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ON THE SPORTS DAY

An impudent gust turned the puges of the Philoso-
phica violently, and deposiled a hurtful amount of dust
and cinders into the eyes that had been perusing it.
With an imprecation, Albert Lee closed both his book
and bis eyes. In his momentary convalescence, he was
aware that his cheeks and forehead were being scorched,
thereby discovering that, owing to the manoeuver of
the aggressive sun, the shade in which he had safely
established himself earlier in the morning, had now
deserted him. Groping with one hand, he shifted
himself gingerly sidewards until the burning effect was
felt no longer.

Sun, wind dust-what else ? The hideous, incessant
voice from the megaphone, and turpentine! The whole
atmosphere was permeated |with that nauseous smell.
And the rest of the Sports Day, as they called it, was
apparently made up of blatant cheers and disastrous
accidents - swoons, fractures, and probably -most prob-
ably, thought Albert-deaths, What were they doing?

No, decidedly, he never did care for sports. To
allow even the smallest possibility of having harm done
to his body, to the body of Albert Lee, the divine,
unique, unsurpassable gifted genius, would be indeed
an unpardonable sin. *And sports are dangerous,” he
told himself; “How I wish that I, Albert Lee, were not
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Albert Lee, but only one of the barbarous multitude.”

A succession of thuds on the cinder-path in front
of him made him look up. *Lunacy!” He murmured
pitifully, as he gazed at the lurid figures among the
stirring clouds of dust. They were panting and puffing,
sweating and cramping, sticking their tongues out like
dogs, and running themselves out of their lives, Now
and then one of them, most probably the last one, show-
ed his despair by throwing himself on the ground and
covering himself with dust and ashes. Yet even then
he could see, standing arround the winning post, several
of his fellow-students, neatly dressed, with opened arms,
ready to embrace and beave and hug these bulks of
sweat and cramps and poffs! He asked again, “ What
are they doing?” .

A reverse peristalsis stirred up in him. Gathering
up his courage, he decided to take a walk around the
stadium, and investigate more deeply into this business
of self-torture and self-destruction.

What he supposed to be high-jump, consisted
mainly in alternate knocking-down and picking -up.
Sometimes the bar, in revenge for a kick on its side,
did not merely leap into the sand-pit, but commenced
a simply harmonic motion, and carried it on tantaliz.
ingly for half a inute before gratifying the other



ON THE SPORTS DAY

An impudent gust turned the pages of the Philosophica
violently, and deposited a hurtful amount of dust and cinders into
the eyes that had been perusing it. With an imprecation, Albert Lee
closed both his book and his eyes. In his momentary convalescence,
he was aware that his cheeks and forehead were being scorched,
thereby discovering that, owing to the manoeuver of the aggressive
sun, the shade in which he had safely established himself earlier in
the morning, had now deserted him. Groping with one hand, he
shifted himself gingerly sidewards until the burning effect was felt
no longer.

Sun, wind dust-what else? The hideous, incessant voice
from the megaphone, and turpentine! The whole atmosphere was
permeated with that nauseous smell. And the rest of the Sports
Day, as they called it, was apparently made up of blatant cheers
and disastrous accidents — swoons, fractures, and probably-most
probably, thought Albert - deaths. What were they doing?

No, decidedly, he never did care for sports. To allow even the
smallest possibility of having harm done to his body, to the body of
Albert Lee, the divine, unique, unsurpassable gifted genius, would
be indeed an unpardonable sin. “And sports are dangerous,” he
told himself; “How I wish that I, Albert Lee, were not Albert Lee,
but only one of the barbarous multitude.’

A succession of thuds on the cinder-path in front of him
made him look up. “Lunacy!” He murmured pitifully, as he gazed
at the lurid figures among the stirring clouds of dust. They were
panting and puffing, sweating and cramping, sticking their tongues
out like dogs, and running themselves out of their lives. Now and
then one of them, most probably the last one, showed his despair
by throwing himself on the ground and covering himself with
dust and ashes. Yet even then he could see, standing arround the
winning post, several of his fellow students, neatly dressed, with
opened arms, ready to embrace and heave and hug these bulks
of sweat and cramps and puffs! He asked again. “What are they
doing?”

A reverse peristalsis stirred up in him. Gathering up his
courage, he decided to take a walk around the stadium, and
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investigate more deeply into this business of self-torture and self-
destruction.

What he supposed to be high-jump, consisted mainly
in alternate knocking-down and picking-up. Sometimes the
bar, in revenge for a kick on its side, did not merely leap into
the sand-pit, but commenced a simple harmonic motion, and
carried it on tantalizingly for half a minute before gratifying
the other competitors by falling down. The event on the other
side was, however, of a more energetic nature. Each competitor,
after careering down a path of some thirty yards like a charging
beast, showed his enthusiastic desire for wallowing by plunging
frantically into the sand-pit. Albert tried to estimate, with a
lightning computation, the time it would take for the pit to run
out of sand, as each of these leaping monsters invariably carried
away a considerable amount of the substance in capacious parts of
his body when he walked away.

On the farther side, a crowded spot denoted the place where
they were ‘shooting the pot’, or was it ‘putting the shot’? As the
Gargantua was in the act of projecting his murderous shot, Albert
had the illusion that his threatening look was directed at him.
Quickly estimating the range of that weapon, Albert took a few
steps backwards to clear himself of the danger zone. He covered his
eyes as the infernal ball was hurled into the air: he decided that it
would certainly hit the crown of one of the lookers-on. However,
he was disappointed. The ball landed on the ground peacefully
without making any fatal attacks.

On the cider-path another racing event was going on.

Everywhere there were storms of applause, cheers for the
winners and other signs of admiration. Muscular strength, thought
Albert, was what the common multitude admired. He sighed and
shook his head. Muscular strength could be found in any of the
lower animals. Man had conquered not with his muscles, but with
his mind. Intelligence, that was what should be his forte. And he,
Albert Lee, was the acme of intelligence. Yet nobody noticed him.

He sighed and shook his head again.

Someone behind wanted to take a photograph of the cham-
pion. Albert Lee was pushed aside.

Tsang Yok Sing



