaker 
when others are 
speaking.

keep your facial 
expressions relaxed 
and friendly.

sit upright and lean 
slightly towards 
the person who is 
speaking to show you 
are paying attention.

use controlled hand 
gestures to support 
what you are saying.

You can play the 
Body language 
video for students, 
available on the 
e-book.

64 PRACTICE PAPERS + 10 MOCK TESTS

The Oxford NSS series
Oxford Essential and Oxford Advanced HKDSE Practice Papers can be 
used in combination with the following Oxford NSS titles.
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Task 2   (12 marks)

Alfred, Sarah and Henry are now discussing a theme for the exhibition. Listen to their discussion and fill in the 
missing information in the spaces provided in the table. One space has been filled in for you as an example. 

You now have 30 seconds to study the task. At the end of the task, you will have one minute to tidy up your 
answers. 

Answers written in the margins will not be marked.

END OF TASK 2
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Theme Name
✓ Yes
✗ No
? Maybe

Reasons

Environment  Alfred ✓ Everyone enjoys taking photos  

(example)  of landscapes. 

Sarah ✓ Students can (13)   

 with their pictures.

Henry (14)    This topic is (15)  .

City life  Alfred (16)    City life is (17)   for 

young people. 

Sarah ✗ This theme is too (18)  .

Henry ? Great topic but could be too  

(19)  .  

(20)    Alfred ✗ (21)   are difficult to 

take.

Sarah (22)    The exhibition can encourage  

(23)  .

Henry ✓ There are many different  

(24)   to this theme. 
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Unit 1   Join the club!  
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Task 1   (10 marks)

You are having a meeting with club members Kelly Lee and Marie Wong to 
plan the event. Listen to the conversation and fill in the outline plan below.

You now have 30 seconds to study the task. At the end of the task, you will 
have one minute to tidy up your answers.

Outline plan

Name of event 
 

Types of artwork 
 

Locations of art 
demonstrations

How to raise 
awareness/gather 
participants write notice for school noticeboard

write advertisement for school newsletter

Other preparations 

A context of the task
B requirements of the task
C speakers

D information that is provided
E information you need to listen for
F text type

G number of marks

Exercise  B2 Study the task below and complete the labels using the correct letters from the box.

1

6

4

2

5

3

7

progressing to HKDSE level      HKDSE level

Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4 Set 5 Set 6 Set 7 Set 8

Practice up to and including HKDSE difficulty level

HKDSE level                 above HKDSE level

Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4 Set 5 Set 6 Set 7 Set 8

Practice at HKDSE difficulty level and beyond

Perfect Practice for HKDSE success
Oxford Essential and Oxford Advanced HKDSE Practice Papers are 
all-in-one HKDSE mock papers preparing students for the real exam. 
Catering for learner diversity with progressive levels of difficulty, and 
available in 4-Set and 8-Set versions, they are an all-in-one solution for 
exam preparation.

Oxford Essential and Oxford Advanced each features:

Latest question formats

Marking schemes and 
detailed teaching notes

Vocabulary handouts in 
Teacher’s Handbook

Thematic vocabulary in 
Student’s Handbook

Authentic texts

The complete exam 
skills package

•  8 complete sets of HKDSE-format practice papers

•  Latest HKDSE exam question formats

•  Marking schemes, annotated model answers and 
difficulty-level indicators

•  E-books with ‘show source’ and ‘playback’ functions

•  Student’s Handbook with exam tips and strategies 
for each Paper,

•  thematic vocabulary and writing templates

NEW EDITION 

FOR 2016

FULLY UP-TO-DATE COMPLETE 
EXAM PRACTICE IN EVERY UNIT
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Knowing the question

Main idea questions
Some questions in the exam may test your understanding of the main idea of a paragraph. These questions may appear in the following formats.

Matching subheadings to paragraphs
In the exam, you may be asked to match subheadings to paragraphs. You will need to consider what the main idea or topic of the paragraph is, and decide which subheading best matches that.

1 Look at the subheadings in the question first before you read the text. Keep in mind what they are when you read each paragraph.
2 Skim and scan each paragraph. Pay attention to keywords to form an idea of what each paragraph is about.
3 Match each paragraph to the subheading that best summarizes its content.

H i t  th e  m a rkH i t  th e  m a rk

Look at the following example:

[1] Do you have a best friend? Someone you can trust? Someone you 
can share your darkest fears and greatest joys with? In this age of online 
friendship, where we can become pals with someone halfway around the 
world, many of us can claim to have many friends. Yet how many of us have 
a true best friend? A friend who will stand by us when we make mistakes 
and take the wrong path? A friend who will pick us up when we fall down? 
Such friends are hard to come by, but I would rather have one true best 
friend than all the friends in cyberspace.

Which subheading best matches paragraph 1?
A Sharing problems
B Making friends
C Understanding

D True friendship 
A B C D

The writer introduces the key expression best friend and provides a definition of 
what he/she thinks this means.

This is supporting information 
and is not essential to the 
main idea of the paragraph.

This is the main idea 
of the paragraph.

Again, the writer provides a 
definition of what a true friend is.
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Unit 3   Adrenaline junkies  

63

Taking off

1 Have you ever participated in any extreme sports? If so, which sport(s) and why?

2 What are some of the dangers of extreme sports? Do you think taking part in extreme 
sports is worth the risk?

3 Can you remember having an adrenaline rush? Would you want to repeat the feeling?  
Why/why not?

4 What do you think of adrenaline junkies? Why do you think some people enjoy being in 
dangerous, challenging situations?

Vocabulary link

Outdoor activities

Exercise  A1 Your teacher has given you a vocabulary quiz about outdoor activities. She has 
asked you to match each word to the correct definition. One has been done for you as an 
example.

 1 kiteboarding the activity of riding on water while standing on a board and being pulled 
along by wind, using a large kite

 2 dragon boat 
racing

the activity of racing long narrow boats that are moved through the water by a 
lot of people using paddles

 3 mountain 
biking

the activity of cycling over rough ground, usually in forests or on mountains, 
riding a specially designed bicycle

 4 sailing the activity of riding in or controlling a boat powered by wind

 5 hiking the activity of going for long walks in the mountains or countryside

 6 wakeboarding the activity of riding on a board through water while being pulled by a fast boat

 7 rock climbing the activity of climbing up steep mountainsides or cliffs using ropes and other 
specialized equipment

 8 skydiving the activity of jumping from a plane and falling through the air, before using a 
parachute to land safely

 9 windsurfing the activity of riding a board with a sail on a lake or on the sea with help from 
the wind

 10 kayaking the activity of paddling a short, canoe-like boat with a covered deck on rivers, 
lakes or on the sea

Extreme sports 
require great 
physical fitness and 
may be dangerous. 
People who do 
extreme sports are 
often looking for an 
‘adrenaline high’. 
Adrenaline is a 
hormone produced 
in our bodies during 
times of extreme 
stress. It is often 
described as a 
‘rush’. People who 
become addicted 
to this feeling are 
known as adrenaline 
junkies.

Reading skills

Scanning

In the exam, you will need to find specific information quickly. You should read the question 
carefully to find out what information it requires, and then find the answer by scanning the 
reading passage.

Scanning involves the following steps:

1 Move your eyes quickly down the page.

2 Locate a section or sentence that contains the specific information you need. Make 
use of headings and subheadings to narrow your search.

3 Identify keywords and phrases in the text to get the correct answer.

S k i l l s  b u i l d e rS k i l l s  b u i l d e r

Look at the following example: 

Do not read every 
word in the text when 
scanning for specific 
information.

The answer you need will be 
the name of a country.

Alpine Skiing World Cup 
is the key phrase.

According to the article, in which country will the Alpine Skiing World Cup take place?
France

Ski Championship—just ten days to go!
In just ten days, the world’s best skiers will gather in the French town of Val d’Isère for 

the Alpine Skiing World Cup. The resort is already enjoying exceptional snow conditions. 

Mother Nature has given a boost to the final preparations in time for the world event.

Exercise  B1 What outdoor activities can people do in the three places mentioned on 
the web page on page 64? What types of people are those activities suitable for? Use the 
information from the web page to complete the table.

Keep the 
keywords or 
phrases firmly 
in mind while 
scanning 
the text. The 
information you 
need should be 
close by.

Activities Target groups

Sai Kung
hiking

mountain biking

experienced hikers

experienced riders

Lantau Island
mountain biking

windsurfing

bikers of all levels

experienced windsurfers

Shek O
hiking

rock climbing

experienced and fit hikers

experienced climbers

The words French town tell us 
that the event will take place 
in the country of France.

Scan the 
paragraph.

Students should be 
able to locate the 
missing information 
in the text by looking 
under the relevant 
subheadings. 
Remind students not 
to read every word 
in the text when 
scanning for specific 
information.

DIAGNOSTIC EXERCISES 
PROVIDE TARGETED PRACTICE 

Paper 3 (Listening and Integrated Skills)


